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A Warm Welcome to Readers of
The Messenger
Magazine of the West Somerset Methodist Circuit
Serving the rural communities of West Somerset, our Circuit
has churches at Alcombe, Minehead, Porlock and Watchet.
Methodist worship or meetings also take place at Bossington,
Brendon Hill , Timberscombe and Williton. Our churches work
together with other denominations through various local
‘Christians Together’ and ‘Churches Together’ arrangements.
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All Change
Could we see it coming? Since 2019, the world has changed
massively in many and varying ways, a global community
transformed. Covid has brought suffering and misery to
millions of people, the potential for climate change to create
utter havoc has begun to get through to us, and market
forces are bringing fear for the future with regard to energy
costs and fuel prices, along with the war in Ukraine. It’s all
change on Planet Earth.
In times like these, it seems that the world has been
somehow re-created, somehow re-orientated. Looking back
to the 1990s, when there was a real sense of hope for many
of us coupled up with the Millennium; we were looking
forward, thinking positive thoughts about the end of debt
among the poorest nations, for example. Where did all that
go? Was it the destruction of the twin Towers, the war in
Iraq, or the end of economic stability in 2008 that marked
the turning point? Or something else?
Was it, for British and Irish churches, the rising evidence of
abuse and scandal that pushed us down into ourselves? A
look at many of our national church institutions shows them
now to be obsessed with safeguarding to the exclusion of
mission, social responsibility and ecumenical working. Much
that we valued has gone, and we are looking inwards,
downcast.
So now what?
The Church’s message is all about making things new, the re
-creation of our lives. The Gospels tell us of Jesus bringing
new life, new beginnings to the people he met on his way
around Palestine. Transformation came with repentance and
forgiveness, bringing light and hope in times of gloom and
struggle.
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We are offered life in all its abundance (John 10.10), but
that doesn’t mean material wealth. Rather it means a
deep sense of peace (shalom) and oneness with God as
well as with one another.
An abundant life takes seriously the troubles of the world
while seeing the positive in each other. To follow Jesus is
to trust in God’s light touch rather than wallow in our
fears or doubts.

And, yes, it is with each other that we find ourselves
renewed. Recreation, playing and working together, will
help us re-create hope-full and loving communities in a
world of desperate need. The Lord of the Dance calls us to
follow, and bring our friends!
Tim Woods

Timberscombe Bible Study Group
When everything stopped for COVID in March 2020 and we
realised the scale of the problem, I have to confess that I
doubted if our group at Timberscombe would survive.
However, by the grace of God and the faithfulness of our
members, on the last Tuesday of September 2021 we
started again.
In the meantime, the future of the Old Dairy where we
meet had hung in the balance, but it has now been
secured by a local person, who is also planning to add an
extension.
We are presently reading through Genesis and constantly
see that human nature has not changed – there had been
two murders before the end of chapter 4! But God’s
faithfulness also never changes, and just as he was with
his people in ancient Israel so he remains with us and
blesses us.

Jean
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Letter from the Editor.
Welcome everyone to the July/August
summer double edition of the Messenger.
This issue is bursting with news from across
the Circuit! The theme for this edition is
Re-creation which is explained beautifully in
Tim Woods’ Staff Letter.
Rev. Nick Lakin names Isaiah as the next
Bible Book of the month and people from the Circuit share
their thoughts on the chapters in Acts.
Lynne Wooldridge presents all the dates and info for Beautiful
Attitudes. Please, come and see this production, we have all
worked so hard, but enjoyed every minute of it. I can’t stop
singing!
Becca Edwards provides us with some news on Full Tummies,
and some photos of the delicious food they made!
Jean Armin talks about the Bible Study group in
Timberscombe, and how they survived the uncertainty of
meeting after Covid, and Clive Longhurst explains the history
behind Summer Holidays.
Watchet and Porlock Methodist Churches share their
missions with us, and give us a glimpse of what we can
expect from them in the future.
This is an exciting time for the Circuit, the re-creation into
One Church, a new Methodist year, and the re-creation of
ourselves after a summer’s rest.
I hope you all have lovely holidays, I myself will be having
some time off in August to recuperate and be with my family.
Warm Regards
Kerry
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Williton Methodist Church
We hope you enjoyed the Jubilee Celebrations. Lots of
laughter, lots of cake and lots of people talking to each other
who maybe haven’t done so for a long time. Life is so busy
that we don’t often have time to stand and chat, do we? Here
at Mollie’s house, - 2 Higher Croft, Tower Hill – we have been
meeting together for Sunday worship for almost a year and
on August 21st our superintendent minister, Rev. Nick Lakin,
will lead our chapel anniversary service. We hope to have
some outdoor services in Mollie’s lovely garden as long as the
weather is kind to us. We love being at Mollie’s and all our
preachers say what a wonderful God-filled space it is. Next
year we will carry on and perhaps our numbers will increase.
But whether they do or not, we are very happy to be there.

