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A Warm Welcome to Readers of  

The Messenger  

Magazine of the West Somerset Methodist Circuit 

Serving the rural communities of West Somerset, our Circuit 

has churches at Alcombe, Minehead, Porlock and Watchet. 

Methodist worship or meetings also take place at Bossington, 

Brendon Hill , Timberscombe and Williton. Our churches work 

together with other denominations through various local 

‘Christians Together’ and ‘Churches Together’ arrangements.  

There are two schools of thought about the derivation of 
the name of the fifth month. One suggests it was named 
after the Roman goddess Maia, who oversaw the growth 
of plants. Maia was considered a nurturer and an earth 
goddess, which may explain the connection with this 
springtime month. The other derivation comes from the 
Roman poet Ovid who suggested the name comes from 
the Latin word maiores, meaning “elders,” who were                 
celebrated during this month.  

Notable dates in May include: 

 

1st May Day - the first day of summer. Despite 
being opposed at times by both the church 
and state May Day commemorations remain 
throughout the UK. 

3rd  International Gilbert & Sullivan Day 

4th  International Star Wars Day  

(May the fourth be with you!) 

8th  Anniversary of VE Day 

9th  Europe Day 

18th  National Numeracy Day 

20th  World Bee Day 

26th  Ascension Day 

29th  Restoration Day - celebrating the restoration of 
the monarchy in 1660 



Dear friends, 

Once again Spring has arrived with renewed energy, 

I have been so grateful, especially these past few 

weeks for the beautiful sunshine and signs of life,       

albeit a little chilly at times. It is a lovely time of 

year in the nature all around us. 

I have been grateful too to follow the story of my 
sister, Ruth, and her fundraising challenge                 
throughout April. Ruth lives in Shropshire and close 
to her home there is an infamous hill, called the 
Wrekin. Ruth took on the challenge to walk up and 
down the Wrekin, every day in April. By the end of 
her challenge, she will have climbed the equivalent 
distance of 1 ½ times up Everest! Ruth has lost 7 
stone in weight since realising last year that she was 
in danger of serious damage to her health, the        
challenge has been an extension of that weight loss 
goal and will raise money for charity at the same 
time. Each day I get to see a photo of my sister with 
a comment, it makes me so happy. To say I am 
proud of her is a massive understatement! 

2020 seems so long ago in some ways, my nephew 
and his fiancé reminded me how long ago it felt 
when I received, at long last the invitation to their 
wedding, which was due to take place in 2021, but 
due to Covid and the inability to plan the wedding it 
has been postponed until August of this year. I do 
feel in the ‘eyes’ of God, a couple are united in love 
well before the wedding day, the day itself will be a 
huge celebration of the love the couple share for 
each other and I am grateful to have that to look 
forward to. 



I received a letter today from a friend in our circuit, 

sending good wishes and telling me I was being 

prayed for. The warmth those words bring is worth 

so much, I truly do feel cared for when any of my 

brothers and sisters in God surround me with             

prayer and heartfelt words of love and                             

encouragement. I return it with a grateful heart. 

I have described different kinds of love, yet the 

pure love that is God seems indescribable. It flows 

within and around all things. How wonderful and 

beautiful it is to know that God loves us all,         

perfectly, and unconditionally, always. We do not 

need to fear or fight it, it is there for us without 

judgment. God, I thank you. 

With warmest blessings from, 

Becca. 

If you would like to donate to Ruth’s cause               
Alzheimer’s Society, go to Just Giving - Ruth Ed-
wards up the Wrekin 30 x in April or talk to Becca. 
Thank you. 



Letter from the Editor… 

 

Welcome to the May edition of the Messenger. Our 

theme for this month is ‘Love without Limits’. God’s 

love is unconditional and is everywhere we are.  

This issue features a staff letter by Becca Edwards 

and an article from Jean Armin about a church 

without limits. Rev. Nick Lakin talks about          

Ascension day and Clive Longhurst writes about a 

souvenir booklet which belonged to his Father,         

celebrating the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 

and also provides a history of our monarch’s          

impressive 70 year reign.  

