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Please note that donations towards the cost of the Messenger
should be made to “West Somerset Methodist Circuit.”

   Photo by Marlene Richards:
Rev Graham Thompson welcomes Rev Nick Lakin to West Somerset Circuit
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Tina

Dear Friends
Leaving you has not been an easy decision for me to make, especially

after the love and support I have received from you, particularly during a most
difficult and distressing time in my life, the death of my husband Garry.

During my short time of just over two and half years with you, I cannot
begin to express my thanks for the depth of care I have come to know and
experience being with you.

Thank you for the opportunities you have provided me with, not least for
opening the door for me to join West Somerset Methodist Circuit. I believe
wholeheartedly that this was part of God’s plan for me and my family. As a
Circuit you understood the need for us to stay in Minehead because of Garry’s
disability, thereafter you gave us the gift of time and space to care for him: for
this I cannot thank you enough, it has meant so much to me and my sons.  The
constant prayerful support we received was overwhelming and so greatly
appreciated.

My ministry in the Circuit has proved to be a very valuable time for me.
It has enabled me to get to know many of you, for relationships to flourish, and
to identify with a faith which is uplifting in song and free in Spirit. There have
been many delightfully encouraging moments which have nourished me along
the way, and which will remain in my heart as fond memories. There have also
been times of hard decision, but arrived at through fair discussion and agreement.
I have shared equal moments of laughter and sadness, times of loss and of gain.
All of this goes to make a daily pattern for ministry and a special journey with
God, one that lasts a whole lifetime, wherever we are, whatever we feel called to
do.

At this point in my life I have decided to be with my sons in Devon. I fear
that I am not brave enough, nor confident enough to remain in West Somerset
without  immediate family members near by.

Bereavement itself, I have discovered, is a very complicated and untidy
journey.  We are never prepared for its ups and downs, or its all-consuming
moments when memories ‘come unbidden’. The beautiful landscape of
Somerset, at present, holds for me too many of these memories which seem to
flood my mind at most unprepared moments. It is for these reasons, perhaps
somewhat selfish, that I have decided to move to pastures new.

I will miss being part of West Somerset Methodist Circuit, the smiles, the
laughter and the cake! I am also sad that I will not be experiencing a lengthy
colleagueship with Nick, our new Superintendent, but I wish him and his family
all the best for a happy and healthy life with you all.

Every blessing, Tina



4 Oct 18

CIRCUIT PRAYER to share
O Lord our God

fill us with your strength and courage
to keep us moving on.

Fill us with your compassion and gentleness
to come alongside those we meet along the way.

Fill us with your love and kindness
that we may share all we have received from you.

And so may the peace and blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit

be with us all and remain with us forevermore.
Amen

LECTIONARY
For October:

  7th  Genesis 2: 18 – 24
 Psalm 8
 Hebrews 1: 1 -4, 2: 5 – 12
 Mark 10: 2 – 16

14th  Amos 5: 6 – 15
 Psalm 90: 12 – 17
 Hebrews 4: 12 – 16
 Mark 10: 17 – 31

21st  Isaiah 53: 4 – 12
 Psalm 91: 9 – 16
 Hebrews 5: 1 – 10
 Mark 10: 35 – 45

28th  Jeremiah 31: 7 – 9
 Psalm 126
 Hebrews 7: 23 – 28
 Mark 10: 46 – 52
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NEWS

ALTERATIONS / CORRECTIONS TO THIS QUARTER’S PLAN:
  7th October: Porlock, 10.30am Rev Tim Woods
  7th October: Washford, 9.30am Rev Canon Ken Lindop, HF
21st October: Washford, 9.30am Mollie Brooks, Methodist service
21st October: Watchet, 10.30am Local Arrangement
21st October: Watchet, 6pm Seafarer’s Service
11th November: Brendon Hill, 6.30pm Mrs Margaret Lintern
18th November: Washford, 9.30am Rev Nick Lakin

We wish Peter & Julie Hopkins, and Tina MacDonald every blessing
as they move house and out of our area.