We welcome everyone who would like to join us and
experience worship in an informal house church to join us on
any Sunday, just come along and you will get a warm
welcome, and on Fridays- 10 till 12 – you can join us for a
coffee and tea and a chat. The conversations are wide
ranging and not just about ‘church’ so come and see us. We
pray this month for all worried about the cost of living rises
and we thank the Lord for The Food Cupboard and all the
volunteers. Our prayers are also for Angela, Angie and Weet,
holding them to the Lord for His blessing.
We pray especially for Clare Court’s family as they mourn her
recent passing. We give thanks for her life and that we knew
her for so long, and that she is now at peace and reunited
with Glyn.

Enjoy the Summer Holidays and may the weather not be too
hot!
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Watchet Methodist Church
Sunday services are at 10.30am each week.
Our Saturday Coffee mornings 10am each week
are now in aid of local causes and charities.
In June we raised money for Harvey to be able to
attend the World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in
2023.
In July we will raise money for Somerset Sight and
in August the proceeds will go to Elliott’s Touch.
Table Top Sales Saturday
July 16th and August 20th 10am to 12.
To book a table phone Haydn
Reading the Bible together and sharing our
thoughts
will re-commence on September 12th
Cream teas in the garden on Thursday 14th July
from 3pm
at 7 Greenway, off West Street.
Homemade cakes and garden railway.
In aid of the school and hospital we support
in Puri and Berhampur, north-east India.
Everyone is welcome to join us at any of these
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Porlock Methodist Church
Porlock Methodist Church enjoyed entertaining a large and
appreciative audience for our afternoon of nostalgic music
making in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Many members of the audience said how much they appreciated having another opportunity to hear, and sing,
some of Geoffrey Perkins’ witty lyrics and catchy tunes,
which clearly brought back happy memories to those who
had been part of Geoffrey’s Devilry with the Doones
and Return of the Smugglers in years gone by.
An interesting selection of items featured in a small exhibition on the of “Porlock Methodist Church during the reign
of Queen Elizabeth II”, and even included the clothes worn
by members of Ruth Mounfield’s family for the Coronation
itself in 1953.
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Mission in Watchet
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians chapter 9 that Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.
As we are fortunate enough to have some money in
our savings account, i.e. the CFB account, we felt
that it was not really correct to raise money for
ourselves. So at our last Church Council meeting we
agreed that we would raise money for local causes
or charities at our local coffee mornings.
Jane has shared with us in the past about one of
her churches in another circuit that needed a huge
amount of money to repair a roof in their listed
building. She assured the congregation that God
would provide and the day before the Church
Council met the treasurer phoned her to say the
he’d received a cheque for just the right amount
that morning!
God cannot give us anything if our hands are full but as Paul says when they are empty he provides
for us abundantly.
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Porlock Methodist Church
our vision for Growing Together – steps on the journey.
ISAIAH 43:19
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.

Growing in Faith Together - The Journey
Since September 2021 a fellowship group has met regularly
at Porlock Methodist Church, entitled Growing Together
In Faith (GIFT) and led by Rev Nick Lakin; the group
welcomes people from all church backgrounds, and none.
The group will continue to meet over the summer months,
and will be considering 1 Peter, under the theme of “Living
in the Real World”.
Next Step on the Journey
One of the things that has emerged from discussions at the
GIFT group, is that there is a desire for people to worship
God in a more contemporary way, in Porlock and beyond.
Many who now live in West Somerset come from a variety
of different church backgrounds are familiar with more
modern styles of worship – as one member of the group
put it: “we want to be able to worship God in a way which
we feel connects us to Him”.
The Journey
“The Journey” is the next step of faith at Porlock Methodist
Church. A gathering, at 7pm, on the last Sunday of each
month will take place for anyone who wants to worship God
in a more free and contemporary manner. Everyone most
welcome.
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“We're all going on a summer holiday
No more working for a week or two
Fun and laughter on a summer holiday
No more worries for me or you
For a week or two”
That’s what Sir Cliff Richard sang in his film,
but how did summer holidays originate?