Lynda Hatch details the upcoming Flower Festival 

in Minehead and Margaret Lintern offers some             

advice to those of us who may live alone in case of 

emergencies.  

This issue also touches upon the Same Sex               

Marriage debates that will be taking place in our 

Church Council meetings. See page 26 for more 

details.  

I hope you enjoy this issue, I am always so chuffed 

every month to see the final 

piece.  

My door is always open.  

Warm Regards 

Kerry (Circuit Administrator) 



Exciting news! 

You will not want to miss this event! 

A spectacular ‘Royal’ Flower festival  

at the Avenue Methodist Church  

to celebrate  

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 

Christian’s together in Minehead, Friends, W.I. the 

Regal Theatre are all working to bring this fabulous 

tribute in flowers to our Queen of 70 years. 

The Jubilee celebrations is 

 2nd-5th June.  

10am-5pm Thurs-Sat 

12 noon-5pm Sunday  

Children can colour their own flowers to be 

displayed and there is even going to be a 

corgi hunt!! 

Come and be amazed at the splendour of the 

event and if you can help as a Steward or Catering 

Staff then please contact Lynda Hatch on 703565.  



Porlock Methodist Church 
 

Recently at Porlock Methodist Church: 

At our joyful Easter service of Holy Communion, led 
by Rev Nick Lakin, we had the privilege of welcoming 
Bettina Walker into membership at Porlock Methodist 
Church. Bettina moved to Porlock during the days of 
lockdown and it has been a pleasure to get to know 
her and her dog, Dylan, and to have her lovely voice 
to join in our singing.  

In the weeks leading up to Easter Chris de Vere Hunt 
lead One-a-Chord in a “Jam for Ukraine” session, 
with the band leading a half-hour session of hymn 
singing before the start of the service. A jam jar at 
the back invited donations and it was good to see 
occasional visitors pop in to church to see what was 
going on (and stay to join in with the singing!). 

 

Looking ahead to the Platinum Jubilee: The        
village of Porlock is a busy place, so it is no surprise 
that there will be lots of activity to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee. Members of Porlock Methodist 
Church were keen to devise something unique for 
their contribution to the celebrations and came up 
with the idea of celebrating with an afternoon of    
nostalgic entertainment, featuring Porlock’s very own 
musician and composer, Geoffrey Perkins. This will 
take place on Friday 3rd June and everyone is warmly 
invited to drop in between 2pm and 4pm to listen to 
Geoffrey’s compositions, partake in some tea and 
cake, and enjoy a small exhibition on the of “Porlock 
Methodist Church during the reign of Queen            
Elizabeth II”. 





Thursday 26 May 2022 

If we asked people in West Somerset about Christmas, most people will have 

heard of this festival because of the  commercial aspects. They will know 

about decorations, presents and parties. Many will know something about the  

nativity, because of the plays that are done at schools. They will also know 

about Easter, because there are Easter Eggs and related items for sale in the 

shops. Fewer people will have heard of Pentecost, although people who go to 

church will know that this is the festival when we remember the coming of the 

Holy Spirit upon the first disciples.  

Did you know that there are four major festivals in the  Christian calendar? So, 

if Christmas, Easter and Pentecost are three of them, what is the fourth? It is 

Ascension Day. This year we celebrate Ascension Day on Thursday 26 May. It is      

always on a Thursday, because it is always forty days after Easter Sunday.          

Indeed, the opening of the book of Acts confirms that Jesus ascended into 

heaven forty days after his resurrection. It was one of those occasions when 

the risen Lord Jesus appeared to the disciples, and they asked him:  

‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the  kingdom to Israel?’  

Jesus replied: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Fa-

ther has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-

salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 

cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into 

the sky as he was going… 

(Acts 1:6-10) 

This is one of those bible stories that seem strange, when you 

think about it. Two angels appear to the disciples as they are 

watching the risen Lord Jesus ascend into heaven. These angels 

ask the disciples why they are looking up into the sky.  



I guess most of us would do exactly the same in the disciples’ position.          

