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Please note that donations towards the cost of the Messenger
should be made to “West Somerset Methodist Circuit.”

   Photo  © 2017 Patrick Armin:  Minehead War Memorial
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Andrew Vidamour

Dear friends,
At the time of writing, millions of people in India, Bangladesh and Nepal are
suffering catastrophic floods, while in the United States many in Texas and
Louisiana are counting the cost of Hurricane Harvey which has brought much
water in a very short time.
On a smaller scale, the Cornish fishing village of Coverack (which I
remember well from living near there as a child) recently suffered flash
flooding from a freak storm so severe that the main access road to the village
was ripped apart.
One theory is that such extreme weather events are likely to become
increasingly common as a result of climate change. This is a great concern,
but fear of the damaging effects of water is nothing new, of course: several
cultures have ancient flood stories of different kinds.
Water covers more than half the surface of the globe and it can be almost
unimaginably destructive. So at the time the Old Testament of the Bible was
written, there was a fear of large expanses of water (e.g. the Mediterranean
Sea), and also a concern too about crossing them (see, for example, the story
of Jonah).
Today, too, we may find such fears to be very real, not least in such countries
as the Maldives and the Seychelles where their very existence might be
threatened by a rise in sea levels over time.  This is a very old human terror of
being engulfed and overwhelmed by large amounts of water; think of the story
of Noah and the Flood, for example, with its very thin thread of survival for
humanity.
The effects of extreme rainfall are a great concern for us all (and our hearts go
out in prayerful and practical compassion to those who suffer from them) but
sometimes we may feel that our personal lives and worlds are being flooded
also – with physical pain or enormous loss, with future uncertainty or broken
relationships, for instance.
God understands that these feelings and situations can seem overwhelming,
so we find in the Bible words of assurance from God: ‘When you pass through
water I shall be with you; when you pass through rivers they will not
overwhelm you,’ (Isaiah 43: 2) and ‘Many waters cannot quench love, neither
can floods drown it,’ (Song of Solomon 8: 7).
These words make clear that God’s loving-kindness will not only share with
us in our need, but will bring us through to a place of safety, whether it be in
time or in eternity. Just as people suffering from floods today are being helped
to rebuild their lives in various ways, s

Andrew Vidamour

o the love of God will nurture us and
hold us safe in all the painful ‘floods’ of our lives.
May God bless you all with peace and courage.
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CIRCUIT-WIDE INITIATIVE : PRAYER AT 8
Eternal God,

we thank you for the gift of time:
for our yesterdays, that taught and shaped us;

for our nows, that challenge and focus the present;
for our todays, that slip into becoming our tomorrows.

May we embrace all time,
giving our best to every moment and opportunity,
and celebrating with you the joy of being loved.

You give us so much, Lord,
trusting us more than we trust ourselves,
giving us more than we think we deserve,

blessing us with opportunities that we are slow to take.
Thank you for believing in us;

help us to believe in ourselves, in one another and in you.
In Jesus’ name, we pray.

Amen
© ROOTS for Churches Limited

LECTIONARY
 For November

  5th  Micah 3: 5 – 12
 Psalm 43
 1 Thessalonians 2: 9 – 13
 Matthew 23: 1 – 12

12th  Amos 5: 18 – 24
 Psalm 70
 1 Thessalonians 4: 13 – 18
 Matthew 25: 1 – 13

ALTERATIONS / CORRECTIONS TO THIS QUARTER’S PLAN:

1st November: Roadwater, 2.30pm, Rev Tina MacDonald
19th November: Brendon Hill, 6.30pm, Mrs Margaret Lintern

19th  Zephaniah 1: 7 – 18
 Psalm 90: 1 – 12
 1 Thessalonians 5: 1 – 11
 Matthew 25: 14 – 30

26th  Ezekiel 34: 11 – 24
 Psalm 95: 1 – 7
 Ephesians 1: 15 – 23
 Matthew 25: 31 – 46
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NEWS

CTiM
Dear fellow Christians in Minehead & Alcombe:

Following the last three very poorly-attended meetings of Christians
Together in Minehead, and given the fact that I have had no Vice-Chair during
the past year,   I feel it personally necessary for me not to seek re-election as
Chair at the A.G.M.  in November.

