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Please note that donations towards the cost of the Messenger
should be made to “West Somerset Methodist Circuit.”

   Picure by Jean Armin
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I think I am quite a positive person, so I have long been drawn towards
writings that are positive in their nature, that see God in a positive way and
acknowledge love as the most powerful and helpful force in the world. Not
surprisingly, then, I am interested in the work of Julian of Norwich, the
medieval mystic and holy woman whose work, ‘Revelations of Divine Love’
was the first published work by a woman in the English language.

Julian of Norwich lived from 1342 to roughly 1416. Before adulthood
she had caught plague than four times!  However, she survived what had killed
millions and experienced visions.  Aged thirty she decided to dedicate her life
to these visions, to trying to interpret them and to serving God this way.
Consequently, she had herself walled into a cell, becoming an anchoress and so
famous that she was constantly visited by people wanting her advice. This
self-inflicted imprisonment lasted until her death, nearly 45 years later.

This year for our annual holiday, Lynne and I travelled to Norwich,
where we were able to visit the site of Julian’s cell and the visitor centre next
door. It was the realisation of a long-held desire and it was well worth the long
journey. Despite her cloistered existence, or perhaps because of it, Julian saw
God in a truly positive way and saw love as the only hope for this world. Her
mantra that, “all shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall
be well” had long caused me to want to meet this woman and learn from her,
despite the 700 years separating us.

For me the most memorable thing was Julian’s vision of a small sphere,
no bigger than a hazelnut, which she realised was the whole world. How, she
thought, can such a small and fragile thing survive? Then the answer came to
her that it survives because God loves it. Before leaving the cell I was given a
hazelnut to remind me of the whole experience. I was staggered that even in
such an unpromising situation it was possible to show the love of God and to
put forth the proposition that only through love, the love of God and of each
other, can we truly become all that God planned for us to be.

If you get the chance, please visit this shrine in the heart of modern
Norwich. I think you will be pleased and surprised in equal measure. As we
move into the quarter of the year with Christmas and all that means I wish you
all, and all your families, the love of a great God and the peace of
the Christ-child in your lives.

Clive



4 Nov 18

CIRCUIT PRAYER to share
Loving God, we pray for those in authority,

that they may not manipulate truth to retain power.
May the kingship of Christ guide them.

We pray for those exploited or abused by those in positions of power.
May the kingship of Christ guide them.

We pray for those robbed of their freedom for challenging injustice.
May the kingship of Christ guide them.

We pray for our church,
that in confidence we would share your truths that we know,

and in humility seek out the truths we have yet to learn.
May the kingship of Christ guide us.

We pray for one another and ourselves,
that we would be open to truth and eager for wisdom.

May the kingship of Christ guide us.
Amen

LECTIONARY
For November:

  4th  Deuteronomy 6: 1 – 9
 Psalm 119: 1 – 8
 Hebrews 9: 11 – 14
 Mark 12: 28 – 34

11th  1 Kings 17: 8 – 16
 Psalm 146
 Hebrews 9: 24 – 28
 Mark 12: 38 – 44

18th  Daniel 12: 1 – 3
 Psalm 16
 Hebrews 10: 11 - 18
 Mark 13: 1 – 8

25th  Daniel 7: 9 – 14
 Psalm 93
 Revelation 1: 4 – 8
 John 18: 33 – 37
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NEWS

ALTERATIONS / CORRECTIONS TO THIS QUARTER’S PLAN:

11th November: Minehead, 3pm united Remembrance Day service
11th November: Brendon Hill, 6.30pm Mrs Margaret Lintern
18th November: Washford, 9.30am Rev Nick Lakin

                                   News from ALL WE CAN

First of all, many thanks for the generous donations Jane Bates and
I have received for the Harvest Appeal. These have been sent off to HQ and
they have asked me to pass on their gratitude to all who have contributed.
Lives of people in Malawi will be transformed as the purchase and use of the
solar powered pumps will irrigate the dry land which will enable an increase
in the growth of crops.  This in turn will allow farmers to feed their families and
make an income from selling the produce.

