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Please note that donations towards the cost of the Messenger
should be made to “West Somerset Methodist Circuit.”

   Cover photograph © Margaret Lintern see page 7
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It seems that 2019 has only just begun, and it is already

February and the shops are full of Valentine cards and heart-shaped
chocolates - alongside the Easter eggs! Why do we spend so much time
celebrating St Valentine? Why not any of the other saints, like St
George? Maybe it is because the retailers have found a way of
encouraging us to spend money. Companies that make confectionary
provide us with sweets and chocolate in the shape of a heart and card
companies have lots of ‘Be my Valentine’ cards for us to buy.

It is the time of year when we are encouraged to think of love;
of passionate and romantic love. But all too often this type of love is
portrayed as being about the self. The kind of things we hear in
popular love songs are 'You're the one that I want', 'I want you, babe'
or 'Be mine tonight'. Although many people enjoy listening to these
songs, they speak of a love which is self-centered. They are about the
things that ‘I’ want. These songs seem to suggest that people in loving
relationships are mainly concerned with what they get from each
other. This sometimes leads to disappointment and perhaps even to
conflict.

Christians believe that real love comes from God, and it is very
special. It does not want to own; it is not dependent upon gifts and
presents; it does not make demands; it is not self-centered; it is
unconditional; it will never fail.  God’s love is shown in care and concern
for the other person, not in an individual demanding what they want.
God’s love is about living in peace, and it is about offering compassion
and care to the other person, for their good.

If within our personal relationships we were able to focus on
the needs of the other person there would be much less unhappiness
in the world. Real love encourages us to think less about what we want
from each other and focus much more on how we might be able to help
and support one another.

So, when we open our Valentine cards (if we get any!) and eat
our chocolates, we would do well to remember the divine love of God,
seen most clearly in the person of Jesus Christ. As the great
Methodist hymn-writer put it …
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LECTIONARY

  3rd  Jeremiah 1: 4 – 10
 Psalm 71: 1 – 6
 1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 13
 Luke 4: 21 – 30

10th  Isaiah 6: 1 – 13
 Psalm 138
 1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11
 Luke 5: 1 – 11

17th  Jeremiah 17: 5 – 10
 Psalm 1
 1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 20
 Luke 6: 17 – 26

24th  Genesis 45: 3 – 15
 Psalm 37
 1 Corinthians 15: 35 – 50
 Luke 6: 27 – 38

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down;

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;

Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Nick
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CIRCUIT PRAYER to share

Holding firmly to the message we have heard,
we approach our living Lord.
He who perished upon a cross
now sits enthroned in heaven,
yet he comes here to meet us.

As we draw near,
confident in the Word that has been passed on to us,

we look to our Lord to lead and encourage us.
May we grow in knowledge, understanding,

and the kind of belief that becomes
a wellspring of action in our lives,
pouring forth in love for others.

Amen.
© ROOTS

ALTERATIONS / CORRECTIONS TO THIS QUARTER’S PLAN:

Not to the Plan, but for various reasons a number of dates have been
re-arranged.

These include:
Local Preachers’ meeting has moved FROM 7th March

TO 4th April (at Minehead)
Alcombe Church Council has moved FROM 27th February

TO 26th March
Minehead Church Council has moved to 28th February … probably!
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Minehead Street & School Pastors…
… have been chosen by the Co-op as beneficiaries of their
Community Fund in West Somerset for 12 months which began on 1st

November 2018.  Each time you use your blue membership card and
buy a Co-op branded product, 1% goes to the Community Fund.

Please support the Pastors by registering online at
membership.coop.co.uk and choose ‘Minehead Street & School
Pastors’.  You can also register by calling 08000 234 708 with your
card number.

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)

The MWiB Executive met in January
and said, "our finance officer was unable to
join us on this occasion, however we found
a very famous substitute as pictured,
Susanna Wesley!"

A prayer to mark the 350th anniversary of her birth
Living, loving God, Trinity in Unity, we praise and thank you

for the life of Susanna Wesley, Mother of Methodism. Inspired by
her regime of private prayer and meditation, may we grow in our
devotion to you. Following our conscience as she did, may we think
for ourselves and dare to act on Kingdom values. Aware of her
programme of teaching children, girls and boys alike, may we value
and nurture all in our care, sensitive to individual needs. Encouraged
by her determination to build up the faith of her family and the
parish of Epworth, may we lead others to follow Christ more closely.
Discerning the Holy Spirit moving powerfully in the life of the nation
as she did, may we be open to new challenges and expect great
things from you. We ask in the name of Jesus Christ and in the power
of the Spirit. Amen

NEWS
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We are delighted that Mrs Jane Scott has been appointed as our

new Circuit Administrator as from 1 March.  More details to follow!
Thank you for your prayers about this appointment.