Sadly, given that there is no Vice-Chair in place, this means that the
future of our long-established fraternal group of fellow Christians is on the
verge of cessation, with no ‘automatic’ follow on Chair.  I must re-iterate that
I feel unable to do justice to the role of Chairman, and that our minutes
secretary, Novella, only stood into the breach as a friend who could not see me
‘alone at the table’, and she too will be standing down in November.

And so - it really is over to everybody now, for each of you to consider
the unity of Christians together in our lovely town.  There must be some reason,
I pray, other than apathy,  why the CTiM body  is lacking support? Please
consider amongst yourselves and within your Church Communities who might
volunteer to take on the Officer Roles, of Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary
urgently, so that we may have a worthwhile AGM on Monday 13th  November.

May God Bless us all,
Reverend Deacon David Croucher,   Sacred Heart RC Parish

ROADWATER (class of Watchet)

Wednesdays in November
 1st Informal worship with Rev Tina MacDonald
 8th Puzzle Club
15th Prayer & fellowship
22nd Puzzle Club
29th Guest Puzzle Club day, making Christmas cards

and decorations.

At our Guest Day in October a small number of people shared a
large amount of fun and laughter.
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Thank you so much to all the

churches and preachers who utilised the
harvest resources.  I enjoyed reading the
accounts of services so much I sent a copy
of the Messenger to Headquarters to share
with them.  Thank you too for all your
generous donations for this year’s appeal.  I

hope to give you a total next month.
WANTED – someone to represent West Somerset at the All We

can conference 2018.  I would go myself but am off to New Zealand
that very day!

Date: 20th January 2018
Time: 10am – 6pm

Venue: William Booth College, London
SE5 8BQ

Price: Free but places limited.
It sounds very interesting so please give me a ring if you are

interested to find out more or look at the website
allwecan.org.uk/conference.

WEST SOMERSET CIRCUIT
of THE METHODIST CHURCH

CIRCUIT WEEKEND
Brunel Manor, Torquay
Friday 9th February to

Sunday 11th February 2018
“ASSORTED BISCUITS”

We can take bookings for quite a while, but if you
know you are coming please book NOW so we know
how many places we have left. Thank you.

Margaret Ellis
BOOKING FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN EVERY CHURCH.
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TOURING PHOTO EXHIBITION COMES TO MINEHEAD

An outstanding set of photos of people involved in peace-making in
Africa is coming to Minehead.   The touring exhibition of portraits specially
taken by professional photographer Nigel Downes shows the faces of the many
people working in difficult situations to bring peace and reconciliation within
their communities and countries. The people were interviewed at the same time
so that their experiences and work can be shared. A book has been published
based on the photos and stories and copies will be on display and for sale. Both
book and exhibition are entitled ‘This Light that Pushes Me’.

The exhibition will be on show in the Quaker Meeting House on
Saturday 4th November and Monday 6th November from 10am to 4pm and on
Sunday 5th November from 1 to 4pm. Admission is free. Donations can be
made to current peace work supported by Quakers in Africa. Refreshments will
be available and all are welcome.

Zawadi Nikuzu – portrait from the exhibition
(Photo by Nigel Downes)

For further information contact Chris Lawson
4 Old Farm Close, Minehead TA24 8AU
01643 704779 c2lawson@care4free.net

MINEHEAD COMMUNITY SUPPER

You are warmly invited to the relaunch of our Community Supper on
Wednesday 15th November at The Beach Hotel.

Come and share with us a delicious two course supper giving you the
opportunity to see what we offer at our community meal. This normally
takes place on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month between 5pm and
6pm and is attended by those who have been given a free meal voucher by
local support agencies thereby giving them the opportunity to engage with
others and enjoy a heart-warming healthy supper in pleasant surroundings.

To enable us to offset these costs we encourage the general public
to join us at this time and donate £5.00 for their supper.
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   Westerley Christian Care Home
King Edward Road, Minehead TA24 5JB

We offer friendly 24-hour personalised
care packages by highly trained staff in a
peaceful and relaxed environment.
Contact us on 01643 702066 for information.