Thank you also to those who have donated to the Indonesia
Emergency Appeal.  Gifts are being put straight into action, helping improve
conditions and prospects for families that have had their homes and
livelihoods destroyed by the earthquake and following tsunami.  See the
prayer on page 8 – please continue to use it as many, many people need our
spiritual as well as our financial support.

PS: Christmas is on its way and we can continue to help people living in
some of the world’s poorest communities by ordering from our Extraordinary
Gifts Appeal.  Each church should have received a number of gift
catalogues.  Gifts start at £10 for safe clean water for a family.  Maybe a
church group could buy a gift between them or a whole congregation might
like to share a purchase which will transform lives.  An 8 year old boy from
South Wales picked up a catalogue and saw the “fantastic gifts for people
who really need them.” He went on to say, “We are so lucky and have lots of
nice things and others don’t so we need to help as much as we can”.
Please help if you can.
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Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)
 On Thursday 11th October over 60 women gathered at Wonford
church for the District Day. The service, at which I was inducted as
vice-president for the District, was conducted by Rev Graham
Thompson, our chair, and included Holy Communion.
 A lot was packed into the day. We raised, in the District,
£14,309.16 over two years for Amigos. Phil Pugsley says, “We have
never received this level of support from Christians; we’re
overwhelmed by your love and determination to see lives changed.
Please pass on a huge hug to everybody.” Roger, who accepted the
final cheque, shared some moving stories of individual young people
whose lives have been changed through the charity; not least the fact
that 23,000 people now have access to clean water through new bore
wells.
 As you may know our charity for the next two years is the
Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance. It was agreed that the money
raised from each church would go towards the air ambulance that
covers their area, so over the District that will be four different air
ambulance groups. On March 14th we are having a talk by the Somerset
and Dorset Air Ambulance group at Watchet so do look out for details
nearer the time.
 There is so much going on through MWiB that a Newsletter is
produced. I have copies for the churches not represented at the District
Day which I will distribute when I can.  In the meantime I will ‘lift’
articles from it so that you can see the variety of work that is done. I
hope this will encourage others of you to attend the District Day - the
next one is on 1st May 2019 - so put the date in your diary now!

Jane Sperring
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EVENTS

A musical event takes place at Minehead Methodist Church on 10th

November – a new work for choir, orchestra and baritone solo composed
by Emily Feldberg who lives in Carhampton.

It is entitled ‘Fragments: voices from the First World War’.
Tickets for the evening performance have already sold out but people are
welcome to come to an open rehearsal between 2 and 4.30pm. The first
half of the concert will showcase Minehead Male Voice Choir and
Minehead Street Choir with a range of songs related to the theme.

KNITTED ANGELS
The latest date for any angels is for them to arrive with me by end of

November please.  We then will arrange for them to be blessed before we
go out to distribute them via café tables, benches, fences, etc.  If you would
like to give any away, should  you meet anyone in need, please do!  Requests
for the completed, blessed, angels will need to be made to me, via phone
01643 706150 or email mmnorthmoor@talktalk.net and we will then work
out how to go about it.

Very many thanks to everyone for the hard work which has gone
into producing some really beautiful pieces of work – you wait till you see
them!

Margaret Lintern

FIRE!
During October we had a demonstration by the Fire Safety Officer

on how to operate the fire extinguishers we have in our Circuit churches.
We all ‘had a go’ and learned to be careful – one extinguisher does not
cover all fires:  water for wood and paper fires, foam for electrical fires.  We
are very grateful to Lewis for arranging this important demonstration.
Certificates will arrive shortly for those who attended.  They will be
delivered to each church with this Messenger.
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A Prayer for Indonesia

Loving Lord,
We pray for the people in Indonesia

affected by the earthquake and tsunami;
For those people not yet reached by aid

we ask for quick access and rescue;
For the families grieving loved ones lost

we ask for comfort and hope;
For those without homes and facilities

we ask for basic needs to be met;
For those traumatised by the chaos

we ask for calmness and peace;
For the aid workers using their skills to help

we ask for wisdom and strength;
For us, as strangers to those in need

help us to respond as neighbours.
We ask for all of these things in Jesus’ name.