Perhaps they were wondering what would happen next. Perhaps they won-

dered if gravity would bring Jesus back down again. The previous few weeks 

had been filled with one unexpected event after another. From the gospel 

accounts it seems that the disciples were often taken by surprise with the 

things that happened when Jesus was around. The ascension simply added 

to that list.  

The Apostles Creed states: ‘He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.’  But what 

do we really know about the Ascension? The ascension 

was that time when Jesus’ physical but resurrected 

body visibly departed from his disciples for the last 

time. It represented the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

The ascension was a time of  transition. After the ascen-

sion, the disciples had to get used to fulfilling God’s          

purposes in the world without the physical presence of 

Jesus. That’s like us today. We don’t have the physical presence of Jesus, 

but we do have God’s presence with us, by the Holy Spirit. This is a               

wonderful encouragement for us all. God is with us. That’s true whether 

we’re aware of God’s presence or not. We can depend on God to guide us 

as we seek to grow together in faith, in grace and in love.  

So, when we get to Thursday 26 May this year, let’s pause and remember 

the Ascension of our Lord Jesus and let us give thanks… 

We sing the praise of Jesus, of our ascending Lord, 
The triumph of our Saviour, of Christ the Song of God. 

The forty days are over, earth sees his face no more; 
But Christ the King of glory we worship and adore. 

StF 315 



Watchet Methodist Church 
 

Sunday services are at 10.30am each week. 

 

 Every Saturday Coffee mornings from 10am  

Cakes and cards and conversation 

 

Table Top Sales Saturday May 21st  

To book a table phone Haydn  

 

Reading the Bible together and sharing our 
thoughts 

on 9th May at 2.30pm 

At the moment we are exploring Mark’s gospel.  

 

May 5th - 2.30pm 

Church Council and AGM  

 

On May 19th we are off on a mystery trip for a 
cream tea. If you’d like to join us do contact Jane 

as we need numbers a week in advance. 

 

Sunday 12th June at 3pm Watchet Esplanade 

Annual Volunteers Service 

 



MWiB PLYMOUTH and EXETER             

DISTRICT DAY 

 
11am-3pm on Saturday 14 May 2022 

at Wonford Methodist Church,  

Burnthouse Lane, Wonford, Exeter, EX2 6NG 

 

Focus on 

THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

coffee from 10.30am: and tea 3pm 

drinks supplied at lunchtime but please bring your 

own lunch! 

************* 

for more information, contact Elaine Banks 

 07936138345     daveelainebanks@googlemail.com 



Williton 

With the weather getting warmer we are looking 
forward to being in the garden  sometimes for our 
services on Sundays. These happen at Mollie’s 
bungalow, 2 Higher Croft Tower Hill Williton at 
10.30am, and are followed by refreshments and a 
chance to talk to each other. We have a different 
preacher every week and occasionally a Local           
Arrangement, which is when we put together a        
service for ourselves. Everyone is welcome to join 
us on any Sunday, and also on Friday mornings        
between 10 and 12, when the conversation ranges 
widely and the tea and coffee and biscuits are on 
offer. We have a collecting tin for our chosen             
charity which is voluntary and we have raised a lot 
of money, which is sent to where it is needed. We 
hold in our prayers Clare and her family as she           
settles into Westerley, asking that she will be              
comfortable there. We also pray for Angela, Nigel 
and Angie, Bridget and Paul, Drew and John, the 
Christians Together in Watchet and Williton group 
and the community of Williton, especially the 
young families at this difficult time..  

Beautiful Attitudes 

Coming to a church near you in, as a blessing to the                     
communities of West Somerset 

A musical dramatic presentation to reflect upon the                        
challenges of the last two years and to celebrate God’s              

continuing presence with us 

There is still time to get involved in singing, playing an             
instrument, acting, dance/simple movement etc. 

Contact Lynne Wooldridge on  
lynne.wooldridge@btinternet.com for information about              

rehearsals and opportunities 

mailto:lynne.wooldridge@btinternet.com




HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee –  

Back to the beginning 

The forthcoming celebrations for The Queen’s       
Platinum Jubilee reminded me of a booklet I found 
when my brother and I were sorting through my 
father’s loft after he had moved to his care home 
in Minehead. It was the souvenir programme           
produced by the London Borough of Ealing for the 
coronation. It was priced 9d (4p) and details all 
the celebrations due to take place in Ealing during 
coronation week. The list, including church ser-
vices, carnivals, parties, balls, concerts, and 
shows runs to seven pages! 