It’s difficult to be precise about when summer holidays first
started. Arguably, the first ‘trips away’ were pilgrimages in the
14th century but they weren’t really holidays - at least they
weren’t meant to be! They were pious trips to significant places of
religious significance.
In medieval times workers were given unpaid time off from work
on religious festivals (Holy Days - which is how we get our modern
word) and by the late 16th and early 17th century the very rich
would send their sons on a ‘grand tour’ of Europe to complete
their education.
By the mid 17th century stagecoaches were making travelling
easier (though not comfortable!) and the 18th century saw the
fashion of travelling to spas like Tunbridge Wells or Bath to ‘take
the waters’ which were supposed to improve your health. Not
surprisingly, the influx of visitors to these spa towns meant other
shops, coffee houses and bowling greens sprang up to help relieve
visitors of more of their money.
Following the success of spa towns, sea bathing became the next
craze when claims suggested that immersion in sea water could
cure all manner of ills from broken bones to deadly diseases. It
became even more popular when Queen Victoria was reported to
have visited a seaside resort and bathed in the sea. Needless to
say, Her Majesty’s modesty was protected by the use of a bathing
machine which was a sort of shed on wheels which was rolled into
the sea and ensured she was hidden from view until she was well
covered by the water.
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But up until the late 19th century holidays remained solely for
the wealthy. This changed in 1871 when the Bank Holiday Act
gave all workers a few paid holidays each year. If you were
really lucky and your boss was generous you might be given a
week’s paid holiday or, if you worked in a factory, particularly in
the north of England, you might have a ‘wakes week’. Workers
would save all year to convert their traditional (unpaid)
one-week holiday into a seaside break, and in doing so helped
many northern seaside resorts to thrive. Wakes Weeks when
factories closed were still pretty strong in the north up until the
1970s (Glaswegians even brought their own police with them to
Blackpool for their Wakes Week).
The coming of steam travel - steamships for the wealthy and
steam trains for the less well off - opened up the possibility of
travel to a seaside resort for more and more people. Minehead
station, for example, opened on 16 July 1874 just in time to
bring travellers to the coast, to catch various steam ferries and
to enjoy the countryside.
For a while the holiday industry in the UK enjoyed a boom
period as UK resorts expanded and offered a wider choice of
entertainment and fun. Holiday camps, guest houses and end-of
-the-pier entertainment sprang up all over the UK.
But the uncertainties of the British weather, Dr Beeching’s
railway axe and TV programmes hosted by Cliff Michelmore or
Judith Chalmers exhorting the benefits of overseas holidays
meant that the arrival of the twentieth century saw
holidaymakers looking further afield for their time away. The UK
holiday industry found it hard to compete with guaranteed
sunshine and inexpensive food and drink that overseas
destinations had to offer.
To come right up to date, some experts believe we may be
seeing a revival of the UK holiday as the rising cost of living and
COVID fears curtail people’s ‘wander-lust’.
But what will the future bring? Will our driverless cars be
programmed to take us to destinations in the UK with clear
domes fitted over the beaches or will we be holidaying on other
planets or just staying at home and wearing virtual reality
headsets showing us images of exotic places or a 3D hologram
of Sir Cliff Richard to sing to us. Who knows?
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Unexpected answer
‘I asked for health that I might do greater things.
God gave me grace that I might have the praise of men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I received nothing that I asked for, but all that I hoped for.
My prayer was answered.’
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A Nun’s Prayer
Lord, Thou knowest better that I know myself that I am
growing older and will someday be old.
Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say
something on every occasion and on every subject.
Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s
affairs.
Make me thoughtful, but not moody, helpful not bossy.
With my vast stores of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it
all but Thou knowest Lord that I want a few friends at the
end.
Keep my mind free from the endless recital of endless
details; give me wings to get me to the point.

Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing
and the love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as
the years go by.
I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of
others’ pains but help me to endure them with patience.
I dare not ask for improved memory but for a growing
humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memories
seem to clash with the memories of others.
Teach me the glorious lesson I may occasionally be
mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet, I do not wish to be a saint,
some of them are hard to live with, but a sour old person is
one of the crowning works of the devil.
Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected
places and talents in unexpected people. And give me the
grace O Lord to tell them so.
Anonymous.
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Lectionary for July/August
3rd July

7 August

2 Kings 5:1-14

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16

Hebrews 11;1-3. 8-16

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Luke 12:32-40

10th July

14th August

Amos 7:7-17

Isaiah 5:1-7

Colossians 1:1-14

Hebrews 11:29—12:2

Luke 10:25-37

Luke 12:49-56

17th July

21st August

Amos 8:1-12

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Colossians 1:15-28

Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 10:38-42

Luke 13:10-17

24th July

28th August

Hosea 1:2-10

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 11:1-13

Luke 14:1, 17— 4

31st July
Hosea 11:1-11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21
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Dates for the Diary
July
Thursday 7th
Zoom Coffee morning at 10:30am
11th,12th, 18th, 22nd
Beautiful Attitudes performances (see page 36)
Thursday 13th
Cream Teas in the garden from 3pm (see page 9)
Saturday 16th
Table top sale at Watchet MC, 10am-12pm
Wednesday 20th
MWiB Cream Teas 3pm (see page 26)
Every Tuesday
Conversations with Lynne Wooldridge at Alcombe MC, 10:30-12
Every Thursday
One-a-chord at Porlock MC in the Worship Lounge. 6pm
Friday mornings
Coffee and Chat at Mollie's house Williton between 10 and 12
Coffee mornings at Minehead MC, 10:30am-12.
All welcome
Every Saturday
Coffee mornings at Watchet MC from 10am

August
Saturday 20th
Table Top sale 10am-12pm
Monday 1st-Wednesday 3rd
EYP Summer Camp
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Over the last two years the Go Team (of the Bath and Wells
Diocese) have been acutely aware of the need to support churches to better engage with young people. We recognise that some
churches already do this incredibly well and they can be a fantastic resource to others. We also concede that for many churches,
engaging with children and young people is a real challenge.
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating impact across all
generations, not least those who are older or more vulnerable.
We are also acutely aware of the disorientating impact for many
young people as they struggle emotionally, physically, mentally,
educationally, and for some, spiritually. It would be impossible to
think the church has the answers, the expertise or the resources
to meet every challenge that young people currently face.
However, the church could be a sanctuary for reflection or prayer
or provide safe, welcoming spaces to meet and chat with others.
Some churches might also be able to provide a listening space for
young people and their families to air their concerns, fears and
questions.
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What is the ‘Week of Prayer for Young People’?
During the week of 3–9 July 2022, we are planning a focussed
week of prayer for young people, their families and their schools.
The Go Team and some of our colleagues will be praying together
from 12.00 to 12.30 each day and we would love churches across
the diocese to join us. This could be at the same time as us or at a
time that best works for you and your church. We would love
churches across the region to join us in prayer from wherever you
are. Prayers can be online or in person, silent or spoken; it is up to
you and your church. The only thing we ask is you pray for young
people.
Schools, colleges and universities in our Diocese will also be
encouraged to join the Week of Prayer, especially where there are
Chaplains or other local Christian leaders involved. How to get
involved? It’s very simple, just email the Go Team
(goteam@bathwells.anglican.org) to say you are joining our Week
of Prayer so we can map where churches and schools are praying
across the region. Then, take a look below at the Prayer Guide we
have put together for each day and feel free to share it with your
church so everyone can join in. This acts as a guide to get you
started but be as creative as you like! We would love to hear what
you are planning and how it went. We will also be posting each
day’s theme and prayer prompts on Instagram and Twitter
@GoTeamAdvisers and there will be a short prayer video from a
young person or youth leader for each day, which you will also
find on Youtube and Facebook @bathandwells.
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Can you find 15 books of the bible in the text below?
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the
Bible.
Merely by a fluke. It kept people looking so hard for
the facts, and for others it was quite a revelation.
Some people were in a jam, especially since the
names of the books were not capitalised.
The truth struck home quite quickly to a number of
readers, but to others it was really a difficult job.
Perhaps it will be a few fascinating moments for
you.