NICK’S WELCOME

As many of you will know, we had a lovely service to welcome
Nick and his family to West Somerset: a full church with lots of visitors
from Nick’s previous Circuit, some amazing singing and, of course the
presence of our District Chair, the Revd Graham Thompson, who
preached so inspiringly.

Thank you all for such a great response in the way of cakes and
help on the day: everyone who came helped make it the memorable
occasion it proved to be and a good starting point for the next phase of
our joint journeying with God here in West Somerset.

The trick now is to catch sight of Nick as he zooms around the
Circuit, popping up all over the place and generally joining us whole-
heartedly wherever he finds himself.  June is, with Lydia, continuing
to travel to Street each week, returning to the Manse at weekends and
Nick’s mother has been sighted with pruning hook and shears, busy in
the Manse garden!  Nick, we are pleased to welcome you and your
family and hope you will be happy here.
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It is with great sadness that we bid Tina goodbye as she leaves West

Somerset to move to Bideford to be with her family.  During her time here
she has undergone much sadness, not least in losing her husband shortly after
joining us.  Nevertheless she has made her mark in the Circuit, bringing her
gifts of listening, leading, teaching and care to the work she has done and we
will miss her very much indeed.

We will not forget you, Tina, and we wish you much healing as you
take a break from working: sleep, walk the dog, talk to God and learn what
he has for you next.  Come and see us from time to time and be blessed by the
prayers which go with you.
   With our love, the people of the Methodist church in West Somerset Circuit.

PETER & JULIE
We also say a reluctant goodbye to Peter and Julie Hopkins as they

leave West Somerset and return to their native Wigan.  Peter and Julie have
been faithful supporters of all things West Somerset whilst they have been
here and we are sorry to see them go.  They have been involved with Street
Pastors, both in Bridgwater and Minehead and we have all enjoyed and been
challenged by Peter’s preaching.

We will miss you and wish you every blessing in the next phase of
your lives.  May God bless you both.

ANDREW
Many thanks for the photo from my Welcome Service here which I

have now received and thanks too for arranging the West Somerset party to
come to my Service – it was good to see so many familiar faces on that
occasion, and I appreciate the time and effort you all took in being there.

The West Somerset Circuit is in my thoughts and prayers as you
embark on a new Methodist Church year, with all its changes, challenges and
joys.

I am getting on quite well here, and gradually finding my way around
this large Circuit. I have already taken part in two weddings!

Please pass on my love and best wishes to friends in West Somerset –
I think of you all often.

With every blessing.
Andrew
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May I be permitted to clarify the discrepancy between the picture

adorning the front of September’s Messenger and its caption inside the front
cover?  The picture clearly shows a steam locomotive numbered 34052 whilst
the caption suggests 34046.

In fact, the caption is correct but needs explanation.  34046 is member
of a class of engines known as ‘West Country’, each named after a place in the
area – hence ‘Braunton’.  It was built in 1946, originally heavily streamlined,
and rebuilt in 1959 without the streamlining, before being withdrawn from
service in 1965.  34046 was rescued from scrap and restored on the West
Somerset Railway at Williton where George was one of many who used their
skills in its restoration.

However, the ‘West Country’ engines had a sister class, virtually
identical, known as ‘Battle of Britain’ whose locomotives were named
recognising personnel, places, squadrons and planes associated with the Battle.

Paying homage to the Centenary of the Royal Air Force (this year), the
locomotive pictured IS 34046 but has been running disguised as 34052, named
‘Lord Dowding’ - a fighter pilot in the Great War, when the RAF was formed,
later becoming the Air Officer Commander of Fighter Command at the time of
the Battle of Britain.  The engine ran here on the WSR during August and
September and is expected to stay for the Autumn Steam Gala.