My father was particularly excited about the coro-
nation as he was part of the team of Post Office 
(then GPO) engineers who sent the live television 
pictures from the TV cameras in London, down         
telephone lines to the transmitter at Alexandra 
Palace. This was the first ever televised                    
coronation. 

Back to the souvenir programme which contains a 
piece entitled ‘a short biography of Princess                 
Elizabeth’. It makes interesting reading for both its 
style and content!  



Her Royal Highness the           
Princess Elizabeth is by birth a 
Londoner, being born on April 
21st, 1926, at 12 Bruton 
Street, W .1. 

 

In her early youth there 
seemed little likelihood of her 
accession to the Throne. Her 
parents—then the Duke and 
Duchess of York—lived quietly 
as befitted the second son of 
the Monarch. The Princess and 

her younger sister were educated and grew up in 
the retired atmosphere which surrounds minor          
Royalty. The “Two little Princesses” only              
occasionally caught the public eye, as when it was 
announced that Princess Elizabeth 

had joined the Girl Guides. 

In 1936: however, “the fierce light which beats up-
on the Throne” glared down upon the abdication of 
King Edward VIII and the accession of the Duke of 
York, his brother, as King George VI. 

 

At once, the significance of the Princess Elizabeth 
as Heir to the Throne became apparent, and the 
King intensified the training of his daughter so that,  

whatever befell, when the time came for her to           
assume the Crown, she would he as fully equipped 
for the task as was humanly possible. 



The onslaught of the War saw the Princess              
serving with the A.T. S. both as a Private, and an 
officer, and it was during this period that she                  
received her first training in the secret and               
overwhelming responsibility which presses on the 
Constitutional Sovereign. 

In 1946 it became known that there had been a 
month’s stay of Prince Philip of Greece with the 
Royal Family at Balmoral, and in 1947 Lieutenant 
Philip Mountbatten, as he then became known, was 
married to Princess Elizabeth in Westminster            
Abbey. One year later, her first child—Prince 
Charles—was born, followed, in 1950, by a             
daughter—Princess Anne. 

 

Her first “full-scale” Royal occasion was the Royal 
Tour of Canada, made in 1951, with Prince Philip. 
Here, Elizabeth first used the title “Princess of            
Canada.” The Tour was an outstanding success, 
and, on her return to this country, it was decided 
that the Princess and Prince Philip should undertake 
the King’s Australian Tour, for the late Sovereign 
was by now stricken with the mortal illness which 
was so soon to end his reign. 

 

The Prince and Princess were enjoying a few days’ 
rest in Kenya before starting on the Tour when the 
sad news reached them of her father’s death. 
Whilst the new Queen was still embarking upon the 
first stage of her 4,000-mile flight to her country, 
the Accession Council—dating back to the                      
Witenagemot—was meeting at St. James’s Palace 
for the formal proclamation of her accession. 



The interest which the Princess showed in Youth 
Movements and guidance is one of the primary 
interests of the Queen, and, reinforced by the 
presence of her own two children, is a sure 
pledge, if one were needed, of the care which 
she will bestow on her people. 

 Circuit Zoom Coffee morning 

 

Join us on the 1st Thursday of  

Every month on our Zoom 

Coffee mornings from the  

comfort of your own homes.  

Contact Kerry for more  

information and the Zoom link  

on wsmc2425@gmail.com 

 



Dates for the Diary 

May 

Saturday 7th 

Coffee morning in the garden at Westerly Care Home 

Monday 9th 

Bible Reading at Watchet MC, 2.30pm  

Saturday 21st  

Homestart West Somerset Plant sale at Minehead MC, 10am 

Every Monday and Friday  

Little Fishes Toddler group 

Minehead MC hall, 10-11:30am  

Every Tuesday  

Conversations with Lynne 

Wooldridge at Alcombe MC,           

10:30-12 

Every Thursday 

One-a-chord at Porlock MC in the Worship Lounge. 6pm 

Friday mornings 

Coffee and Chat at Mollie's house Williton between 10 and 12 

Coffee mornings at Minehead MC, 10:30am-12.  