Following on from the questions given to all the churches in
November, the process of discernment about our way forward with God
has continued with a meeting of Church Stewards, at Bossington.  This
was a great opportunity to get to know each other better, personally,
and through the stories of each of our churches.

Our Circuit acts as an umbrella to the churches, and each
church is an umbrella for those in it: see front cover photo!

Look out for the ‘Our Calling’ leaflet in your church, with
questions to encourage us to think about how we fulfill our calling
through worship, learning and caring, service, and evangelism.

CIRCUIT COVENANT SERVICE
It was wonderful to share together in this special service,

bringing together many from our Circuit churches to renew our
commitment to God.  The singing was joyful, the words powerful,
and attention was completely engaged when Nick suggested he
would be sprinkling us all with blood!

Thank you to all those who provided the food for
refreshments following this service at Alcombe and to everyone
who helped in preparing or clearing up.  True worship and
fellowship were shared.

Please note there will be a Circuit Service at Minehead on
Sunday 28th April at 3pm: put it in your diary!

"There are very few people who realise

what God would make of them

if they abandoned themselves entirely

into His hands, and let themselves

be formed by His grace."
St Ignatius



8 Feb 19

‘When you have gone’ Workshop
[previously ‘Death and Dying’]

There will be another workshop, at Roadwater Chapel:
Wednesday 30th January 2019 from 2pm to 4pm

with refreshments.
Cost:  by donation please

Do come along and enjoy an afternoon of fun!  Please let us
know if you will be there, on mmnorthmoor@talktalk.net or
on 01643 706150.  Bring your friends! OPEN TO ALL!

Margaret Lintern

The Compass Course is now underway – posters are in
every church.  If you can’t join us, pray for us, that all those taking
part will grow in their faith and understanding.

There will be a World Day of Prayer
service at Minehead Methodist at 3pm on Friday
1st March, with a rehearsal the previous Friday,
22nd February.

The Roman Catholic Hall in Minehead will again be hosting
the popular Lent Lunches, on Fridays from 8th March to 12th April.

EVENTS

Messy Church is for adults and children to enjoy together.
We use creativity and hospitality to bring people together and to feel

loved and spiritually supported.
Got a question? Call Rebecca Children & Families Worker; 07548 706922
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   Westerley Christian Care Home
King Edward Road, Minehead TA24 5JB

We offer friendly 24-hour personalised
care packages by highly trained staff in a
peaceful and relaxed environment.
Contact us on 01643 702066 for information.

WESTERLEY

‘Happy New Year’ from all the residents and staff at
Westerley Christian Care Home.

We are still looking for people to come into Westerley to get
involved with activities, whether that be to chat, play games or anything
else, including providing entertainment. Do you have a good story to
tell, or are you musical? If you think you can help improve the residents’
quality of life I look forward to hearing from you.

Future Events
Saturday 30th March Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12 noon
Saturday 25th May Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12 noon

Saturday 6th July ‘Open Day’ event 2pm

Following on from last year’s successful Open Day I would like
to invite the individual churches in the Circuit to have a table from
which to sell or advertise at the event. The only thing we would ask is
that there is no crossover on items that we are selling, as this is one of
our main fund-raising days of the year. If anyone is interested please
contact me.
I look forward to hearing from you
Ian Atkins
Activities Co-ordinator, Westerley Christian Care Home
email ianatkins52@gmail.com Tel 01643 702066
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FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:February

Saturday 2nd : Christians Communities in Conversation, Alcombe
Saturday 9th : Messy Church, Alcombe, 3pm
Sunday 10th : Civic Service, Minehead Methodist, 3pm
Wednesday 13th : Churches Together meeting, Watchet, 2pm
Saturday 16th: Table Top Sale, Watchet, 10am - 12 noon
Tuesday 26th : Timberscombe Bible Study, Old Dairy, 2.30pm
Thursday 28th : Watchet Church Council, 2pm
Thursday 28th : Porlock Church Council, 7pm

March
Friday 1st : WDP service Minehead, 3pm
Friday 1st : WDP service St Decumen’s, Watchet, 2pm
Saturday 2nd : Safeguarding training, St Thomas, Exeter
Wednesday 6th : MWiB District committee meeting, Exeter, 10.30am
Saturday 9th : Local Preachers’ District Day, Wonford, Exeter
Tuesday 12th : Circuit meeting at Alcombe, 7 for 7.30pm
Wednesday 13th : CTiM meeting, URC, 12.30pm