But then, I expect George knew all that!
Robert Green

PRAYERS & PRIVACY
With respect to the much-discussed GDPR rules about privacy,

many questions have been raised about how this affects our prayers for
others, in worship.  The important factor is that the named person
must have given consent.  Responsibility lies with the church stewards
to compile the appropriate list for use in public prayers etc.: preachers
can ask if permission has been given.

Churches which have a prayer request book for public use should
make the matter of consent clear to those using it.
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EVENTS

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)
Hannah Branfield, Mollie Brooks, Margaret Hill and I attended the

District Committee meeting for MWiB last month. We were presented with the
year end accounts and I am delighted to report that our Circuit raised the most
for the District project, which as you know was for Amigos. There may be some
more money to come in from other Circuits but the total so far raised over the
two years came to £13,861.70. The District project for the next two years will be
the South West Air Ambulance services which cover Somerset, Dorset, Devon
and Cornwall.
 The District Day, when I will be inducted as Vice-President of the District
MWiB, is on Thursday 11th October at Wonford.  The day will start with a service
and usually ends around 3.30pm with a cup of tea. It is a great time to meet with
other women connected with our churches around the District and also to hear
about the work of the Devon Air Ambulance service. Everyone is welcome on
these days and you don't have to be a member of a Women's meeting, or even
a member of the church, so do think about attending this one - or the next one
which is planned for 1st May 2019. If you would like transport to Exeter please
let me know.

Jane Sperring

Plymouth & Exeter District
Methodist Women in Britain

Autumn District Day
11th October

Induction of Rev Jane Sperring as Vice-President,
at Wonford Methodist Church Exeter.  All very welcome!

Methodist Women in Britain
‘Life and Learning’ event,

Saturday 27th October
at Truro Methodist Church.

(more info available from Jean Armin)
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         Christian Communities in Conversation (CCiC)
                         Plymouth & Exeter District

The many conversations about mission and evangelism
undertaken by Jo Simpson, our District Evangelism Enabler (DEE) led
to the conclusions that:
  people seemed frightened by the notion of evangelism and felt they

lacked the knowledge and confidence to undertake it.
  evangelism was scary and should be left to the experts.
  our approach has been one of knowledge rather than experience

and feeling.
CCiC is therefore a project aimed at engaging and enthusing us to

recover the art of Spiritual Conversation and to explore the Gospel in
fresh ways, empowering those for whom traditional approaches have
been less effective.

WATCH THIS SPACE!
For further information please contact Jo Simpson

(District Evangelism Enabler)
evangelism@pemd.org.uk         Tel: 07951 230521.

Lynne Wooldridge is the facilitator in training for CCIC for this
Circuit and Nick and she will soon be confirming two dates for
workshops with Jo for those who attended the recent introduction to
CCIC and want to have the experience of a conversation.  Anyone who
wants to know what has been learnt so far is welcome to ask Lynne.

Local Community Music Project commemorates WW1 centenary
Minehead Methodist Church will be hosting the world première

of a new choral piece by local composer Emily Feldberg on Saturday
10th November, involving more than 80 musicians from West
Somerset and beyond. Fragments: Voices from the First World War
brings together the voices of British and German people caught up in
the war, using original sources from the time.

Tickets for the concert, which will also include performances by
Minehead Male Voice Choir and Minehead Street Choir are now on sale
from the Regal Theatre and Toucan Wholefoods.
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Circuit weekend 2019
22nd – 24th March

Booking forms are now available
in your church!

Price held at £160 per person for 2019!

MANY THANKS - AND BE ENCOURAGED

It was a wonderful surprise at the Circuit Meeting when
Margaret Lintern thanked Julie and me for our time in the West
Somerset Circuit.

We regret that our moving away has happened so quickly. This
has been brought about by the fact that we have found it increasingly
difficult to cope with our various ailments and our family has insisted
that we move to somewhere with back-up facilities.