All welcome 

Saturday mornings 

Coffee morning at Watchet MC, 10am. 

June 

Sunday 12th   

Watchet Esplanade Annual Volunteers Service at 3pm 



May Preaching Plan 

Abbreviations 

Celeb MC/Celeb 

StD 

Celebrate at Methodist Church or Celebrate at St Dubricius 

HC Holy Communion 

LA Local Arrangement 



Lectionary for May 

May 1st                                            May 22nd 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)                            Acts 16:9-15 

Revelation 5:11-14                        Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

John 21:1-19                                   John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

May 8th                                           May 29th 

Acts 9:36-43                                    Acts 16:16-34 

Revelation 7:9-17                           Revelation 22:12-14 

John 10:22-30                                 16-17, 20-21 

May 15th                                         John 17:20-26 

Acts 11:1-18 

Revelation 21:1-6 

  

Mollie Brooks sent us 

in this picture of Coal, 

the Japanese Pheasant 

that has come to live 

in her garden! What 

an interesting little       

fellow. Have a look on 

the internet for some 

more facts on these 

incredible birds.  



To all who live alone... 

 

A day or so ago I had a call from a friend’s 
son:  could I go to Mum’s home and gather a few 
things as he was in hospital? 

I already had his key as his children live away. 

I did it with pleasure and I was able to gather a few 
things and take them to MPH. 

On reflection it would have been less intrusive for 
him  if a small case or carrier bag had been waiting 
for me! 

 

Perhaps it would be a good idea, whether or not 
you live alone, to pack a small bag of toiletries and 
a change of clothes or 

pyjamas, a book/laptop/I pad/tablet/spare                
medication and some cash possibly in readiness for 
such an emergency? Does a neighbor know who to 
contact for you, does a neighbor have a key?  
I didn’t mind routing around at all, but it would 
have been quicker if a bag containing necessities 
[girls – makeup/face cream/hairbrush!] 

had already been prepared. 

 

Just a thought! 

 

Margaret Lintern 



Church without limits 

This edition of The Messenger is focusing on 
God’s love which is without limits.  We, as followers 
of Jesus, are called to share his love, without             
limits, with others in our everyday lives. 

I wonder what ‘Church without limits’ would 
look like – would we need to knock the walls 
down?  And even if we did, would our worship,          
fellowship, and all the other ways in which we 
share as a Christian community, be truly inclusive 
and without limits?   

In an article about a church plant in a West 
Country village I read this: There was “a growing 
awareness that it was almost impossible for               
someone who has never heard of God to meet Him 
in a traditional church context and become an            
integral part of church community.” 

It is likely that, even subconsciously, we are 
all aware of the huge cultural divide between those 
who have been Christians for years and those who 
have no idea at all about faith or God, nor any             
interest in finding out.   

Of course, we are called to share God’s love 
regardless of the beliefs of the recipients.  This 
happens all the time, with the work of the Food 
Cupboard, the provision of Active Living, Toddlers 
groups, Coffee Mornings etc across the Circuit, as 
well as in our personal lives. 

It has been said that the church is the only 
organisation which exists primarily for the benefit 
of its non-members.  But, wearing one of my            
other hats, that is not a ‘sustainable business        
model’.  If we share our love with those outside 
and they never join us, then in the natural process 
of time there will be no church left to continue           
sharing God’s love. 