Yes, there will be some really difficult ones to spot.
Others may require judges to help them decide
whether they’ve got them right.
I will admit it usually takes a minister to spot one of
them.
There will be loud lamentations when it is found.

A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so that she
can concentrate better.
See how well you compete, Relax now, for there are
15 names of the bible hidden in this paragraph.
I hope you enjoy finding them!
Carol Gill
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Circuit responses to Acts
Acts 7
In this chapter, Stephen addresses
the Sanhedrin, the ruling council, and
reminds them of many of the key
moments in Israel’s history. As a
summary of some of Israel’s history,
it makes helpful reading. Then Stephen says some harsh words to them
and they are so incensed by what
Stephen says that they stone him to
death. Stephen meets a brutal end.
The words that were highlighted as I
read this chapter today were these.
Stephen, addressing the Sanhedrin, says: ‘You are like your
ancestors: you always resist the Holy Spirit!’ I’m writing this
on Trinity Sunday. And I wonder if this may be still true
today for some people today – do we still resist the Holy
Spirit? How do engage with the Holy Spirit in our daily lives?
I wonder…
Rev. Nick Lakin

Acts 10.
Peter speaks a number of times about his encounter on
Simon’s roof. His need to share it with everyone reflects the
impact it had on him. He heard the voice of God! More than
that, God had turned upside down his ingrained views on who
was ‘in’ and who was ‘out’.
Because God had also spoken to Cornelius, Peter is invited to
speak at the Centurion’s house (already outside his comfort
zone!). After explaining how he came to be there, he gives a
wonderful testimony from his own personal experience of what
Jesus did and who he was. The hearts of his audience are
open to receive the Holy Spirit and they are baptised.
Jean Armin
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Acts 10
This is what I did and found that it contained the answer to a
question in my heart – in the way of God’s working, it
reminded me that everyone I meet is worthy of God’s love
and if that is to be through me, then so shall it be:
Verse 13 : ‘then a voice told him, ‘get up, [Peter]. Kill and
eat. ‘Surely not Lord’, Peter replied. ‘I have never eaten
anything impure or unclean.’
The voice spoke to him a second time, ‘do not call anything
impure that God has made clean’
There would seem to be no right or wrong, just good.
Verse 25 : As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him
and fell at his feet in reverence, but Peter made him get
up. ‘stand up’ he said ‘I am only a man myself’.
Message from the above: everyone I meet is worthy of being
listened to [what a reminder] and we are all ordinary
together in this life!!

I would welcome any challenge or comment you might have
on how chapter 10 spoke to me!!!
I could be wrong in your understanding, but that too is
alright!
Margaret Lintern

Acts 12
In this chapter, Peter is arrested by Herod and put into prison,
awaiting his trial. But an angel of the Lord rescues him from
prison and he goes to Mary’s house. Afterwards, Herod meets
his untimely demise because he did not praise God. This story
just goes to show that good always overrides evil. There are
many attempts from the Herodian dynasty in the Bible to
stop the Word of God, but they never succeed. The angels are
too powerful and loyal to their Lord. Sometimes it does feel
like there is so much evil in the world, but that comes and
goes. God is ever present and ever loving, and good always
triumphs over evil.
Kerry Rackham
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Delicious food and lots of fun
was had at the two ‘Full
Tummies’ days in June.
On the first day we made lots
of pizza, using different bases
and different toppings, on the
second day we made savoury
muffins and chocolate
cornflake cakes. The families
had time to do a craft and play with toys, and there were many
opportunities to talk.
We have delivered two pilot sessions, with the purpose of being
able to gain some knowledge about what families want and how
best we can deliver that. We are hoping to continue the group in
September.
Full Tummies is funded by the Smart Communities Food
Resilience Grant.