We can only thank everyone in the Circuit, and other
Christians such as Street Pastors, for the fantastic, warm welcome that
we have received. Our main regret is that we haven’t been able to
spend more time with you all.

The Circuit is obviously facing an uncertain future but there is
plenty of evidence to indicate that, in spite of so much upheaval, there
are exciting times ahead.

On 3rd November  the Circuit Leadership Team is holding an
‘Away Day’. Along with everyone else, we shall be praying for that
meeting, that it may trigger the start of a spiritual renewal.

In addition to this, we would urge you to try to get to a meeting
just 6 days later – the ‘Navigating Change’ Meeting at Plymouth
Central Hall on Friday 9th November. You can find details on the web.
The Methodist Church is holding 3 such meetings and we intend to go
to the one in Stoke on 6th & 7th November .  The 3 people who went to
last year’s meeting – Tina and ourselves – were really encouraged by
spending the day there.  It is ironic that the 3 of us are now moving on;
but surely God has a purpose!
God bless,        Julie and Peter Hopkins
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   Westerley Christian Care Home
King Edward Road, Minehead TA24 5JB

We offer friendly 24-hour personalised
care packages by highly trained staff in a
peaceful and relaxed environment.
Contact us on 01643 702066 for information.

WESTERLEY

Do you have any spare time?
Would you be willing to help?

We are looking for more people
to come into Westerley Care Home

to chat, play games, be artistic
or get involved with activities

with the residents.
Are you that person?

There are very interesting people here
who would benefit from your help.

If you can help please contact
Ian Atkins on 01643 702066 or
Email: ianatkins52@gmail.com

Thank you

From all the residents and staff at Westerley Christian
Care Home, a big THANK YOU to everyone who came and
supported our  Coffee Morning on the 22nd September. It
was a great success with the Watchet Town Band playing,
refreshments, cakes, bric-a-brac, raffle and a treasure
hunt, all helping us to raise £216.50 to go towards the
garden project.
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October
Thursday 4th : Fire Safety Training, Minehead 2pm
Sunday 7th : Washford Harvest service, 9.30am
Sunday 7th : Williton Harvest Festival, at St Peter’s Church, 10am
Sunday 7th : Brendon Hill Harvest Festival, 6.30pm
Tuesday 9th : CTiM meeting, St Michael’s Church, Alcombe, 12.30pm
Tuesday 9th : Brendon Hill, short Service and Sale of Produce, 7.15pm
Thursday 11th : MWiB District Day, Wonford, 11am
Saturday 13th : Watchet’s Got Talent 7.30pm
Sunday 14th : Alcombe Church Anniversary service 10.30am
Tuesday 16th : Brendon Hill Church Council meeting, 7pm
Wednesday 17th : B Hill Harvest Lunch, Ralegh's Cross Inn, 12.30pm
Thursday 18th : Porlock Church Council
Saturday 20th : Watchet Table Top Sale 10am - 2pm
Saturday 20th : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Sunday 21st : Watchet, 6pm Seafarer’s Service
Friday 26th : First Aid training, Alcombe, 1 – 4pm
Monday 29th : First Aid training, Alcombe, 10am – 1pm

November
Thursday 1st : Minehead Church Council, 2.30pm
Saturday 3rd : Circuit Leadership Away Day: please pray!
Saturday 3rd : Children’s Hospice SW Fayre, Minehead, 10am – 12 noon

Tuessday 6th : Watchet Church Council 2.30pm

Saturday 10th : Fragments: Voices from the First World War, Minehead,
     7.30pm

Tuesday 13th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Watchet, 7.30pm
Wednesday 21st : Circuit Meeting, Minehead, 7.30pm

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
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December

Saturday 1st : Westerley Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Thursday 6th – Wednesday 12th : Christmas Tree Festival, Minehead
Sunday 9th : Bossington Carol service, 3pm
Sunday 16th : Washford St Mary’s Carol service, 9.30am
Wednesday 19th : Roadwater Carol service, 3pm