 The key is in the phrase, ‘for the benefit of its 
non-members’.  We take this to mean caring for 
those outside our walls.  But the greatest benefit 
we can offer to them is the Good News, the love of 
God shown to them in Jesus, the assurance of Life.  
In reality, this is most likely to be in a                                 
conversation arising from the practical help given. 
 And if someone shows an interest in the faith 
which motives us, what next?  As quoted above, 
how can an enquirer into Christianity be expected 
to join a traditional church context?  What would a 
welcoming, accessible church look like, without the 
limits of tradition, old-fashioned songs or religious 
jargon? 
 We need to discern what church might look 
like in the context of where people are, by seeing 
with their eyes, and recognising their agendas, not 
our own.  Jesus has promised to be with us as we 
go and make disciples.  That’s an ongoing process 
which multiplies and expands into the future. 
 As a Circuit we are reviewing our ‘mission’ in 
the context of each of our churches and                 
communities.  That needs to include asking not, 
“What do we want to offer?” but, “How can we join 
in with the work God is doing in the hearts of 
those he is calling to himself?” 

Jean 



Same Sex Marriage  

 Love without limits 

In June 2021, the Methodist Conference voted to 

allow same-sex marriages in churches. This           

autumn, church councils within the West           

Somerset Methodist Circuit will vote if they want 

same-sex marriages to be conducted in their          

respective churches. This is a huge undertaking 

which will require multiple discussions. The                  

Methodist Church has provided resources to allow 

for open conversations for church councils to          

express their opinions without prejudice or bias. 

These resources are available to look at on the             

Methodist Church website https://

www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-

church/marriage-and-relationships/guidance-and-

resources-for-same-sex-marriage/?

msclkid=1a509f47c09e11ecb59c5e7dcad2bd97 

By opening the churches for same-sex marriages, 
the Circuit would move into a modern, inclusive 
world where churches are no longer seen as a place 
of judgement but a place of acceptance and love, 
and where people are treated as equals, no matter 
their sexuality, gender, race, or colour. This will           
allow same-sex couples to celebrate their love and 
commitment with their church communities and 
their ever-loving God.  

 

Kerry Rackham 





To advertise in this space, 

please contact  the            

Circuit Administrator for 

more information on 

01643 705689 or 

wsmc2425@gmail.com 

For more details  





ALL WE CAN  

Tim Baker, churches and volunteers manager, recently sent 

a letter of thanks to those in the Circuit who sent                    

contributions for Britain’s Ukraine Emergency Appeal. 

 

For the last five years in Zimbabwe, All We Can has been 

supporting traditional water sanitation and hygiene         

programmes through their partner MeDRA, a Methodist                   

Development Relief Agency.  Do go on their web site and 

read about it under the report of World Health Day which 

was on the 7th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the All WE Can website for details of the             

Methodist Conference on Saturday 25th June at 12.30 in The 

Foyer at The International Centre, Telford, TF3 4JH.  Meet 

the team when they celebrate being back together again, 

out in the community, hearing about people’s stories rather 

than on Zoom. All are invited to join.  

 



PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Alcombe, Bossington, Minehead 
Timberscombe  

   Penny Williams  

Brendon Hill     

   Rebecca Edwards  

Watchet and Williton 

   Rev Jane Sperring                

Porlock      

   Rev Nick Lakin    

 
The Administrator can be contacted  

via the Circuit Office   
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

from 9am— 2pm 
 

01643 705689 
 
 

Superintendent Minister 
Reverend Nick Lakin  

nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk  



The Messenger is published monthly, usually the first Sunday of 
the month.  Items for publication and any enquiries about items 

in this issue should be sent to the Circuit Administrator. 

wsmc2425@gmail.com 
Circuit Office, Alcombe Methodist Church 
Lower Meadow Road - Alcombe TA24 6AN 

01643 705689 

The Editorial Group meets monthly in advance of publication. 
Deadline for June’s Messenger is  

23rd May 

You can read the Messenger, other news and the latest 
information about the Circuit on our website.  

w e s t s o m e r s e t . 2 d ay. u k  

news items for the website should be sent to: 

t.hardiman50@btinternet.com 

Submissions to The Messenger: 

When articles are requested, a guidance for word count will be given. 

The editorial team reserves the right to cut or edit items submitted.  If 

significant changes are made, a copy will be sent to the writer for ap-

proval.  Any items received after the deadline may be carried forward 

to a future edition, as appropriate. 

The editorial team will try to achieve a balance of content which          

reflects who we are as a Methodist Circuit.  

The Editorial Team’s word is final. 


