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Please note that donations towards the cost of the Messenger
should be made to “West Somerset Methodist Circuit.”

   Photo  © 2018 Patrick Armin:
The SR West country Class 4-6-2 No.34046 Braunton. One for Geoge Ellis!



3Dear Friends
Greetings! I am Rev Nick Lakin and it is a great privilege and honour

to be stationed by the Methodist Conference as Superintendent Minister of the
West Somerset Circuit as from 1st September 2018. It has been good to get to
know some of you already, and to have been welcomed so warmly has been
wonderful. Thank you so much.

I have been Superintendent Minister of the Somerset Mendip Circuit
(SMC) in the Bristol District for the past thirteen years. For the first four
years, I was Superintendent of a small eight church circuit which was called
the Somerset Mission Circuit. In 2009, that circuit amalgamated with the
Frome Circuit and the West Mendip Circuit and I was asked to become the
Superintendent of the much larger, 26 church circuit. It has been a real joy to
share in the life of the Methodist people in SMC, and I will miss them. But it’s
not so far from Minehead, and I know many of them will visit, not least
because a day at the seaside is always welcome!

Previously, I was a minister in the Mid-Glamorgan Mission Circuit,
based in Aberdare in the Cynon Valley. Before that, I spent two years training
for the ministry at Wesley College in Bristol, having spent the preceding
eleven years teaching.

My wife June has worked as Circuit Administrator for SMC for the
past twelve years and will continue part-time in this role until Christmas, to
aid the transition for the new Superintendent. Our eldest daughter, Bethany,
is currently at University in Melbourne, Australia, continuing her degree in
Drama, having completed the first two years at Exeter University. Our young-
est daughter, Lydia, has successfully completed her A-levels. She will be
continuing her dance, drama and singing classes in Street, acting in local
amateur productions and working towards drama school auditions next year.

At times of change, some things offer new opportunities whilst others
come to a conclusion. And with all that come mixed emotions. However you
are feeling at this time of transition, remember that God’s promise is always
to be with us, whatever is happening in our lives. As for me, I will be very sad
to leave the wonderful people of SMC, but am also excited and pleased to
move to Minehead. It feels good to be continuing my ministry in the beautiful
county of Somerset. I look forward to all that we will share as we worship our
matchless God, witness to our faith and work together over the coming years.

Every blessing

Nick
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CIRCUIT PRAYER to share
Uphold my life, O God;

remind me of your faithfulness.
When I am overwhelmed,
anchor me to your hope.

When I feel weak and inadequate,
sustain and reassure me.

Remind me that in my weakness
you show your strength.

Give me a new perspective, I pray.

Thank you, Lord of life,
for all that you give us.

Thank you for the gift of your Son,
to save us, heal us and teach us.

Thank you for the gift of your Spirit,
to guide us and remind us

of what is truly important in our lives.
We are so grateful for you,

and for all the blessings you provide.
Amen

© ROOTS for Churches Limited

LECTIONARY

For September

2nd  Deuteronomy 4: 1 – 9
 Psalm 15
 James 1: 17 – 27
 Mark 7: 1 - 23

9th  Isaiah 35: 4 – 7
 Psalm 146
 James 2: 1 – 17
 Mark 7: 24 – 37

16th  Isaiah 50: 4 – 9
 Psalm 116: 1 – 9
 James 3: 1 – 12
 Mark 8: 27 – 38

23rd  Jeremiah 11: 18 – 20
 Psalm 5
 James 3: 13 – 4: 8
 Mark 9: 30 – 37

30th  Numbers 11: 4 – 29
 Psalm 19: 7 – 14
 James 5: 13 – 20
 Mark 9: 38 – 50
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NEWS

ALTERATIONS / CORRECTIONS TO THIS QUARTER’S PLAN:

16th Sept: Minehead 10.30am Harvest Festival
23rd Sept: Alcombe 10.30am Mrs Jane Sefton
30th Sept: Alcombe 10.30am Mrs Jen Bates

Please note Jen Bates’ new address from 3rd September:
29 Combeland Road, Alcombe, Minehead, TA24 6BT.
Phone number to stay the same.