2019
March

Friday 1st : WWDP service Minehead, 3pm
Thursday 7th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Minehead, 7.30pm
Tuesday 12th : Circuit meeting at Alcombe, 7 for 7.30pm
22nd – 24th : Circuit Weekend at Brunel Manor, Torquay

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

FIRST AID TRAINING
Two dates are booked, each with the same content, so just choose

the one most convenient for you.  Please put this in your diary and
contact Jean Armin at the Circuit Office to get your name on the list asap
so we are sure of having enough to make a good group.  The Circuit will
cover the cost of £25 per person.

The First Aid sessions are at Alcombe and the choice of dates is:
Friday 26th October (afternoon)  OR

Monday 29th October (morning)
 The main focus is on how to assess the condition of someone
taken ill and how to respond.
The 3 hour session will include a break for tea, coffee and biscuits. Each
delegate will get a certificate of attendance (please note this is not a
regulated qualification), a first aid manual and a pen.

This course is being run by Richard Newton of Evince Training
Limited.

There is also Fire Safety training on 4th October at Minehead:
speak to Lewis Lintern for more details!

only a few places left - book now!
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WATCHET

Watchet News

 Our Harvest service was taken by Rev Nick Lakin and there
was a collection of produce to take to the Food Cupboard and the
Phoenix Centre.  The whole church was beautifully decorated by
various church members and we are grateful for the talent they
displayed. Pictures of the decorations are on our website and below.
 Our Table Top sale coincided with the 1940s weekend and we
had some interesting conversations with the many visitors who came
to the town for this event. As you can see from the photo many of
them came in costume and it was lovely to see so many people
enjoying themselves at this event.
 We are pleased that the Quantock Food Cupboard, working in
conjunction with the Alcombe Food Cupboard, are now able to use the
Annex as this part of our building has not been put to good use in
recent years.
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October:
Monday 8th - 2.30pm Bible study on Genesis led by Jane Sperring.

All welcome to learn and share.
Thursday 11th - Thursday Circle at 2.30pm. Speaker - Rev Nick Lakin:

‘Wellies, water and song - Chaplaincy at the Glastonbury Festival.’
Friday 12th - Knights Templar School Harvest at the church
Saturday 13th – ‘Watchet's Got Talent’ at 7.30pm.
Saturday 20th - 10am to 2pm Table Top Sale.

To book a table please phone Haydn - 01984 631054
Sunday 21st - 6pm Seafarer's service
Monday 22nd - 2.30pm Bible study on Genesis led by  Jane Sperring.

All welcome to learn and share.
Friday 26th - 7pm Ecumenical vespers to commemorate the

25th  anniversary of Deacon Vincent Wood's ordination
and afterwards refreshments at the Phoenix Centre.

November:
Tuesday 6th - 2.30pm Church Council meeting.

Every Saturday morning from 10am – coffee morning

Knights Templar School

The new year at school has started with two new members of
staff and another one due to start in October. Mrs Laura Weaver is
the new Deputy Head and Miss Alexandra Glenister is our new Year 4
teacher. In October Mrs Samantha Coleman will be joining the office
staff after Daphne Milton retired at the end of August. We pray that
they will all settle in quickly at the school and that their many gifts will
inspire the children's learning.

 cont …
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Some of the Governors met with David Frowde, the Head
Teacher, at the end of August to put into place dates for the year
to monitor the children's work. This is of vital importance because
as Governors we need to see that the children are progressing as
they go through the church year. In the past the dates were often
set very late which resulted in some of us being unable to fulfil this
vital duty.

I am going into school again to hear the children of Maple
Class read. This is always a delight and it is lovely to see the
children's reading improve week by week.