22nd – 24th : Circuit Weekend at Brunel Manor, Torquay
Tuesday 26th : Alcombe Church Council, 7.30pm
Thursday 28th : MWiB Circuit committee meeting, Porlock, 2.30pm
Saturday 30th : Westerley Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12 noon

April
Thursday 4th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Minehead, 7.30pm
Saturday 6th : Messy Church, Alcombe 3pm
Thursday 18th : Maundy Thursday HC, Alcombe, 7.30pm
Friday 19th : Walk of Witness, Minehead
Sunday 21st : Easter Sunday
Sunday 28th : Circuit service, (pastoral care) Minehead, 3pm
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FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

May
Wednesday 1st : MWiB District Day, Plymouth Central Hall, 11am
Saturday 11th : Christian Aid Rainbow Fair, Minehead
Saturday 18th : Christian Aid Concert, MMVC, Minehead Baptist 7pm
Saturday 25th : Westerley Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12 noon

June
Wed 5th : MWiB Circuit Easter Offering service, Roadwater, 2.30pm
Thursday 6th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Watchet, 7.30pm
Sunday 9th : Circuit service at Brendon Hill, 6.30pm

July
Saturday 6th : Westerley Open Day 2pm

September
Wednesday 4th : MWiB District meeting, St Thomas, Exeter, 10.30am
Thursday 5th : Preachers & Worship Leaders, Alcombe, 7.30pm
Sunday 8th : WEST SOMERSET CIRCUIT 50th BIRTHDAY celebration
Thursday 19th : MWiB Circuit AGM, Minehead, 2.30pm
Saturday 21st :  Westerley Coffee Morning, 10.30am -12 noon

November
Saturday 30th : Westerley Coffee Morning 10.30 - 12 noon
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BRENDON HILL

Carol services are usually uplifting and all are different. We were
very happy on Sunday 16th December to remember the events of that unique
night  in terms of thinking about the light of
the angels, as well as Jesus, coming into the
shepherd’s dark environment, and our  dark
world. It was literally illuminating!

We were glad to join the rest of the
Circuit in January for the covenant service,
to begin the New Year.

World Day of Prayer
This is the ‘new’ name for what was Women’s World Day of Prayer

which we will mark on Friday  1st March  at  3pm, here at  Minehead
Methodist Church.  Evidently the name we use today was the original name
for the organisation.

The hymn we will be introduced to this year has the words ‘All are
welcome’ as its chorus. So, come to a service near you for ALL ARE
WELCOME and ‘Everything is ready’ – this year’s title for the service
compiled by the women of Slovenia.

Christian Aid Week 2019
There will be street collections on Saturday 11th, Friday 17th and

Saturday 18th May, for which collectors will be needed.
The Rainbow Fair returns to the Methodist Church hall on Saturday

11th May and our 2019 colour is yellow.
The week will conclude with a concert by Minehead Male Voice

Choir at Minehead Baptist Church on Saturday 18th May at 7pm followed
by the usual buffet.

MINEHEAD
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Rosie received her goat - in fact, two of
them! - through All We Can for families in
India. Thanks to the Wednesday evening Bible
study group and the Sunday morning
congregation for all their contributions.

Barbara Stanford has moved on to start her
new journey in her new home nearer to her family. If
anyone would like to write to her please send it to:
Room 2, Abbeyfield, 17 Green Lane,  Fordingbridge,
Hampshire, SP6 1HT.

We shall miss her very much and her family said
she would love to hear from us.

We were delighted to welcome Vanessa Furze and David Sowden
who were married here on 28th December and we send them every possible
good wish and God’s blessing on their future life together.

On Sunday 30th at our Local Arrangement Service we discussed
‘The Questions’ and had a good session.

At the beginning of December when the Minehead Festival was
held, we opened our church and put up the full-size nativity.  The
communion rails were removed and the church was open for the entire
Festival.  People were able to come in for a bit of quiet and to be reminded
of the meaning of Christmas.  There was a constant stream of visitors, so we
served coffee some of the time. On the Saturday afternoon Alcombe
brought Messy Church to us and young families came in to share Christmas
crafts.  A great time was had by all!