THANKS
Please accept my sincere thanks for all the cards, gifts and kind

messages I have received in my last few weeks in West Somerset. I have
been very moved by your generosity and thoughtfulness, and I will
treasure all the mementoes I have of my time in the Circuit.

I am very grateful, too, for the moving and memorable Farewell
Service you gave me on 29th July. It was wonderful to see so many
people there, and to share in such an uplifting and encouraging time of
worship. Thank you for all the thought and hard work which went into
this.

At that Service, you kindly gave me a generous cheque together
with a beautiful photomontage of people from West Somerset which I
will always treasure. And you also thoughtfully gave me a new cassock
holder, the book ‘A Village Inheritance’ by Glyn and Clare Court (about
life in Washford in particular) and a book of panoramic photographs of
Exmoor. I am very grateful for all these reminders of my time in West
Somerset, and others I have received,

My move has gone quite well, and I am beginning to explore my
new surroundings. I continue to miss you all, and you remain in my
thoughts and prayers.

May God bless you richly in and with the love of Christ.
Andrew Vidamour



6 Sept 18MORE THANKS
I have been overwhelmed by the love, support and encourage-

ment shown to me by every church in this Circuit  during my LP
training.  Thank you for helping to make my Accreditation Service
such a special and memorable occasion - all those who took part and
the many who came to support me. I wanted to be able to finish the
course in time for Andrew to lead the service and am so pleased that he
was able to do so.  The cards and messages of congratulations have
meant so much and will be treasured.

I look forward to serving God as a Local Preacher here in West
Somerset and know that you will continue to support me.
God Bless,

Jen Bates
AND YET MORE THANKS!

 Thanks to all who gave items for the tombola and in other ways
supported the recent Sale in aid of the Minehead and District Refugee
Support Group.  The Group were delighted to raise enough funds to be
able to provide days out for families over the summer, which will make
such a difference to those who have lost so much.

Jenny Gateau

REV TINA MACDONALD
We will be sorry to lose Tina at the end of September and wish

her every blessing in her new life in Devon.  She has asked that there
be no Circuit event to mark her leaving.  Her last service in the Circuit
will be at Williton on 30th September which is a celebration of the life
of the church in the community.  The matter of replacing Tina will be
discussed when Nick is in post.

CIRCUIT ADMINISTRATOR
 As you will have heard, Elaine Atkins is leaving this post at the
end of August.  When Nick Lakin  takes up his role, decisions need to
be about what is required, before the job can be advertised.  Meanwhile,
Jean Armin will deal with the work necessary to keep things ticking
along, with help from Jane Sperring.  The Circuit Office contact details
will remain unchanged, though it may take a bit longer for any queries
to be answered: please bear with us!
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MINEHEAD MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The year is drawing to a close, a year which has seen a varied and

interesting programme which everyone seemed to enjoy. In September we
listened as Derek Smith recalled his memories of his work as a JP. The
balance of the year’s programme is as follows:
9th October: Stephen Price to explain and demonstrate the workings of

St Andrew’s church organ.
13th November: Ben Graham on his work at Foxes Academy.
11th December: Join us on the WSR Carol Train.

The Fellowship meets at 7pm every second Tuesday of the month in
St Andrew’s Annex. New members are always welcome. Come and join in
convivial company.

Pat Preston & Bill Griffiths

ALCOMBE IS GROWING MUSTARD SEEDS!
The new Alcombe Methodist Church Toddler Group will open

its doors on September 14th at 10am.  The Group is called ‘Mustard
Seeds’.

Please spread this happy news and pray for its success,
particularly in the early days. We would welcome more volunteers to
help and of course families to attend. Contact Rebecca for any
information; 07548 706922.

If anyone has any paper correspondence for Rebecca
Edwards Children & Families Worker, she now has a named tray in
the office at Alcombe.

Rev Colin Gooch
Those who remember Rev Colin Gooch, who served in the West

Somerset Circuit from 1984-1992 in Porlock then in Minehead, will be sad
to learn that he has passed away.