Some more memories from the Year 4 leaver's service:
 Izzy – “The favourite memory I have from Knights Templar
is when I went to Exmoor Zoo when I was in Mrs Bradford’s class.
I really enjoyed seeing the Exmoor beast.  It was a black jaguar in
a clear glass cage and there was two of them – a male and a female.
I also really enjoyed seeing the animals that were prey for other
animals.  I remember seeing a crane’s egg – it was huge.  It was a
bit scary when the bus broke down on a steep hill on the way there.”
 Niamh – “My favourite thing we’ve done in swimming was
when the whole class did team games. My favourite thing I’ve done
in Oak Class was the egg experiment when the milk turned into
slimy white jelly.  We had to chuck it in the bin!”

Jane Sperring

And for your prayers: Jean Galsworthy, Pam Hills, Kathleen Atkins,
Sheila White, Sue Rose's Uncle George, Ian Candy, Ann and Tim
Cranmer, Ginnie Nash, Bridget Rowe.
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Our Harvest Festival service was led by Rev Barry Priory,
with gifts given for the Food Cupboard.  After the service we
shared lunch and further fellowship.

Wesley Guild Fellowship
Meetings at 7.30pm on Thursdays, in the Lounge
October:  4th  Jane Sperring
  11th  Jean Armin, ‘Our journey with God’
  18th  Church related poems
  25th  Julian Luke, Minehead Museum

The Church Anniversary service of Holy Communion, with Rev
Mike Parsons, will be followed by dinner at the Britannia Inn - please
add your name to the list in the porch.

The next Messy Church is at 3pm on Saturday 20th October
when your prayers for the families would be welcomed.

MUSTARD SEEDS
The Mustard Seeds Toddler group has had a very successful

start. The team were more than ready for the opening on Friday 14th

and we had a gentle but acceptable number of families. Tina led us
in prayer as we waited for families to arrive. The second week had
more than double the number of families and we had lots of positive
comments. Thank you to everyone for their hard work, including
those who helped ‘behind the scenes’. The picture shows some of the
team ready to start.

Mustard Seeds runs
every Friday during term
time 10am - 11.30am.
Alcombe Methodist
Church.
Volunteers welcome,
contact Rebecca on

07548 706922.
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What a great time we had at Bossington Chapel on Sunday 9th

September when we celebrated our Harvest Festival.  As always the
Chapel was beautifully decorated by Jeanette Perkins.  This year we saw
not so much garden produce but tinned fruits and beans, rice, cakes,
biscuits and honey.
 Mrs Jean Armin conducted the service and we centred our
thoughts on thanking God for all he has done for us and we prayed for
those in countries where there is drought and those who are using
technology to help.
 Geoffrey Perkins kindly played the piano for our service, and
Jeanette Perkins and Margaret Hill read the lessons.  Following the service
we had tea, followed by the sale of the produce.  This year Ian Atkins was
the auctioneer and we raised £151.15 for church funds, and £47 for ‘All
We Can’ in the envelopes.  Our sincere thanks go to everyone who
helped and gave to our Harvest, and we thank God for all the blessings
he has given us throughout the year.

 Our next service at Bossington will be on Sunday 7th October at
3pm which will be led by Rev Nick Lakin, with Holy Communion.

TIMBERSCOMBE (class of Alcombe)

On Sunday 3rd September at 4 o’clock we had a lovely, short
service. The family of Millie Lambert, a past member of the chapel,
brought her ashes into the chapel for a service of blessing before they were
 scattered elsewhere.

It was a wonderful occasion as Millie was a lifelong friend of Bet
Gould, a present member of the chapel.  They met and worked together in
Woolworths all those years ago.  Bet’s son was able to bring her to chapel
on the Sunday and we sang, ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’, a favourite
hymn of Millie’s.

During the service a lot of memories were shared, together with a
lot of laughter.  We are so grateful that Millie’s family, together with the
entire congregation of Timberscombe, were able to gather in her memory
and our thanks go to her family and to Bet’s family for  making it happen.