We now have a new gardener, called Andy.  Please say ‘hello’ to
him if you see him working away. I was always pleased to chat to people
whilst I worked! I enjoyed almost three years of gardening at The Avenue.
I hope you enjoy the Spring flowers that are about to come up. Many thanks
to all the people who donated money, plants etc and were often very
 encouraging.          Rosie
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Then there was the Christmas Tree Festival.  We had 55 trees this

year and a nicely full church at the opening ceremony.  Approximately
£2,000 was raised for Save the Children and another £1,000 for church
funds.  Many thanks must be given to all the volunteers who manned the
church during the seven days.  Particular thanks are due to Jo Watts, Liz
Lewis and Stevie Jenkins and to all the caterers for all their hours and hard
work during and after the event to make the festival such a success.

On 16th December, our Brownies reminded us of the Christmas
story by weaving their nativity play into our Service, and, again we had a
good attendance in church.  In the evening we had a good turn-out for our
Carols by Candlelight and the church looked very beautiful, thanks to
Lewis who, ably assisted by Robert and John, lit the candles [not a small
task].

The next day Seashells nursery [average age 2] came into church
for their annual Christmas service.  Parents and Grandparents came too,
making a very happy [and noisy] occasion.

During the week Minehead Middle School [Upper School in
morning, Lower School afternoon] came to church for their Carol
Services.  It was a lovely sight to watch the full church of youngsters
[mostly] enjoying a good sing!

On Christmas Eve we held our annual Shoppers’ Service, led by
Nick [complete with Christmas jumper!] and preceded by mulled fruit
punch and mince-pies.  There were about 85 people there and as we had a
remnant of the Christmas trees still in church, it looked beautiful.  Thanks
to all who helped set up and clear up!  On Christmas morning there were
a good number in church, again with a ‘grown up’ nativity and the
Christmas trees.  Many thanks to all who helped, particularly Tim Woods
who did marathon on washing up.

‘You kept your appointment

just like you said you would.
You promised,

and I believed you.

Well, that’s what faith’s about, isn’t it?

You didn’t say when or how you would come.

but you said you would ...’

Tom Gordon, from The Appointment
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Here is a snap shot
of the Christmas Tree
Festival … >>>>>>>>

By 6th January the
Wise Men had arrived at
the house where the baby
was, and the shepherds were back in the fields!

… and here are the Wise Men hiding from Herod
<<<<<<<<<<       in the office!

And now, as we throw ourselves once more into our daily routines,
we send everyone in the Circuit our very best wishes for 2019.

PORLOCK
Discussing the questions about our church and Circuit during

worship led by Jean Armin made us think!  Whilst there are some
concerns about membership numbers falling, we appreciate what we
have ... excellent premises, faithful worshipping people, and care and
concern for each other and for the local community.  On the fourth
Sundays there is a joint service which is held alternately at Porlock
Methodist and St Dubricius church.  The ‘Celebrate’ service is planned
and led by people from various denominations, and is usually a
well-attended and fairly lively service.
Diary date for Porlock folk – Church council meeting at 7pm on
Thursday 28th February.

TIMBERSCOMBE (class of Alcombe)

 Although we have not been worshipping in our
Chapel over the Winter, we continue to meet for fellow-
ship.  Our next meeting at the Old Dairy is at 2.30pm on
Tuesday 26th February.



16 Feb 19WASHFORD

Events at Washford in February
Sunday 3rd : 9.30am Family Communion
Sunday 17th : 9.30am United Service, Anglican Communion

For prayer: Joan Booth

WATCHET

Knights Templar School
Mr Frowde, our headteacher, decided it would be nice for the

Year Four Eco-warriors and Head girl and boy, to visit Wibble Farm
to choose the school Christmas tree. It was a fantastic experience
and one that brought back many memories for the adults that took
them. The children were given a tag and free rein to explore the
fields in order to find the perfect tree for our school hall. The result
was amazing! It really was the perfect tree and will definitely be a
hard act for next year’s students to follow.

During the last term we have been busy trying to find funding
and grants to support the continued improvement of our Science
resources. This would also enable us to extend the learning potential
in the outside area of our school. I am delighted to say that the
school has received some amazing support from our local Co-op. This
was through the hard work, commitment and dedication put in by
Vicky Valrayan when completing application forms for community
funding.

The outside area now has some dedicated gardening beds for
all classes to use in the Spring, as well as some stepping stones which
link the forthcoming butterfly garden area with the gardening plots.
We are very excited about the potential projects which will engage
and enthuse future gardeners and conservationists in Watchet.

 Jane Sperring
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Watchet Methodist Church news

We were delighted to see the church so full that people had
to sit in the gallery three times in December. We hosted the school's
first Christingle service, the annual Scouts Christingle service and
were delighted to join with our friends from the Baptist church on
Christmas Day.
 The New Year started with a party on New Year's day with
games and quizzes and a bring and share tea. Over 30 people
attended our Thursday Circle when Garrick Mound gave us a very
interesting talk on Dunster castle, its history and its people. In
February we have Lorraine Davies coming to speak to us about
Graphology.