10 Nov 17FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
November

Saturday 4th : Watchet Gift Day, 10am - 12 noon
Monday 13th : CTiM AGM, Bring & Share from 7pm, RC Church
Tuesday 14th : Coffee, chat & Prayer, Alcombe, 10am to 1.45pm
Wed 15th : Alcombe B’ton & T’combe Church Council, 7.30pm
Thursday 16th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Westerley, 7pm
Friday 17th : Ploughman’s Lunch, Williton, 12 noon
Saturday 18th : Watchet Autumn Fayre 10am
Saturday 18th : Messy Church Alcombe, 3pm
Weds 22nd : Circuit Meeting, Minehead, 7.30pm
Saturday 25th : Westerley Christmas Coffee morning, 10.30am
Saturday 25th : Minehead Methodist Christmas Fair
Tuesday 28th : Coffee, chat & Prayer, Alcombe, 10am to 1.45pm
Tuesday 28th : Timberscombe Prayer & Bible Study, Old Dairy, 2.30pm
Thursday 30th : Christmas Tree Festival opening, Minehead, 6.30pm

December
Fri 1st - Wed 6th : Christmas Tree Festival, Minehead
Sunday 3rd : Bossington Carol Service, 3pm
Thursday 7th : Williton Holiday at Home
Friday 8th : Day of Prayer & fasting, Alcombe, 8am to 4pm
Saturday 9th : Watchet Christmas Coffee morning & crib display
Tuesday 12th : Coffee, chat & Prayer, Alcombe, 10am to 1.45pm
Sunday 17th : Porlock Carol Service, 10.30am
Sunday 17th : Minehead Carols by Candlelight, 6pm
Sunday 24th : Minehead Shoppers’ service, 4pm for 4.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
Please note the following Christmas Day services:
Alcombe: 10.30am : Mrs Jen Bates
Minehead: 10am: Rev Andrew Vidamour
Porlock: 10.30am : United Service at St Dubricius
Watchet: 10am : Rev Mike Sherburn and Rev Tina MacDonald
Williton: 10.30am: Miss Mollie Brooks



11FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
30th November - 6th December 2017

at Minehead Methodist Church

This is the 15th year in which this event has been held. It is
organised jointly by the local branch of Save the Children and
Minehead Methodist Church. As is the custom ‘St Lucia’ processes
around the church as the trees are lit for the first time at the 6.30pm
opening ceremony on Thursday 30th Nov. Pupils from Timberscombe
/ Cutcombe First Schools will provide entertainment on this occasion.

Many trees are decorated and illuminated by local groups. The
theme this year is ‘Messages and Messengers’.

Local musicians will entertain throughout the opening hours
on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd Dec. Refreshments including light
lunches will be served in the hall together with a raffle and there will
be various stalls on these two days .

Trees may be seen on Friday 1st, Saturday 2nd, Monday 4th,
Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th Dec from 10am – 4pm.

Everyone is welcome at the church service on Sunday 3rd at
10.30am and trees may be viewed from 12 noon until 4pm.
Entry is free but donations are welcome as profits are given to Save
the Children who support families in distress at home and around
the world.

    January
18th - 25th : Week of Christian Unity prayers, St Andrews. 12 noon
Sunday 21st : Unity service, 3pm venue tba

February
Sunday 4th : Minehead Civic service, 3pm venue tba
9th - 11th : Circuit Weekend away
Sunday 25th : Circuit Testimony service, Williton, 2.30pm
Tuesday 27th : Local Preachers’ meeting, Minehead, 7.30pm

 March
Tues 13th : Circuit Meeting, Alcombe, 7.30pm

May
Wednesday 30th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Williton, 7.30pm

September
Thursday 6th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Alcombe, 7.30pm
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PORLOCK

Diary for November:
  5th 10.30am Service at Minehead (no service at Porlock)
   6.30pm  Taizé service
12th  10.30am Remembrance service, followed by a short service
   at the war memorial
26th  10.45am Celebration service at St Dubricius

Diary for December:
  3rd    3pm  Bossington Carol service
  9th    Village late night shopping
17th  10.30am Carol service
24th  10.30am Local Arrangement service
25th  10.30am Joint service at St Dubricius

Prayer list: Anne Perkins; Adrienne & Andy Short; Michael Chester; Miriam
Dowler; Michael Meech; Michael Duvall.