The funeral will be held on Thursday 23rd  August at 2pm in Caister
on Sea Methodist Chapel. Donations in lieu of flowers can be made care of
Arthur Jarys Funeral Directors, Caister on Sea - for Caister Methodist
Church and Addenbrooks Hospital Neuroscience Critical Care unit.
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EVENTS

FIRST AID TRAINING
We have arranged First Aid training for anyone from the Circuit

who feels this would be useful: which should be everybody!  Two dates are
booked, each with the same content, so just choose the one most convenient
for you.  Please put this in your diary and contact Jean Armin at the Circuit
Office to get your name on the list asap so we are sure of having enough to
make a good group.  The Circuit will cover the cost of £25 per person.

The First Aid sessions are at Alcombe and the choice of dates is:
Friday 26th October (afternoon)

OR
Monday 29th October (morning)

 The main focus is on how to assess the condition of someone taken
ill and how to respond.
The 3 hour session will include a break for tea, coffee and biscuits. Each
delegate will get a certificate of attendance (please note this is not a
regulated qualification), a first aid manual and a pen.

This course is being run by Richard Newton of Evince Training
Limited.

There is also Fire Safety training on 4th October at Minehead:
speak to Lewis Lintern for more details!

Rev Tim Langdon’s farewell service

Sunday 23rd September
at Minehead Baptist Church

4.30pm for tea
service at 6pm

Everyone invited!



9Methodist Women In Britain (MWiB)
Thank you for all the

money that has been raised over
the past two years for Amigos in
this Circuit. Another £550 was
raised at Margaret Hill's cream
teas in the garden. A good time
was had by all as you can see from
the photo. We await to hear the
final total next month.

The next District day for MWiB will be on Thursday 11th

October at Wonford Methodist Church in Exeter. This starts with
a service at 11am when Jane Sperring will be inducted as vice-
president for the District.  We take a packed lunch and enjoy
fellowship during that time before hearing from the Air
Ambulance which will be our charity for the next two years.

In our District we alternate between an overseas charity and
one in Britain. We close the day with devotions and tea. These
days are a real joy and it is great to make new friends across the
district. If you would like more information, or wish to come to
the day do please speak to Jane Sperring or Margaret Hill.

YARN BOMBING
We have a few more months … I have patterns …. ML
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ALL WE CAN HARVEST APPEAL
We do hope you have all kept your gift envelopes and

posters in a safe place and are planning to display and use them
nearer the time of your harvest service.
This Autumn be inspired by stories from Malawi of farmers who
are working hard to overcome seasons of failed harvests.  With the
introduction of solar panels, they are now hoping to pump out
water needed to irrigate their dry land.  These steps help to ensure
successful harvests for the future, providing much needed food
and income for families.

Those who are taking harvest services, please look at the
valuable resources provided by ALL We CAN.  Our support is
much needed, both financially and with our prayers and an in-
creased awareness of all that is being achieved, to help those less
fortunate than ourselves.

Please send cheques and Gift Aided envelopes to Liz Lewis
or Jane Bates.  Thank you.

Minehead Middle School Wednesday Club

Would you be interested in helping as a volunteer to
support Minehead Middle School Wednesday Club? This is run
every Wednesday lunch time, 12.30 – 1.45 and is a fun crafts and
games club with a Christian theme. Typically there may be
around 5-10 young people attend and the club usually has two
volunteers to run it.

We are looking for people who can help maybe just 1 or 2
times a month or more if you would like to.

If you are interested please contact Rebecca Edwards
Children & Families worker 07548 706922.
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   Westerley Christian Care Home
King Edward Road, Minehead TA24 5JB

We offer friendly 24-hour personalised
care packages by highly trained staff in a
peaceful and relaxed environment.
Contact us on 01643 702066 for information.

A big ‘thank you’ to
everyone who supported the
Westerley ‘Open Day’ on the 7th

July making it such a successful
time, with Rev Andrew Vidamour
opening the event, Watchet
town Band playing, churches and
friends of Westerley having stalls.

Also thank you to everyone who donated prizes and
helped in any way (all this while England were playing in the
World Cup!) We raised over £600 that will go towards the
‘Garden Project’ and that, together with other fund-raising,
means that work will be able to start later this year on
improvements to the garden for residents.