Margaret Lintern

Our next Prayer, Fellowship and Bible Study meeting will be on
Tuesday 30th October, at 2.30pm in the Old Dairy – do join us!
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MINEHEAD

DAVID NEAL PLUMB
David was born in Swindon in 1929 and three years later his sister Beth

arrived.  He attended Commonweal Grammar School during the war years
then worked in Swindon Borough Treasurer’s Department in 1945, before
being called up for National Service in 1947, some of which was spent in
Egypt.  Returning to his job, David qualified as an Assistant Engineer and
moved up to the Water Department in 1958.  He worked in Chippenham and
then Cirencester and Swindon where he enjoyed working in the Cotswolds for
many years, an area he loved.

David and Anne were married in 1964 and moved to Wootton Bassett
where they made many friends.  They were blessed with three wonderful
daughters, Amanda, Helen and Janet.

David was a member of the Scout Troop and his love of Exmoor started
at an early age when camping at Horner; he received a Long Service Award
for 30 years’ service to the Scouting movement.  He later left the Scouting
movement, to become a School Governor.

Caravanning was the basis of many family holidays, which were some
of David’s happiest memories.  David considered himself very fortunate to be
able to take early retirement in 1984 which enabled him to spend more time
with his family and to run Wootton Bassett Word Processing Bureau from
home.

David was a gifted musician, playing the piano and organ.  Church was
always very important to David, being a member of the Moravian Church in
Swindon, then the Methodist Churches in Wootton Bassett and more recently
here in Minehead.  He was always an active member helping out in numerous
ways.  He was a member of the church choir and loved playing the organ at
many churches in the area for many different occasions.  He received a Long
Service Award from the Methodist Church for over 70 years’ service as an
organist.

For years David had a passion for young people having the chance to
learn to play the organ and was therefore thrilled when the Alcombe Organ
School was set up and was delighted by how well the youngsters are
progressing.
 David and Anne finally retired to Minehead in 2000, to enjoy Exmoor
and wonderful walks around here.  David enjoyed being a member of
Minehead Male Voice Choir and the Probus Club.  He loved travelling but
loved returning home to Minehead.
   Rest in peace.
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THANKS
Anne Plumb and her daughters would like to thank everyone who

attended David’s Thanksgiving Service, sent cards, messages of sympathy and
donations.  Their support is much appreciated.

Robert Green records his sincere gratitude for the cards, prayers and
thoughts received from the Circuit Meeting and Staff during Ann’s lengthy
illness and similarly for those received from many members of the Circuit
following her death on 4th August.  They have been of great support during the
difficult times and have been so much appreciated.

HARVEST
We had a visiting preacher for our harvest service, Revd Vincent

Canning.  It was lovely to welcome Vincent, Sharon and Christian here again.
Vincent led a lovely service and the church was decorated beautifully.  After
the service a harvest lunch was enjoyed by about 24 people – ham and quiche,
salad and lots of delicious puds!  We were able to take a boot full of tinned
food and other non-perishable goods to the Food Cupboard as a result of our
harvest giving.

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way to provide this wonderful
harvest celebration.

Margaret Lintern

WASHFORD

Diary dates in October
Sunday 7th  9.30am Harvest Festival
Sunday 21st 9.30am United service, Anglican Communion

Future date for your diary:
Sunday 16th December 9.30am St Mary’s Carol service

For prayer: Joan Booth
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PORLOCK

Diary dates for October:
13th    St Dubricius Gift Day & Auction of Promises
18th    Flu injections at Village Hall
20th    Apple Day at Visitors’ Centre
25th  7pm ?  Church Council
28th   10.45am Celebrate Service, Methodist Church
Diary dates for November:
21st   7.30pm Circuit meeting, Minehead
24th  12 – 6pm Exmoor Christmas Craft Fair
25th  10.45am Celebrate Service, St Dubricius
Diary dates for December:
  9th  3pm  Bossington Carol Service

Prayer list: Anne Perkins; Tony Reed; Michael Meech; Audrey
Eastwood; Eileen Floyde.