GEORGE HATTON YATES

I was saddened recently to hear of the death of Rev George Yates.
George came to Porlock in 1947 aged 21, being here for a year before going
to college for his training.  He lodged with Mrs Betty Blackmore at Hill View,
Parsons Street.  Along with several other young people I was received into
membership on 28th July 1948 (aged 13).  George came back to Porlock to
take services on a few occasions and, with his wife Lilian, stayed here for
holidays.  They had one son and one daughter.  On retirement they went to
live in Poole, Dorset.  Lilian died several years ago.

George had to learn to drive the Circuit car, a small Austin 7 which we
named ‘The Beetle’ (registration BYC113) and had to negotiate the many hills
in the area.  At that time we had several small churches in the Minehead and
Dunster Circuit – Exford, Winsford, Wheddon Cross, Dunster, Bridgetown
and Luckwell Bridge – in addition to Minehead, Alcombe and Bossington.

George died on 10th October, aged 91.  His daughter has found that
he kept all his sermons!  Do all preachers do this??

Eileen Floyde
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BRENDON HILL

We had another lovely harvest weekend at the beginning of
October.  Our visiting preacher, Mary Godin from Hatch Beauchamp,
was  very challenging - her theme ‘Sponsor a toilet’ inspired a positive
response and made us all realize how very fortunate we are. That service
was very well-attended.

On the Tuesday evening Rev Andrew Vidamour led us in
worship for his last harvest-time with us and the bidding went well.
Despite Mary Horn’s difficulties, she was still generous and we made
almost as much as usual and are very grateful.

Later on in
the month 20 of us
gathered at Ralegh’s
Cross for a tasty
carvery meal ... all
very memorable.

WASHFORD

Our diary dates for November at Washford:
Sunday   5th  9.30am Family Communion
Sunday 19th  10.30am United Service, Methodist Communion
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Circuit meeting at Minehead

For Prayer: Joan Booth
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Church Events in November:
Thursday 2nd  : Thursday Circle at 2.30pm in the schoolroom with a talk
on hospital chaplaincy, with Rev Andrew Vidamour. Everyone welcome.
Saturday 4th : Coffee morning and Gift Day to raise funds for the
re-decoration of the church. Rev Andrew Vidamour will be at the church
from 10am to 12 to receive gifts.
Sunday 12th : British Legion Remembrance Sunday Service at 3pm.
Monday 13th : Bible study group at 2.30pm in the Fellowship Room. Do
feel free to join us at any time as we study of Genesis together
Saturday 18th : Autumn Fayre from 10am: stalls, raffle, light lunches.
Monday 27th  : Bible study group at 2.30pm in the Fellowship Room. Do
feel free to join us at any time as we study of Genesis together.

Church Events in December:
Thursday 7th

Thursday Circle at 2.30pm in the schoolroom: Travels in Florence and
Tuscany with Clive Wooldridge. Everyone welcome.
Saturday 9th

Crib Festival and Christmas themed coffee morning and stall and over
30 nativity sets to view in the church.
Every Saturday morning from 10am: coffee, cakes, cards and
conversation in the church foyer.
Every Sunday at 10.30am: Morning worship followed by coffee.

Watchet's Got Talent

This annual event organised by Mrs Val Ward was again a great
success with a lot of talent being displayed.  We listened to music
played on piano, a box violin and guitars and unaccompanied songs,
and heard several renditions of Joyce Grenfell's poems and
monologues. In the interval soup and desserts were enjoyed by all.

The evening raised £175 towards our re-decoration of the church
sanctuary.
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Knights Templar Cof E and Methodist Church School
It has been a delight to go back to school and hear the

children read in Maple class. Of course there is a new set of
children and it is lovely to get to know them as individuals. The
church was full on October 6th as the whole school came down for
their Harvest Festival service. Every single child bought a
contribution to the harvest and the tables were laden with goods.
The fresh items were delivered to the Phoenix centre where they
provide lunches for the elderly, and the other goods were delivered
to the West Somerset Food Cupboard. The children read
extremely well and the singing was superb. They obviously enjoy
singing such songs as Jubilate and Sing Hosanna. There is always
a table in the school hall on which are the cross and candle which
are used in the daily worship, and a display of the current season.
In September and October this focused on the harvest and in
November the focus will be on Remembrance.
 The children in Maple class have
been focusing on The Rainbow Fish
story which teaches them about making
friends and sharing. The children then
made their own rainbow fish using CDs.
The display is very colourful as you can
see from the photo.