Amen

Claire Welch, All We Can
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PORLOCK
Diary dates for November:
16th  2pm  Churches Together, Oak Wing
18th    St Dubricius, bell ringers’ evensong
21st   7.30pm Circuit meeting, Minehead
24th  12 – 6pm Exmoor Christmas Craft Fair
25th  10.45am Celebrate Service, St Dubricius
Diary dates for December:
  6th – 12th   Christmas Tree Festival, Minehead Methodist
  9th  3pm  Bossington Carol Service
16th  10.30am Porlock Carol Service
Prayer list: Anne Perkins; Tony Reed; Michael Meech;
Audrey Eastwood, Eileen Floyde.

LOST PROPERTY? WE HAVE IT!

At Minehead Methodist Church we have a large blue
zip-up plastic/canvas bag containing several bright and shiny
metal poles.  We thought that it had come from one of the
musicals that took place in the church, but it now appears
not.  It would seem to be the poles from a tent or similar,
without the cover.

If anyone has any ideas about it
please let Jean Armin know, as it is
now taking up valuable space in her
office, and will shortly be removed to
the recycling centre unless someone
claims it.
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FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
November

Thursday 1st : Minehead Church Council, 2.30pm
Saturday 3rd : Circuit Leadership Away Day: please pray for

 this conversation about the future vision of our Circuit.
Saturday 3rd : Children’s Hospice SW Fayre, Minehead 10am – 12 noon

Wed 7th : Watchet & Williton Churches Together, S.A Hall 3pm

Saturday 10th : Fragments: Voices from the First World War,
Minehead, 7.30pm

Sunday 11th: Remembrance Day service, St Andrew’s,
Old Cleeve, 10.15am

Sunday 11th: Remembrance Day service, Minehead, 3pm
Tuesday 13th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Watchet, 7.30pm
Saturday 17th : Watchet Table Top Sale, 10am - 2pm
Wednesday 21st : Circuit Meeting, Minehead, 7.30pm
Thursday 22nd : Watchet Church Council 2.30pm

Tuesday 27th : Alcombe Church Council 7.30pm

Friday 30th – Sunday 2nd : Christmas Tree Festival,
St Decuman's Church, Watchet

December
Saturday 1st : Westerley Coffee Morning, 10.30am - 12 noon
Saturday 1st : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Thursday 6th : Minehead Christmas Tree Festival opening service 6.30pm
Friday 7th – Wednesday 12th : Christmas Tree Festival, Minehead
Sunday 9th : Bossington Carol service, 3pm
Sunday 16th : Washford St Mary’s Carol service, 9.30am
Wednesday 19th : Roadwater Carol service, 3pm
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FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

2019

February
Saturday 9th : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm

March
Friday 1st : WWDP service Minehead, 3pm
Thursday 7th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Minehead, 7.30pm
Tuesday 12th : Circuit meeting at Alcombe, 7 for 7.30pm

22nd – 24th : Circuit Weekend at Brunel Manor, Torquay

May
Wednesday 1st : MWiB District Day

Circuit weekend 2019
22nd – 24th March

Booking forms are now available
in your church!

Price held at £160 per person for 2019!



12 Nov 18WILLITON
On Tina MacDonald’s last Sunday with us we held an ‘invitation

service’, with people from the surrounding bungalows at Danesborough View
joining with us, as we made a very joyful noise with our singing.

Three people had been asked to choose a reading: none of them knew
what the others had chosen, and yet each reading fitted in with the others as if
it had been planned.

We heard Jonah’s story of running away, then about God as the Good
Shepherd, finding the lost sheep and lastly that nothing can come between God
and us as His creation.  At a time of sadness over Tina leaving us and us leaving
our church building, we needed to hear that message – God is with us, so who
can be against us?

Jane Sefton
PRAYER CONCERNS FOR WILLITON: Bridget Gliddon.