WESTERLEY
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September

Thursday 6th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Alcombe, 7.30pm
Frriday 7th : Circuit Leadership Team, Alcombe, 2pm
Sunday 9th : Bossington Harvest Festival, 3pm
Sunday 16th : Porlock Harvest Festival, 10.30am
Sunday 16th : Alcombe Harvest Festival, 10.30am
Sunday 16th : Watchet Harvest service, 10.30am
Sunday 16th : Minehead Harvest service, 10.30am
Sunday 16th : Roadwater Harvest Festival, 3pm
Tuesday 18th : Circuit meeting, Alcombe 7.30pm
Thursday 20th : MWiB AGM, Minehead, 2.30pm
Saturday 22nd : Westerley Coffee Morning
Sunday 23rd : Rev Tim Langdon, Minehead Baptist Church,

4.30pm tea, 6pm leaving service.
Wednesday 26th : Alcombe, Boss & T’combe Church Council 7.30pm
Saturday 29th : Big Sing, Bossington, 3pm

October
Thursday 4th : Fire Safety Training, Minehead 2pm
Sunday 7th : Washford Harvest service, 9.30am
Sunday 7th : Williton Harvest Festival, at St Peter’s Church, 10am
Sunday 7th : Brendon Hill Harvest Festival, 6.30pm
Tuesday 9th : CTiM meeting, St Michael’s Church, Alcombe, 12.30pm
Tuesday 9th : Brendon Hill, short Service and Sale of Produce, 7.15pm
Thursday 11th : MWiB District Day, Wonford, 11am
Sunday 14th : Alcombe Church Anniversary service 10.30am
Tuesday 16th : Brendon Hill Church Council meeting, 7pm
Wednesday 17th : B Hill Harvest Lunch, Ralegh's Cross Inn, 12.30pm
Thursday 18th : Porlock Church Council
Saturday 20th : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Friday 26th : First Aid training, Alcombe, afternoon
Monday 29th : First Aid training, Alcombe, morning

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
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November
Thursday 1st : Minehead Church Council, 2.30pm
Tuesday 13th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Watchet, 7.30pm
Wednesday 21st : Circuit Meeting, Minehead, 7.30pm

December
Saturday 1st : Westerley Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Thursday 6th – Wednesday 12th : Christmas Tree Festival, Minehead
Sunday 9th : Bossington Carol service, 3pm
Wednesday 19th : Roadwater Carol service, 3pm

2019

March
Thursday 7th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Minehead, 7.30pm
Tuesday 12th : Circuit meeting at Alcombe, 7 for 7.30pm

22nd – 24th : Circuit Weekend at Brunel Manor, Torquay

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Circuit weekend 2019
22nd – 24th March

Booking forms will be available
at the September Circuit Meeting.

Price held at £160 per person for 2019!
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ALCOMBE
Polar Explorers’ Holiday Club

Alcombe Methodist Church hosted a Holiday Club in August for
40 local children.  The club was organised by Exmoor Youth Project
Worker, Lynne Barton, and Methodist Children and Families Worker,
Rebecca Edwards, with the help of volunteers from four different
churches in the town.  The theme this year was Polar Explorers and the
church was decorated with sheets of snow and a large igloo made from
hundreds of plastic milk bottles.

The children were kept fully occupied and had a lot of fun, making
binoculars, iced foot shaped biscuits, maps and photo frames.  They
played a range of different games including; jumping across iceburgs,
throwing snowballs, a sleeping bag relay, ‘pass the ruck sack’ and finding
the polar explorer’s nose on a giant map whilst blindfolded.

Each day they watched a drama
about a group of inept polar explorers
who had a lot to learn about being fully
equipped, properly dressed, fully sup-
plied and able to follow the directions
of their chief.

