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A Warm Welcome to Readers of The 
Messenger  

Magazine of the West Somerset Methodist 
Circuit 

 

Serving the rural communities of West Somerset, 

our Circuit has churches at Alcombe, Brendon Hill, 

Minehead, Porlock, Watchet and Williton.  

Methodist worship or meetings also take place at 

Bossington.  Our churches work together as well 

as with other denominations through various local 

‘Christians Together’ and ‘Churches Together’  

arrangements.  

The theme of our July / August Messenger is 

‘Driving on the front foot’.  See Nick’s letter for an 

explanation of the term.  
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July was named by the ancient Roman Senate in honour of 
Roman general, Julius Caesar, as it was the month of his 
birth. Before that, it was called Quintilis as it was the fifth 
month of the 10-month calendar. Having adopted his grand
-nephew to become his heir, Julius Caesar decreed that as 
he would be known as Caesar Augustus, he too should also 
have a month named after him. The eighth month, previ-
ously Sextilis, was therefore re-named August. 

Although July is on average the warmest month in most of 
the Northern Hemisphere, it is August that is most associ-
ated with holidays. This is believed to be because there 
were more Roman religious feast days (which were holi-
days) in August.  

Although July is on average the warmest month in most of 
the Northern Hemisphere, it is August that is most associ-
ated with holidays. This is believed to be because there 
were more Roman religious feast days (which were holi-
days) in August. 
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Notable days in July 2021 include: 

1st July Canada Day. 1st Jul 2021. 
4th July American Independence Day. 
7th July World Chocolate Day. 
10th -18th July National Doughnut Week.  
14th July Bastille Day. 
15th July St Swithin’s Day 
20th July Start of the (2020) Summer Olympics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notable August days include: 

1st August Yorkshire Day.         
4th August International Owl Awareness Day.   
8th August International Cat Day.                         
13th August Left Handedness Day.    
28th August International Bat Night. 
30th August late Summer Bank Holiday 
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Staff Letter -  

Let me say at the outset that I enjoy cricket. I used to 

enjoy playing cricket and I now enjoy watching cricket. 

Cricket has, traditionally, been known as ‘The Summer 

Game.’ This was essentially in contrast to games like 

football and rugby, which were more often played through 

the winter. With mass media and 24-hour sports channels 

on TV, that distinction now seems to be irrelevant. And with 

the plethora of different games that are being shown on our 

TV screens this summer, it is difficult to identify any of 

them as ‘the’ summer game.  

One of the most graceful shots in cricket is the drive off the 

front foot. This shot involves not simply a step forward 

towards the ball, but it also requires a transfer of weight. As 

the batter steps forward, so they move their weight onto 

the front foot and momentum is created. That momentum 

is transferred through the swing of the bat and onto the 

ball. If a good connection is made between bat and ball, 

then the ball speeds away over the turf to the boundary and 

four runs are scored. The other important component of the 

classic drive off the front foot is balance. The batter must 

remain balanced throughout the execution of the shot. If 

the batter is unbalanced, there is a risk of a mis-hit which 

may result in the ball being edged to one of the close 

fielders for a catch, or perhaps to hit the ball in the air and 

one of the out-fielders may then have the chance to catch 

the batter out.  

So, ‘driving off the front foot’ is the theme of our July and 
August edition of the Messenger. You may be asking why? 
Well, during the pandemic, it seems like we’ve been ‘on 
hold’ waiting for something to happen. During this time of 
waiting there has been a lack of momentum in most areas 

of our lives and things have felt ‘out of balance’ for many 
of us.  
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This summer we are, hopefully, going to have the final 

restrictions lifted and it is important that we now ‘seize the 

moment’ and prepare to move forwards together through 

the months to come.  

In order to do that, we must create a shift in our focus and 

our effort from staying still and looking after each other 

whilst the ravages of the pandemic took their toll on so 

many lives, to moving forward with momentum but at the 

same time maintaining a real sense of balance in our lives. 

We must try not to lose those things that have been helpful 

during the last fifteen months, such as zoom gatherings. 

Who knew that so many of us would be getting together so 

often for gatherings via the internet! But we must also seek 

to move forwards with purpose and focus together into 

whatever life will be like in the weeks, months and years 

ahead. One thing is certain, it won’t be the same as life was 

before the pandemic. So much has changed.  

Our God is a God of transformation and change. In the Book 

of Revelation, God says: ‘Behold I make all things new!’ In a 

very real sense, God is making ‘all things new’ in our lives at 

the moment. Let us commit ourselves to pray that God will 

continue to lead us forwards, as we begin to shift our weight 

with momentum and good balance, towards the good things 

that God has for us in the future.  

I hope and pray that you all have a happy and healthy time 

during the months of summer this year as you continue to 

meet up with friends and family that you haven’t seen for so 

long. As a circuit, we look forward to the One-Church Circuit 

proposal along with a brand-new vision for the circuit and so 

much more. May God continue to lead and guide us as we 

move forwards together. 