Our united service for all the churches in Watchet and
Williton met at Danesfield School for the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. The theme was "Justice and only justice you shall
pursue". Around 70 people attended the service, the music was
provided by the Baptist church and all other churches took part in
the service. Scales, made by Haydn, were used to illustrate the
imbalance in our world today and the activity with dominoes and
jelly beans really brought home the theme to us all. If you want to
know more about that please speak to one of us!   An offering was
taken up for the work with the poor
in Java, which was the focus of our
worship. Fellowship continued
afterwards with a bring and share
lunch.
 On 31st January the majority
of the church congregation will be
having a meal at the Bicknoller Inn,
which at the time of writing, we are
all looking forward to.

For your prayers: Sylvia Newbert; Jan Simpson-Scott; Meriel Davis



18 Feb 19
Watchet Diary Dates

Thursday 31st January - Church Lunch at the Bicknoller Inn
Saturday 9th February - 7pm - Slide show with Pete and Sue
Monday 11th February - 2.30pm Bible study on Genesis led by
Jane Sperring. All welcome to learn and share.
Wednesday 13th February - 2pm Churches Together meeting at
Watchet Methodist Church
Thursday 14th February - 2.30pm Thursday Circle.
"Graphology" Speaker Lorraine Davies. All welcome
Saturday 16th February - 10am to 12 noon. Table top sale and
coffee morning. To book a table call 01984 631054
Thursday 28th February - 2pm Church Council meeting
Friday 1st March - Women's World Day of Prayer at 2pm at St
Decuman's church.
Monday 4th March - 7pm Beetle Drive and pancakes at the
Phoenix Centre.

ROADWATER (class of Watchet)
Diary dates for February:
Wednesdays at 2.30pm:
   6th Informal worship: Mrs Jean Armin
 13th Puzzle Club
 20th Prayer & Fellowship
 28th Puzzle Club

Puzzlers also meet for lunch at The Valiant Soldier at 12
for 12.30pm on the 2nd and last Fridays of each month – all are
welcome to join them.

WILLITON
 We were pleased to join the United Service in
January (see report under Watchet).
PRAYER CONCERNS FOR WILLITON
Barbara Oates; Bridget Gliddon.
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 What a wonderful time we had at Bossington on 9th

December when we held our Carol service.  The Church was as
usual beautifully decorated by Jeanette Perkins with candles in
all the windows.  We had a Christmas tree, and on the Communion
table was the crib with Mary and Joseph and the Baby, along with
the shepherds and a lamb.
 We welcomed friends from far and near and it was great to
see the chapel full.  With Geoffrey Perkins at the piano we had a
warm up by singing some of our favourite Porlock carols.
 Rev Nick Lakin led our worship by choosing eight carols and
six lessons.  Reading the lessons were Jeannette Perkins, Lyn
Purvis, Margaret Hill, Elaine Atkins, Rebecca Edwards and Chris
Hope, and Rev Nick gave a short address.
 After the service tea was served with sausage rolls, mince
pies, and Christmas cake.  We give our sincere thanks to everyone
who read, to Geoffrey for all the beautiful music he plays and to
all who supported us.  We all went home rejoicing after giving
thanks and praise for the birth of Jesus.
 Our next service at Bossington is on Sunday 3rd February
which will be led by Mrs Ruth Mounfield.  Then on Sunday 17th

February at 3pm Rev Malcolm Hope will conduct our service,
which will include Holy Communion.
 All are welcome to join us at these services.

Eileen Burley

ALCOMBE

Wesley Guild Fellowship in February:
  7th  Rev Jane Sperring – The Isle of Wight
14th  Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital
21st  Jean Armin: the next step of our journey
28th  Pilgrimage to Israel / Palestine 2018
 Our Tuesday Coffee and Chat group receives donations
which, when they amount to about £100, are sent to a cause
chosen by the group.  Our latest gift was sent to All We Can:
see the poster overleaf for how it is being spent!



Contact details:
SUPERINTENDENT    MINISTER: Rev.Nick P. Lakin

01643 705175. E–mail:nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk
Magazine submissions to:-

Mrs Jean Armin, Mews End Cottage, Quay lane, Minehead TA24 5QU
01643 703597. E-mail: arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com

Date for submissions to March issue: 24th  February
March issue will come out on Sunday 3rd  March

has helped people in some of the world’s poorest
places become all they can through buying