In this way the children learned
more about the Bible’s teaching on who
can be part of God’s big expedition by
discovering that Peter was able to be
on God’s team despite making a big mistake; Stephen was needed even
though his job was very ordinary; Phillip was able to serve God even when
he was in a foreign land and Timothy was not too young to make a
difference.  The children sang along to their favourite action songs,
created their own team dens and team songs, shared jokes and pictures
and competed in all the challenges to get points.  The final result was
very close and The Great Globetrotters, Super Seekers, Terrific Trail-
blazers and Amazing Adventurers had all demonstrated they were real
winners throughout the week.



15
“I can’t wait until next year.”  “That was 100% great!”  “I loved

everything.”  “I can’t think of anything you could improve.”  “I wish we
could come next week.”  These comments suggest that this year’s
holiday club was a huge success.  The club culminated in a lunch for all
the families of the children.  Holiday Club 2019 is already being talked
about and is likely to be set in Space!

Our new Church Toddler Group, ‘Mustard Seeds’, will
open its doors on September 14th at 10am.

On Sunday 16th September our Harvest Festival service
will be led by Rev Barry Priory.

The next Church Council meeting is Wednesday 26th

September, at 7.30pm.
 Rev Mike Parsons will lead worship for our Church
Anniversary on Sunday 14th October.  This will be followed by
lunch at the Britannia Inn.
 Our autumn Messsy Church is on Saturday 20th October
at 3pm.

WASHFORD
Diary dates in September
Sunday 2nd  9.30am Family Communion
Sunday 16th  9.30am United service, Methodist Communion
Tuesday 18th 7.30pm Circuit meeting at Alcombe

Diary dates in October
Sunday 7th  9.30am Harvest Festival

For prayer: Joan Booth
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Knights Templar School

 As usual the annual Leavers’ Service was held at our church at the end
of July. The service is always a joy as the children share their memories of their

time at the school. The school children now
fill the main part of the church to capacity and
the parents, and some of the staff sit upstairs.
There were many ‘thank yous’ from the chil-
dren, and also some funny memories:
 Amy: “My favourite memory of Knights’
Templar was when the fire engine came when
I was in reception class.  When it was my go,
I squirted Mrs Robinson!”
 Tavey: “I remember a funny moment
when I was in Miss Lewis’ class and she asked

me to get a piece of paper.  It was in a stack of trays and BOOM, I fell into the
whole pile of trays.  Everyone laughed!”
 Warren: “I will remember when we hatched chicks out of their eggs in
Year 2.  The chicks were so cute!”
 Jayda: “My favourite memory is when we went to Woodlands.  I really
liked the den building and having a fire and toasting marshmallows.”
 Grace: “My favourite memory was with Miss Lewis when we were
allowed to bring our pets into school.  I brought in my two dogs and everyone was
allowed to ask me questions.  I loved bringing them in.”
 Logan: “My favourite trip was the Woodlands trip in Year 2.  I was with
my friends Albert, Joseph and John.  We made a den but I fell over a big stick and
we had to rebuild it.  When we played capture the flag, the wood was humungous.
I kept shouting to my team to try and make sure that my team won.”
  Oscar: “My favourite activity has been brass because our first lesson was
really funny.  Everybody was laughing because we sounded so bad.  Over the
weeks we’ve got a lot better and I will miss brass a lot.”

Jane Sperring

Watchet Methodist Church news

 It has been a very busy summer for us at Watchet.  As well as our usual
table top sales on the 3rd Saturday of the month, we’ve had cream teas in the garden
with Pete and Sue, a fund-raising day on the Esplanade, the annual photography
competition, and teas in the garden with Jane and Haydn. We also, as part of
Churches Together in Watchet and Williton, manned the gazebo one day at
Watchet Summertime and thoroughly enjoyed the evening at the Boat Museum
hearing the shanty singers and learning about Bishop Ruth’s husband Howard’s
voyage around the UK (see article below).  As I write this we are still anticipating
our united service at the Watchet Music Festival on Sunday 26th August.