WASHFORD
Diary dates in November
Sunday 4th   9.30am        Family Communion
Sunday 11th  10.15am      Remembrance service at St Andrew’s,

Old Cleeve
Sunday 18th  9.30am        United service, Methodist Communion
Wednesday 21st 7.30pm   Circuit meeting at Minehead
For prayer: Joan Booth

ROADWATER (class of Watchet)
Diary dates for November:
Wednesdays at 2.30pm:
   7th Informal worship: Rev Nick Lakin
 14th Puzzle Club
 21st Prayer & Fellowship
 28th Puzzle Club

Puzzlers also meet for lunch at The Valiant Soldier at 12 for
12.30pm on the 2nd and last Fridays of each month – all are welcome to
join them.
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Thursday Circle season opened with a fascinating talk by Nick

Lakin about his time as a chaplain at the Glastonbury Festival.
 Our ‘Watchet's Got Talent’ evening was a great success. Charles
Birch and Ann Gilbert opened the evening with tunes played on psalters.
Other musicians included Steve Sutherland and Haydn Sperring with
songs from Nick Lakin and Iorwerth Jones. The evening finished with
Alan Jones and friends singing 1940s songs to join in with. Other items
included a reading from Rachel Irven's poetry group, a funny reading
from Richard Stanton and a poem and Joyce Grenfell monologue from
Jane Sperring. In the interval we all enjoyed some soup and a variety of
desserts. Thanks go to John and Val Ward who arranged the evening.
 The church was decorated with various sea articles by the Sea
Scouts for the Annual Seafarer's service on Sunday 21st October. Nick
Lakin led the service with our friends from the other churches taking
part. An offering was taken up in aid of RNLI.

Watchet Diary Dates
Saturday November 3rd - Art exhibition and sale

Wednesday 7th November - Churches Together meeting at 3pm at the
Salvation Army Hall

Thursday 8th November - Thursday Circle at 2pm
"Time for School", Speaker - Rev Deborah Kirk

Monday November 12th - 2.30pm Bible study on Genesis led by Jane
Sperring. All welcome to learn and share.
Saturday 17th November - 10am to 2pm

Table Top Sale. Christmas cards etc for sale
To book a table please phone Haydn - 01984 631054
Thursday 22nd November - Church Council meeting.

Saturday 24th November – Caturn’s night in Watchet
Monday 26th November - 2.30pm Bible study on Genesis led by Jane

Sperring. All welcome to learn and share.
Friday 30th November to Sunday 2nd December

Christmas Tree Festival at St Decuman's Church
Every Saturday morning from 10am – coffee morning
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 Because of the weather we held the Harvest service in the school
hall instead of walking the children down to the church. The head girl,
Imogen Wood and head boy, Ned Ellwood welcomed us all. The harvest
readings were led by the house captains and the prefects offered prayers
of thanks. I told the children the story of the stone soup. Lots of gifts
were brought in by the children for the food cupboard.  Many parents
attended the service and the children sang the four songs with great
gusto.
 We now have houses at the school and they have been named after
our local bays - Blue Anchor, Warren, Helwell and Doniford. The children
can earn points for their houses in various ways and have elected their
house captains for this year.
 The Year 4 children worked hard at writing their applications for
the positions of head boy and head girl. The staff were highly impressed
by Imogen and Ned for their ambition and drive to hold these roles and the
skills and qualities which would enable them to be ambassadors for the
school. Over the coming year they will be called upon to meet and greet
important visitors to the school, as well as being involved in a wide range of
other important and enjoyable duties.
 £330.65 was raised for Macmillan Cancer Support through a cake
sale and the teachers had a ‘Bake Off’ judged by Mrs Milton. Mrs Sherrin
won the ‘Star Baker’ award with her tasty chocolate muffins.
 Miss Glenister, one of our new teachers, has introduced the ‘maths
at home’ initiative. David Frowde, our head, writes, "This year the children
will be having homework with the emphasis on reading, spellings and this
interactive maths link. It has been shown that spending a small amount of
time each day at home on these skills makes a big impact on their ability to
learn in class. We appreciate that families have busy lives and that the
children often do things in their own time with sports, music and other
organisations, but we would please ask you to support your child to complete
their homework. Their learning is not just school based – it has been proven
that children who share stories with their parent(s) and talk about their
reading, engaging with words in the environment, have on average 30,000
more words in their vocabulary by the time that they are five compared to
children who are not read to and who do not read."
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Just to add to this - if you have a couple of hours a week to

spare, any school would appreciate you coming in to hear the children
read. Just contact your local school for details.