 In November some of the children will be at the War
Memorial on 11th and as usual will be sharing their thoughts in
words and poetry. Some will also attend the service on Sunday
when the cabinets for the remembrance books are to be received.
These will enable visitors to see the list of names of the fallen at
any time when they visit the Methodist or Anglican churches.
 The school is hoping to buy some new books for the library
and if you would like to make a contribution towards the cost of
these please either take it to the school personally or give it to one
of the school governors. Thank you.

Jane Sperring
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Prayer concerns at Watchet: Jim Daley; Bob Morton; Kathleen
Atkins; Alison & Isobel Robinson; the Priscott Family; Sylvia Newbert;
Bridget Rowe; Pam Hills; Joanne; Rose Martin; Teresa Arthington;
Amy Davis; Ann & Tim Cranmer; Betty & Charlie Johns.

WILLITON

Williton held a 'Quiet Morning' in the church on Saturday 14th

October. Only six were there but we had an inspiring time. The theme
was 'God our Creator and Father.' We will be planning two more 'Quiet
Mornings' when our themes will  be 'Jesus' and 'The Holy Spirit’ We
would welcome others to join us! Dates to be advised later.

Mollie

Williton Methodist Church
Friday 17th November

PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCH
12 for 12.30pm
Proceeds to:

Church Roof Fund
Tickets £5.00

 Tickets are available from Mollie: 01984 632115.  Please note tickets
need to be purchased in advance.  They may not be available on the
day!
 The next ‘Holiday at Home’ is on Thursday 7th December: do join
us.

 Monica sends a big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone in the Circuit for
their good wishes, prayers and cards since her fall.  She is on the (long)
road to recovery.

PRAYER CONCERNS FOR WILLITON
 Bridget & Paul Gliddon; Glyn Court; Monica Sandy
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ALCOMBE

On alternate Tuesdays from 10am there is a gathering at Alcombe
Methodist called ‘Coffee and Chat’.  It is so much more than that!  Tea
is also available!  There is also cake, soup, bread rolls, cheese, pickles
and occasional treats from someone’s cooking spree.  And the chat
sometimes tackles some meaty issues too.
 Then, after lunch is tidied away, usually around 1.15pm, we come
together to read a portion of the Bible, often a Psalm, to think about what
it may be saying to us, and to pray.  Our prayers include the world around
us but are focused on the life and future of our Church and Circuit.
 We often welcome visitors from our community, the Circuit or
further afield.  Do feel free to join us, for coffee, lunch, chat, prayer and
friendship.
 Arising out of this, and in response to the call to a day of prayer
and fasting, we are setting aside Friday 8th December for this purpose.
Between 8am and 4pm the Church will be open for quiet prayer, with
guided prayers or meditation etc on the hour.  Someone will be ‘on duty’
throughout the day.  Do join us in praying.  Water and biscuits will be
available.

Wesley Guild Fellowship:
Thursdays in November, at 7.30pm

  2nd  Jen Bates will lead our evening
  9th Royal British Legion, Ross McKee
16th  R.A.F.T., Jenny Gateau
23rd Women in the Bible, Jean Armin
30th  Visit to Kenya, Janys Pentland

Our Autumn Messy Church will be on Saturday 18th November, at 3pm.
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 On Saturday 23rd September we had a ‘Big Sing’ at Bossington
Methodist Church.  Leading our worship was Mr David Greet, and what
a lovely afternoon we had.  With Geoffrey Perkins at the piano we sang
old and new hymns, including ‘Thou art before me Lord’ to the tune
‘Highland Cathedral’; ‘Give me joy in my heart’ sung as a round; and
old favourite Harvest hymn ‘Now the year is crowned with blessing’,
and David sang a solo ‘The love of God comes close’, from ‘Singing the
Faith’. These are just a few of the hymns we sang!