www.navigatorsoffaith.com
www.navigatorsoffaith.com
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Navigators of Faith
 This is a sea voyage seeking the early voyages and life stories of Celtic
Christianity. Navigators of Faith set out on their round-Britain expedition from
Bristol on 10th May and finally finished at Watchet on 14th August. The
Navigators of Faith were re-discovering how the story of Jesus was first
brought to Roman Britain and how that story took deep root in Celtic Britain
and flourished for centuries. The event at Watchet Boat Museum was a fabu-
lous event with 75 people attending. Surrounded by a wonderful collection of
old flatties everyone joined in with singing the sea shanties. Charles played on
his home-made fiddle and Clive Gilbert told the story of St Decumen. Howard
and his crew, which changed throughout the voyage, shared their experiences,
some not so good such as engine failure, and others totally uplifting as when
they sailed into one port and the hundreds of people crowding the harbour
broke into song, singing ‘Amazing grace’.
For more information do visit the website at www.navigatorsoffaith.com

For Prayer: Pam, Sheila, Kathleen, Jan and Bill, Sue's Uncle George, Leslie,
Joanne, Bridget, Ann and Tim, Glynis, Eric, Patty, Bev and Alan, Ginny,
Alison and Eric, Betty and Charlie, Margaret, Linda(Haydn's sister), Helen,
Tina, Revd. Tina.

DIARY DATES in September

Sunday 2nd at 3pm: Songs of Praise on the Esplanade
Thursday 6th at 2.30pm: 2018/19 events planning meeting
Saturday 15th 10am to 2pm: Table Top Sale £5 per table:

 to book a table please contact Haydn Sperring on 01984 631054
Sunday 16th at 10.30am: Harvest Festival
Monday 24th  at 2.30pm: Bible study re-starts on the 2nd and 4th Mondays

of the month. All welcome.
Every Saturday morning from 10am: coffee morning

Winners
Under 16s - Winner - ‘Tunnel’ by Freddie
Temple
Open - ‘Dragonfly’ by Pete Maher, 2nd

‘Bluebell Wood’ by Rosie Beer, 3rd ‘Owl
in flight’ by Leanna Coles
Four Legs - 1st  ‘Giraffe’ by Rosie Beer,
2nd  ‘Feet in the sand’ by Maggie Walker,
3rd ‘Cow in snow’ by Leanna Coles
Next year's special category is .Transport’.

www.navigatorsoffaith.com
www.navigatorsoffaith.com
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BOSSINGTON (class of Alcombe)

On Sunday 1st July we held our Songs of Praise service with
the Watchet Town Band.  Unfortunately for us it was a very wet
afternoon, so we had to stay inside the Church.  Rev Andrew
Vidamour and Stephen Humphries led the service; the singing
went well and everyone enjoyed the afternoon.  Tea and biscuits
were served afterwards.

Our next service at Bossington is on Sunday 9th September
at 3pm.  This will be our Harvest Festival service, led by Mrs Jean
Armin, and followed by tea and the auction of the produce.  Our
auctioneer this year will be Mr Ian Atkins.  Do come along and
join us as we give thanks for the produce of his creation that God
has given us.

On Saturday 29th September at 3pm we a having a ‘BIG
SING’ which Rev Jane Sperring will be leading.  This will be
followed by tea and a chance to sit and chat.  The proceeds from
this will be divided between the Beacon Centre at Musgrove Park
Hospital, and our Church funds.

Do come and join us.
Eileen Burley

TIMBERSCOMBE (class of Alcombe)

We are delighted to have received a £250 donation to
Timberscombe Chapel from John Goodall and the Orchard
Social Club.  This was the sum raised by the Club providing a
delicious afternoon tea at the Old Dairy, where our monthly
Prayer, Fellowship and Bible Study meetings are held. We wish
to express our sincere thanks to the villagers who supported this
event.

Our next Prayer, Fellowship and Bible Study meeting will
be on Tuesday 25th September, at 2.30pm in the Old Dairy – do
join us!
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Diary dates for September:
  1st  6pm  Porlock Carnival
  9th  3pm  Bossington Harvest service
13th  3pm   Churches Together action meeting, Castle Hotel
16th  10.30am Porlock Harvest service
18th  7.30pm Circuit Meeting, Alcombe
20th  2.30pm MWiB AGM, Minehead
21st  2pm  Churches Together, Oak Wing
23rd  10.45am Celebrate Service, St Dubricius
29th  3pm  ‘Big Sing’ at Bossington
Diary dates for October:
18th     Porlock Church Council
28th   10.45am Celebrate Service, Methodist Church

Prayer list: Anne P; Michael M; Audrey E.