Becca.
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Will you read through the book of Isaiah
during July and August?
Bible month this year focusses on the prophecy of Isaiah. It
is the book that is right in the centre of the bible. Isaiah is
the first of the Major Prophets. Some passages in the book of
Isaiah are amongst the most well-known in scripture:
The people who walk in darkness
have seen a great light
Unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given, and the government
shall be upon his shoulders
Comfort,
comfort
people, says your God.

my

A voice of one calling in the
wilderness – prepare the way of
the Lord.
Sing to the Lord a new song
How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring
good news
He
was
pierced
for
our
transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray
The introduction to the book of Isaiah in the Bible month
material says the following:
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‘For Isaiah, disobedience was not an option. Transported into the throne room of heaven (Isaiah 6), confronted with his
own sinfulness and that of his people, his response to the
divine question ‘who will go for us’ feels like an involuntary
reflex, ‘Here am I, send me!’ And God did. He sent him to
speak tough love to God’s disobedient people. He sent him
to stretch their minds with the broadness of God’s embrace,
even for their enemies. He sent him to whisper to a kingdom that had lost its monarchy of the king that was still to
come. And he sent him to hint of the inconceivable – a kingdom that would reign without use of fear or violence.’
The book of Isaiah has 66 chapters, so if we all read one
chapter a day, we should get through most of it during
July and August, with just four days into September
needed to complete the whole book. Like we did with Acts,
please send Kerry any thoughts or questions you may have
as you read and we will print them in the September edition
of the Messenger. Happy reading!
Please see the link for below for a study guide for Isaiah by
Preach magazine, may be a useful tool.
Bible Month - 30-day Bible study courses for Christian groups of all ages —
Preach magazine - a resource for preachers and worship leaders, putting
world events into a biblical context (preachweb.org)
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Knights Templar
Community
Church School
The KTSCA were very pleased with the turnout for their
Hildsvin Viking Day on Saturday. The tent encampment
was very impressive and the team certainly knew their
'stuff'. It was good to see families spending so long
exploring the tents, making coins and trying on armour.
After trying on a helmet, it's astonishing to believe they
could walk with that weight upon their head let alone
fight! We raised over £400 which proves we had good
footfall during the day. We really appreciate Mr. Frowde
allowing us to bring a variety of events and experiences
to not only the school but also to the wider community.
Our next event is our cake sale after school on Friday.
All money raised will go towards the all school Circus
Treat which has been organised by school.
Early Years have had lots of fun in the sun! In their
Explorers’ session, they looked to see what happened to
ice in the heat and tried to find a way to keep the ice
frozen for as long as we could. They hid it in the shade,
under leaves and in the Apple classroom. Children also
made up games using a grid and counters to invent a
game and used objects from the outdoor math's area.
They took turns and listened to each other as they
developed the rules. Ingrams Meadow kindly donated
kits to make bird houses, insect homes and hedgehog
boxes. They had a go at putting them together
including tubes for the insects to crawl into to make
their nests. It was tough but we got there with a bit of
help from Mrs Coles’ husband! Thank you!
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The Butterfly Book Area has recently been refreshed.
This is a lovely, quiet space in the main corridor where
children can share books and stories and is in memory
of Emma Harris, a former pupil of the school. There is a
range of books which offer support for children to learn
about emotions and to deal with life events such as
changes within families, starting school, bereavements
and overcoming fears. A MASSIVE thank you to Julie
Sully, who recently donated £250 to the Butterfly Book
Area which was used to buy books to support the children learning about diversity, disabilities and mental
health. Also a thank you to Mrs Tiffany Doughty-Davis,
one of the school governors, for buying a new table and
chairs for the area.
The Year 4 Leaver’s service will take place on Tuesday
19th July at 9.30am at Watchet Methodist Church.
Thank you to the churches in Watchet and Williton for
buying the Bibles that will be presented to each child at
the service.
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THE BEAUTIFUL ATTITUDES
Was written in the First Covid Lockdown by Lynne Wooldridge.
It is a celebration of the fact that we are entering a normal that is a bit more
promising and about the potential for a “new normal” which recognises what
we have learnt from these challenging times.
Daphne West has brought her considerable skill in taking promising singers
and has polished them until they are extraordinary.
The people who perform have arrived from various places,
but they are all from West Somerset.
What they have in common is the exuberance, laughter and tears, they have
breathed into the words.
Our journey has been joyful and uplifting and we would like to offer you the
fruits of our labours, in the hope that it will make your hearts soar and fill you
with peace and hope.

We are dedicating our performances to the Ukraine families who have joined
our community.
We welcome them and offer them our support during their time with us.