 We held our Harvest Festival on 16th September when our
preacher was Tim Hedgecock.  It was a lovely service and several
visitors attended.  The church was beautifully decorated and our gifts
were taken to the Food Cupboard.

 In the middle of August Rev David Clark and his wife Barbara
paid a nostalgic visit to West Somerset to see the hill country
churches at Wheddon Cross, Exford, Winsford, Dunster, and also at
Porlock and Minehead, where he was the minister in the 1960s.

I met them in Porlock and we had a good chat.  Their eldest
daughter Andrea and her husband Philip drove them down.  Andrea
and Joanne were both born in Porlock.  Philip is a Methodist minister
in Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire.  David and Barbara remember several
members at Porlock and send their best wishes.

Eileen Floyde
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BRENDON HILL

The Harvest Festival on Sunday 7th October at 6.30pm will be led
by Mr Maurice Hockridge of Crediton.     A short service at 7.15pm on
Tuesday 9th October, conducted by Rev Nick Lakin, will be followed by the
Sale of Produce.  We extend a very warm welcome to you to come to our
hill country chapel.

Our Church Council  meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday 16th October.

We will be sharing a Brendon Hill Harvest Lunch at Ralegh's Cross
Inn on Wednesday 17th October, meeting at 12.30 for 1pm.  Members please
contact Gill Tapp on  01643 841280.

NIGEL COWLING

Nigel Cowling has now left us and the Thanksgiving gathering at his
home, Ruglands Farm, will have taken place by the time you read this. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Rachel, and the family, who
ensured that he was cared for at home, during the last weeks, when he was
so ill. We are so grateful to live at this time of medical knowledge and
expertise and grateful also to  the individuals who made his last times as
comfortable as possible.

A unique, very strong character, who coped with the elements of
climate and tackled any gradient, he had a deep connection with the land
as well as domestic and wild life.

Tributes have included, "a gentleman of the Brendon Hills"; "a very
wise lad"; "called a spade a spade". He was ready to help anyone with the
misfortune to end up in the ditch, or those who needed a temporary home;
anyone working with him e.g. at lambing time, was expected to give 100%
but then felt trained for life in attitude and motivation.

He will be remembered   among circles of
farming, business, gardening,   sheepdog trials,
beekeeping, hunting, and local  social events.  And who
has not found him driving his Land Rover to lead large
flocks of sheep between  Clatworthy and Brompton Regis
or bid against him at Beulah harvest auction and had to
pay over £5 for a bar of chocolate?

He will be greatly missed by so many but the
memories live on of his kindness and high expectations.

written by a twice blessed sister, Rachel
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ROADWATER (class of Watchet)

 We celebrated Harvest Festival on 16th September when our
service was led by Rev Nick Lakin, and Mo Best kindly played the
organ for us.  Although we were not a huge congregation, we certainly
made a joyful noise.
 Afterwards we enjoyed cake and conversation and had a
chance to get to know Nick a little better.  A collection in aid of ‘All We
Can’ raised £101.  We were also able to deliver a collection of items
to the Food Bank on Tuesday.

Diary dates for October:
Wednesdays at 2.30pm:

   3rd Informal worship: Rev Jane Sperring
 10th Puzzle Club
 17th Prayer & Fellowship
 24th Puzzle Club

Puzzlers also meet for lunch at The Valiant Soldier at 12 for
12.30pm on the 2nd and last Fridays of each month – all are welcome
to join them.

WILLITON
We are having another Coffee Morning and Sale at the

Parish Office in Killick Way.  This will be on Saturday 20th

October from 10am to 12 noon, with proceeds going to
Williton Methodist Church Funds.  Do join us!

PRAYER CONCERNS FOR WILLITON
Bridget Gliddon, Peter & Julie as they settle back in Wigan.
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