Britain’s got talent!
 There was a lot of talent in Porlock Methodist Church on
Saturday 7th July!  We had a concert arranged by the Music Director,
Chris de Vere Hunt, with singers, instrumentalists, pianists and an
organist, and also some comical monologues.  It was programme so
varied that it is impossible to point out any one performer!
 It was a concert to celebrate the 91 years of the church,
although Methodism had been in the village 10 years earlier.
Although the church was by no means full, the audience who had
come appreciated the variety and enjoyed the opportunity to join in
the songs for audience participation.
 Chris expressed thanks to all who had taken part.  Afterwards
everyone was invited to make their way to the church hall where a
cream tea was ready.  Chris was thanked for her work with a gift at
the beginning of the service the next morning.  This was our Church
Anniversary service, led by Rev Andrew Vidamour.  It was his last
service at Porlock as a Circuit minister, as he now moves on to
Devon.  After the service the members were invited to a Bring and
Share lunch and Andrew expressed his thanks for the fellowship at
Porlock during his time with us.

Cecily Corner
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MINEHEAD
Christmas Charity Card sale 23 - 27th October

at rear of Minehead church
Cards will be on sale for various cause: Save the Children, Children's

Hospice, Action for Children, Brooke Charity, Amigos and Dementia Action
Alliance are amongst the charities represented. If any church or charity would
like the opportunity to display and sell cards please phone Jo on 01643
704020 for more details.

Andrew’s Farewell
We had a lovely service to bid Andrew farewell and to thank him

for 10 years working with us.  He was presented with the [now famous]
picture of faces – thanks to everyone who sent one in and helped make
the picture a memorable souvenir for Andrew.  He also had a cheque for
£630 and a beautiful book on Exmoor.

The choir and the people sang and the food beforehand was
amazing.  Thanks to everyone who played their part in the celebration
of life in West Somerset during Andrew’s incumbency.   Sadly, no-one
thought to take a photograph of Andrew’s presentation, so there is no
picture to share.

Nick’s Welcome
We turn our concentration now to Nick’s Welcome Service on

Wednesday 29th August:  food at 5.30pm followed by the service at
7pm.  Nick is expecting a coachload from his old Circuit and so we look
forward to welcoming them and Nick, June and Lydia  in true West
Somerset style!  A cake from each church as before please and help
with guests, tea, and clearing up will be much appreciated by the
members at Minehead.

Most of all though, come and have a good sing and listen to what
Rev Graham Thompson our District Chair has to say to us.  Nick will be
moving into the Manse on 28th August, with his family – June his wife
and daughter Lydia.  Their daughter Bethany is spending a year in
Australia as part of her University degree course, so won’t be with us.
[She is having a wonderful time evidently!]

See you all on 29th!
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ROADWATER (class of Watchet)

Diary dates for September:
Wednesdays at 2.30pm:
   5th Informal worship: Rev Tina MacDonald
 11th Puzzle Club
 18th Prayer & Fellowship
 25th Puzzle Club

Puzzlers also meet for lunch at The Valiant Soldier at 12 for
12.30pm on the 2nd and last Fridays of each month – all are welcome
to join them.

Do join us for our Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 16th

September at 3pm led by Rev Nick Lakin.  This will be followed by
light refreshments.

Obituary:  Ann Green,
a long-time member of the Methodist Church and a faithful Christian.

On 4th August 2018 Ann finally lost her battle with cancer.  We
remember her with great affection.  Ann was a smart lady who always
looked immaculate with her sense of dress and colour.  She loved
gardening and took great interest in all things church while she was
able.  Ann paid attention to detail and enjoyed choosing the posters for
outside and inside the church.

She was a great organiser and joiner-in:  she would help with
Church lunches and, of course, organised the hospitality for the Festival
Orchestra, when it came on its annual visit.  She was a busy, caring,
loving person before she became too ill to continue.  She sang in the
choir, and would be very careful and detailed over the organising of the
harvest displays.