The money collected during our performances will be used to help replace
some of what they had to leave behind.

MAY THIS ENDEAVOUR BE A BLESSING FOR THOSE WHO ARE WEARY,
ANXIOUS, ISOLATED, REJECTED,
FEARFUL, LOST, GRIEVING, OVERBURDENED, LONGING,
ANGRY OR DESPARING,
AND REMIND US TO REJOICE AND BE GLAD FOR WE ARE BLESSED.
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Look out for your Summer Walking Together
Newsletter where you can read about our work with
refugees – and our support for humanitarian aid
partners in Bangladesh, Jordan and Ukraine and the
surrounding areas to ensure that refugees are able
not only to heal from the trauma they have faced but
also to unlock new opportunities and fulfil their
potential.
If someone has “borrowed” your church copy, do look
on line at allwecan.org.uk/walkingtogether
Harvest resources will also be available, I hope, by
the Messenger deadline but as the staff are still
working from home individually, there may be some
delay.
It was suggested at Minehead’s Church
council that we ask All We can if it would be possible
to have a speaker to come down to West Somerset.
We have done this a couple of times in the past and
found it very inspiring to hear about the work the
organisation is involved in first hand. I will keep you
posted.
In the meantime please continue to hold the work of
the Fund in your prayers
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Ruth Parrot,
MWiB President
writes:
This year has seen us beginning to meet again, face to face.
We have found new ways of communicating through Zoom
and have even managed to organise a hybrid Swanwick Conference. What a joy it was to greet old friends and to make
new ones! There was certainly a buzz and we felt moved and
inspired again to act for justice as we listened to Jill Baker
and Fiona Kendall talk about ‘Surviving by Hope’. The plight
of refugees was highlighted and the dangers they are prepared to face, to escape from war-torn countries, violence
and drought.
Louise says “The 14th World Assembly of the World
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women is going
to be like no other Assembly! By holding our event totally
online, we hope that the very reasonable registration fee will
open doors to many new (virtual) attendees. A virtual event
is also good for reducing our carbon footprint. It is from 9th
to 14th August. For those of us in the UK, the 10am start
time of each of the six ‘days’ is very convenient. The programme will of necessity be more limited than normal, but
will still include all the usual elements of worship, Bible
study, a keynote speaker, reports and an opportunity to
meet the new World Officers and the Helen Kim Memorial
Scholars (HKMS) for 2022-2026.”

To register go to https://events.humanitix.com/
wfmucw
and keep checking the website www.wfmucw.org
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Circuit Zoom Coffee morning
Join us on the 1st Thursday of
Every month on our Zoom
Coffee mornings from the

comfort of your own homes.
Contact Kerry for more
information and the Zoom link
on wsmc2425@gmail.com
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To advertise in this space,
please contact the
Circuit Administrator for
more information on
01643 705689 or
wsmc2425@gmail.com
For more details
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PASTORAL CONTACTS:
Alcombe, Bossington, Minehead
Timberscombe
Penny Williams
Brendon Hill
Rebecca Edwards
Watchet and Williton
Rev Jane Sperring
Porlock
Rev Nick Lakin

The Administrator can be contacted
via the Circuit Office
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
from 9am— 2pm

01643 705689

Superintendent Minister
Reverend Nick Lakin
nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk
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The Messenger is published monthly, usually the first Sunday of
the month. Items for publication and any enquiries about items
in this issue should be sent to the Circuit Administrator.

wsmc2425@gmail.com
Circuit Office, Alcombe Methodist Church
Lower Meadow Road - Alcombe TA24 6AN
01643 705689
The Editorial Group meets monthly in advance of publication.
You can read the Messenger, other news and the latest information about the Circuit on our website.

w e s t s o m e r s e t . 2 d a y. u k
news items for the website should be sent to:
t.hardiman50@btinternet.com

Deadline for September’s Messenger:
22nd August
Submissions to The Messenger:
When articles are requested, a guidance for word count will be given.
The editorial team reserves the right to cut or edit items submitted. If
significant changes are made, a copy will be sent to the writer for
approval. Any items received after the deadline may be carried forward
to a future edition, as appropriate.
The editorial team will try to achieve a balance of content which
reflects who we are as a Methodist Circuit.
The Editorial Team’s word is final.