After our Big Sing, tea was served, and then we all went home
with joy in our hearts, thanking God for the blessings he has given us.
The collection amounted to £150 which has been divided between
Church funds and the Beacon Centre in Taunton.

On Sunday 1st October we had the privilege of welcoming Rev
Graham Thompson, Chairman of the District, with his wife Alison, to
take our afternoon service.  It was lovely to see friends from our other
churches with us, to hear Graham speaking of Jesus, our servant King.
Geoffrey Perkins was at the piano to lead our singing, and the lessons
were read by Jeanette Perkins and Lyn Purvis.  Holy Communion was
celebrated at the end of the service.  Tea was then served, and we all
went our separate ways rejoicing to know that we had been in the
presence of the Lord, and remembering his promise to us that ‘where
two or three are gathered together there am I in the midst.’

Our next service at Bossington Chapel will be on Sunday 19th

November at 3pm, which will be conducted by Rev Andrew Vidamour,
with Holy Communion.

On Sunday 3rd December at 3pm our Carol Service will be led
by Rev Tina MacDonald.

TIMBERSCOMBE (class of Alcombe)
We will join St Petrock’s on 12th November for our

Remembrance Service.

Our next Bible Study & Fellowship meeting will be on
Tuesday 28th November at 2.30pm in the Old Dairy – do join
us!
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Friday morning prayer slot
It seemed that I could never get to the Prayer meeting on Friday
morning by 10am, so - listen to this logic  -  from  Friday 3rd November
we have decided that we will be meeting in the Quiet Room from 9.45
– 10.15 am:  surely God’s hand is in here somewhere!!  We shall see ….
Please come and join us:  you will be very welcome!

Margaret Lintern

Rosalie Redmayne says ‘goodbye’

 I came to Minehead to work at the Abbeyfield Home in King
Edward Road, and joined the Methodist Church in the Avenue, many a
time missing the last hymn to get back to put the roasties in for the
residents’ dinner.
 When I retired I stayed in Minehead.  I have met many friends,
all of which I will miss, but I will take my memories with me.  When I
came to Minehead I was ‘lost’, and I found peace here.  I was estranged
from my family and had many problems of my past to deal with.
Minehead gave me time; my friends gave me support and in God I had
my faith.
 I came through it all and now is the time to go, to be with my
family, a new beginning, another chapter.  So as I say ‘goodbye’ to you
all, a big ‘thank you’ for being there for me.  God bless you all, I will miss
you.              Ros

Our Christmas Fair is on Saturday 25th November: see notices for
details.

All the details for the Christmas Tree Festival can be found on page 11.

On Sunday 17th December our Carols by Candlelight will be at 6pm, and
on Sunday 24th December the Shoppers’ service begins at 4pm with
refreshment, ready for worship at 4.30pm.

Please note that the email address for this church, including
bookings, is now mineheadmethodist@gmail.com



Contact details:
SUPERINTENDENT    MINISTER: Rev. Andrew T. Vidamour

01643 705175. E–mail:vidamour@mybroadbandmail.com
            Minister Rev Tina MacDonald
01984 568417. E-mail:tinamacdonald@thethinkpit.uk

Magazine submissions to:-
Mrs Jean Armin, Mews End Cottage, Quay lane, Minehead TA24 5QU

01643 703597. E-mail: arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com
Date for submissions to Dec/Jan 18 issue: 26th  November
Dec/Jan 18 issue will come out on Sunday 3rd December

Many congratulations to
Margaret and Alan Moore who
celebrated their platinum wedding
anniversary recently.

Church Garden
‘Thank you’ to  all those people who have donated plants bulbs and

manure!!! The brownies daffodils gave us a nice display. As well as last
Spring’s beautiful flowers we have had a beautiful natural country cottage
display this summer of penstemon, roses, heathers, lavender,  alyssum, dou-
ble begonias and many more varieties.
  Many people passing or sitting on our bench have said how they have
loved the flowers displayed on the cross (at Easter time), and  in the new
green wooden tower box and garden.
  Our next project is to buy some Spring bulbs and appropriate plants for
the beds to the right of the hall door.  This has recently been well manured.
Any donations would be welcome.
Many thanks,

Rosie Beer