Ann helped with flower arranging and all in all was a very special
lady: a wife to Robert, mother to Helen, a granny to Eleanor and Joseph
and to all of us at Minehead, a friend.   Ann prepared her funeral
services with great care and they were full of the music she loved.  She
will continue to be much missed.

ML
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WILLITON
Williton Methodist Church Now

You may have heard that our church building has a problem with
the roof and that we can no longer meet there. We are very sad about this
as we have very fond memories of all that has happened in the building
since it was built and opened.

But we are still meeting together for worship and fellowship, now in
Danesborough View Common room, still at the same time, 10.30 am every
Sunday.

The Methodist Church has been active in Williton and the
surrounding area for over 200 years and many Williton families have been
part of it over that time. The first school and library began in the Methodist
meeting places, and we have tried to be as active as we can in the
community. Does your family have any memories of the church and
congregation? Perhaps you were married or baptised there, or you went to
the Sunday School: if so we would love to talk to you about those events.

Our wish to be active and useful continues so we will look for a
place to meet that can become a part of the Williton community family.

We will be having a special Celebration Service at Danesborough
View Common Room on Sunday 30th September.  We celebrate for many
reasons: that we can be here to worship God; that as Methodists we are
still a presence in the village; that we continue in friendship and fellowship;
that we are here to help the local community in schools, festivals, fund-
raising and so on.

So, whether you have been a part of the congregation in the past,
have a family tie to us or have no tie whatsoever, whether you belong to
any church or none, we would like you to join us on 30th September at
10.30am for an all-age celebration service, with children’s activities and
some wonderful singing, followed by refreshments which will, as always,
include lots of cake.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Williton Harvest Festival
United Service at St Peter’s Church

7th October at 10am
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‘Thank you’ to all those who joined

us for our Anniversary service, which
was really well-attended. Anne Browse
from Tiverton led our worship. She gave
three delightful stories about birds and
encouraged us to listen for their song as
well as being more aware in recognizing
guidance in quiet moments and amid the
bustle of busy lives.  We feel really blessed
with all the caring that takes place when
needed at the end of our lives.

We have enjoyed joining Circuit events to mark
milestones in the lives of our leaders and look to the
future months with expectation and excitement. Thank
you so much to our dear ministers for their leadership
and friendship in past years: our prayers and best
wishes are with you as you face the next stage of your
mission and personal commitments.  You have very
special ministries. Every blessing from us all at Beulah.

Rachel Chatwin

The Harvest Festival on Sunday 7th October at 6.30pm
will be led by Mr Maurice Hockridge of Crediton.  A short service
at 7.15pm on Tuesday 9th October, conducted by Rev Nick Lakin
will be  followed by the Sale of Produce.  We  extend a very
warm welcome to you all.

Our Church Council meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday 16th

October.
We will be sharing a Brendon Hill Harvest Lunch at

Ralegh's Cross Inn on Wednesday 17th October, meeting at 12.30
for 1pm.



Contact details:
SUPERINTENDENT    MINISTER: Rev.Nick P. Lakin

01643 705175. E–mail:nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk
            Minister Rev Tina MacDonald
01984 568417. E-mail:tinamacdonald@thethinkpit.uk

Magazine submissions to:-
Mrs Jean Armin, Mews End Cottage, Quay lane, Minehead TA24 5QU

01643 703597. E-mail: arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com
Date for submissions to October issue: 23rd  September
October issue will come out on Sunday 30th  September

BECOME A GOOD BOOK KEEPER

Pick it up and read it –
That is, if you dare –

It tells you why you’re living
And to cast away your care:

Most folk, however, seem to be
Content the way they are

And shrink from making change
Which may take them wide and far.

“What is this book?” you ask me:
Let me tell you straight away –

It holds the words of Jesus Christ
To guide us safely through each day;
It offers wisdom, insight, comfort,

It’s ever new and never old –
It’s the testament of Jesus

And it’s worth its weight in gold!

Philip Binding
(submitted by Cecily Corner)