Jane Sperring

BRENDON HILL
Our ‘Harvest’ this year has yet again been a time of poignancy, as

well as thankfulness.  Our Sunday service was led by Mr Maurice Hockridge
from Crediton, a sympathetic farmer, who we hope to see again.  At the sale
on Tuesday, bidding went really well to provide our usual total, despite
being without 2 of our faithful, stalwart bidders.  Our harvest meal at
Ralegh’s Cross carvery was very enjoyable and gave us a chance to get to
know more of Nick Lakin.

Following the death of brother, Nigel Cowling, the service of Thanks-
giving took place at his home at Ruglands Farm on Saturday 29th September
in a farm shed. His four children worked so hard to plan everything to be
true to his unforgettable, unique life-style and beliefs. Those who attended
were many and found seating on chairs or straw bales for several hundred
with imported trees and pulpit.  Beneath the cross (provided by the Rev Paul
Kingdom of Brompton Regis, who led the service) was a stag's head in woven
willow.

On display were Nigel's Trusty Landrover (which had carried the
coffin from Beulah earlier, to his chosen spot overlooking Brompton Regis,
made by his engineer, younger son), his faithful ‘Fergie 35 tractor and
plough’, and beehive and photos of his life. Sheep dogs were nearby but
silent. The tear-jerking 'finale' listed on
the order of service as ‘Nigel's favourite
music’ was a recording of a flock of dis-
tressed sheep (when separated from their
lambs) followed by the live call of the
hunting horn ... wow!

Our grateful thanks to all who gave
sympathy and support during this time
and contributed to the Children's Hospice
South West, which the Sheepdog trials
supported regularly.
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ALCOMBE

Wesley Guild Fellowship
Meetings at 7.30pm on Thursdays, in the Lounge
November:    1st   Rev Nick Lakin
   8th  Lewis Lintern
  15th  Tim Hedgecock
  22nd  Holiday Quiz
  29th  Julian Luke, The Seychelles

Another fun Messy Church took place at Alcombe on 20th

October. The theme for the day was ‘Real Me’, the focus on how we see
ourselves and having good self-esteem and that God sees us for our
inner selves, not what we appear to be on the outside.

We made stained glass windows, ‘DNA’ and looked at our
fingerprints while thinking about what makes us unique and all the
wonderful attributes we have that God gave us.

‘Messy Robot’ was created from junk and demonstrated how it’s
not what someone looks like that makes them special. Messy Robot had
a post box for messages and prayers which became part of the
celebration in the church along with the story of Samuel and how God
helped him to find King David.

We played a game and enjoyed tea together while thinking
about famous quotes such as this one from Judy Garland; ‘Always be a
first rate version of yourself instead of being a second rate version of
someone else’.

Our prayer for the day was; ‘God, help us
to value ourselves and each other for what we
are like on the inside, not on the outside’ .

Our next Messy Church at Alcombe will
be on 1st December 3pm – 5pm. Everyone
Welcome.

Becca

The picture shows Leo & Ben with ‘Messy Robot’.
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God works in mysterious ways!

Having attended the church here at Alcombe and been a part of the
Circuit for the last 13½ years I have reached the difficult decision that it’s time
for me to move on. The seed was sown earlier this year during a conversation
after a service as I was feeling I’d become less helpful and was less able to
attend services and meetings due to the distance from where I now live in
Wiveliscombe. A few months later every service I attended at Alcombe was
giving a lesson about ‘making a difficult decision’, ‘following where God leads’,
etc. I realised God was giving me a not-so-subtle nudge so set aside one
Sunday morning to attend a church here in Wivey and decided to go to St
Andrews (the parish church). But God had other ideas!

When I got there I discovered there was no service that day as they
were joining a service elsewhere that morning. I felt confused and started to
pray as I knew I was meant to attend a church up here but thought I’d missed
the service at the evangelical church on the small side road. I felt moved to go
and have a look anyway and found their service didn’t start until 11am so I had
time to spare. It was their harvest service so I not only got invited to stay for
tea or coffee but also soup and sweet lunch.

It felt like home from home. I got talking to the Pastor, his wife and
some congregation members over lunch. When I explained how I came to be
attending their church that morning and that I’m currently a steward and a
Worship Leader this was met with much excitement and an exclamation of,
“Ooh we’ve been praying for a Worship Leader!” With that everything fell into
place and the decision was made.

I am sad to be leaving Alcombe church and the Circuit but do so with
many fond memories as I consider you all as a family! I wanted to say a big
thank you to you all for your love and support through tough times and
wonderful times and above all for the part you have all played in this chapter
of my journey with Christ. I now look forward to the next chapter where I’m
called to reach out to my local community in Wivey where there is a great
need!

So again thank you and bye bye!
Hayley Camm
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BOSSINGTON (class of Alcombe)

 On Saturday 29th September we held our ‘Big Sing’ at
Bossington Chapel.  Rev Jane Sperring led the service and her theme
throughout was the life and work of St Francis od Assisi.  The lessons
were read by Jeanette Perkins and Lynne Purvis.  We over-worked
Geoffrey that day by having 8 hymns, starting with ‘All creatures of our
God and king’.  Tea and cake were served after the service.  Our
thanks to everyone who helped to make this such a wonderful time.
We raised £90 which has been divided between the Beacon Centre at
Musgrove Park Hospital and our church funds.

 Our next service at Bossington is on Sunday 4th November at
3pm and will be led by Rev Jane Sperring, with Holy Communion.  Do
come and join us.
 We then look forward to our Carol Service which is on Sunday
9th December at 3pm, when Rev Nick Lakin will lead our service.  Tea
will be served after the service: everyone is welcome.

TIMBERSCOMBE (class of Alcombe)
Our next Prayer, Fellowship and Bible Study meeting will be

on Tuesday 27th November, at 2.30pm in the Old Dairy – do join
us!

Please pray for us as we seek to maintain a Christian
presence in our community.
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As well as our regular lettings, we continue to welcome other events

to our building and this last month has been no exception.

The Arts Society held a chamber concert on 12th October and
fortunately our new boiler went in to action just in time – in fact it was super
efficient!

The following day we hosted a wedding of a past member of our
Sunday School whose Mum was a member here before she moved to
Williton and joined the church there.  It was lovely to see members of
Williton in the congregation supporting Veronica as she escorted Grace
down the aisle. There were a number of guests on the bridegroom’s side from
Wales and the singing of the hymns reflected that, ably accompanied by
young Joseph on the organ.

Please come along and support the Children’s Hospice SW Fayre in
our Hall on Saturday 3rd November from 10am – 12 noon.

Our Church Christmas Fair is on Saturday morning, 10th

November, and we should appreciate donations of items for sale.  As well as
the usual clean, unbroken bric-a-brac, books and clothes, we should also like
items to sell as Christmas gifts and stocking fillers (unused Christmas or
birthday gifts from last year or the year before which were lovely to receive
but they went straight into the drawer or cupboard would be ideal).  If you
have odd Christmas cards left over from previous years, they, too, would be
most acceptable.

On top of all that, we also require items for the Church raffle (if you
intend buying something for this, please see Santha first, so that we have a
good selection and not too many duplications).  Finally, don’t forget to come
on the 10th and buy lots to support our Church.  Thank you all.

This year’s united Remembrance Day service will be held here at
3pm, followed by a parade to the War Memorial in Martlett Road where
poppy wreaths  will be laid.  This is an ecumenical service, open to all.

On Thursday 6th December our Christmas Tree Festival opening
service at 6.30pm will be led by Rev Nick Lakin: all welcome!

For your prayers: Anne Plumb



Contact details:
SUPERINTENDENT    MINISTER: Rev.Nick P. Lakin

01643 705175. E–mail:nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk
Magazine submissions to:-

Mrs Jean Armin, Mews End Cottage, Quay lane, Minehead TA24 5QU
01643 703597. E-mail: arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com

Date for submissions to December18/January19 issue: 25th  November
December18/January19 issue will come out on Sunday 2nd  December

 
COFFEE 

MORNING 
 

10.30am – 12 Noon on 

SATURDAY  1st December 
WESTERLEY CHRISTIAN CARE HOME 

KING EDWARD ROAD, MINEHEAD  01643 702066 

Refreshments, Cakes, Bric-A-Brac and Raffle 

Any items as prizes for the raffle are appreciated.             

Donations to Westerley – details as above 

PLEASE COME & SUPPORT US!! 

WESTERLEY