Every blessing,  

Nick 

(Superintendent Minister) 
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EVENTS 

Brendon Hill Anniversary  
 
In view of the new date for lifting of restrictions being 
moved to July 19th, we have decided to postpone our 
Anniversary from 1st August to Sunday September 5th. 
We feel this will give people extra time, from 
restrictions being lifted on 19th July, who may have 
concerns about attending church. The service will be led 
by Rev Mike Parsons. The church is looking very smart. 
The roof has been turnerised and Margaret Hill is 
keeping the grass cut. We have been given a new 
mower by David Gliddon — a member of our church.  
We will be having discussions with Nick after July to 
discuss the way forward. As you know, we are few in 
number and our wonderful organist Joyce Clarke, has 
resigned dur to health problems and has moved to 
Wellington. ` 

Teas in the Garden 
 

Thursday 5th August at 
7 Greenway, Watchet  3pm to 

5pm 
 

In aid of our Mission projects 
in India 

 

Tea and cakes 
Raffle 

Garden railway 
 

Jane and Haydn look forward 
to 

welcoming you to their home 
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MWIB 

In the past we used to meet at Halberton Church for 

a Quiet day but over the past year this has gone 

online. If you’d like to join us please book in as below 
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To meet current regulations, please book your 
place at a service, by using the contact details 
below: 
 

Minehead Methodist Church: 01643 703597 
mineheadmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Watchet Methodist Church: 01984 639942 
joy.rownes@btinternet.com 
 

Alcombe Methodist Church: 01643 703597 
arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com 
Porlock Methodist Church 01643 862060 
daphnewest272@gmail.com 
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Watchet Methodist Church 
 

We are delighted that the church is now open 
for services on Sunday mornings at 10.30am.  

 

We haven’t started our coffee mornings as yet 
but we do hope you will come to our 150th 
celebrations on 21st and 22nd August . There 
will be an opportunity to finally meet Rev 
Brenton Prigge face to face at the morning 
service and at the Circuit service in the 
afternoon. Many of you got to know him very 
well during the first lockdown in 2020 and he 
made many friends across the circuit – by 
phone! So do come along and say “hi” to him. 

Nick Cotton, one of our local Watchet amateur 
historians, is writing a history of the church for 
us for the occasion and there will be 
memorabilia for sale and hopefully lots of 
interesting things to see.  

For further details contact Rev Jane Sperring 
on  

01984 631054 or 
jane.sperring@btinternet.com 
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Summer suggestion: If you can’t get away, 

why not invite a friend round and have a one day 

holiday, maybe watching the tennis and eating 

strawberries. 

Or get out your old holiday photos and celebrate 

all the wonderful memories you have made—

round it off with an icecream 

Dr W G Grace was known as the ‘Father of Cricket’.  He 
played for Gloucestershire and England as a master 
batsman, a good bowler, and an excellent fielder.  He was 
a professional physician but, although he was an amateur 
player, he made a lot of money out of cricket.  But the 
good doctor did not always exhibit the fine arts of 
morality.  On one occasion, early in a match he had 
arranged to show off his batting skills, he was bowled out 
by a young player who, of course, was thrilled with his 
success.  But Grace calmly stood his ground, replaced the 
bails and turned to face the bowler.  “Young man,” he 
said, “these people have paid to see ME bat, not to see 
YOU bowl – we will start again!” 
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Back Yard Cricket  
 
This is a simpler version of cricket, for those of us who might 
need a gentle introduction to the game! 
You can still follow most of the traditional rules of cricket with 
a few alterations. 
When playing a smaller version of cricket, divide all players 
into two teams (you will need a minimum of two people, a 
batter and a bowler). 
If you have a small amount of players, you can have one 
wicket instead of two, and make the batter run to a designat-
ed spot across the pitch and then back again to have a run 
count. 
Rotate between batting bowling, depending on how many 
people you have on each team. 
Once one team is done batting, switch sides. 
Determine where the boundary line so that if someone hits 
the ball they can be assigned the appropriate amount of 
points. At each end of your pitch area, place two wickets. You 
can make DIY wickets with some of the following ideas: 

You can make Cardboard boxes stacked on top of each 
other 

Empty paper towel rolls that can support a box or piece 
of Styrofoam 

Pool noodles that can be cut and used as stumps, sup-
porting small cardboard boxes or something else 
that can fit across them 

Oatmeal containers 
Plastic drinks bottles 

For DIY cricket balls: 
Tin/aluminum foil balls wrapped in rubber bands 
Styrofoam balls 
Paper balls covered in tape or rubber bands 
Basic rubber balls 
Tennis balls 
Golf balls 

Just remember what ever you use it needs to be able to 
bounce. 
For DIY cricket balls: 

PVC pipe with cardboard attached 
Short kayak paddles 
Brooms 
Paint stirrer sticks with paper plates 
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For those who have been asking for the answers 
to Rosie’s Garden Quiz in the June Messenger: 

1 Daffodil   6 Love apple 

2 Galanthus   7 Topiary 

3 White Rose   8 Monty Don 

4 Lancelot   9 Dibber 

5 Giant Hogweed  10 Compost 
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We were able to resume worship at Al-

combe Methodist Church on Pentecost 

Sunday, subject to the prevailing COVID 

rules, with chairs spread out, masks on 

and windows open.  We have made good 

use of the projection equipment for words 

and sometimes pictures too.  As we create 

a new (improved) ‘normal’, are reviewing 

our provision of music for Sunday wor-

ship.   Being blessed with the many op-

tions of piano, organ, instrumentalists, 

singers and technology, we are using a va-

riety of ways to lead the musical aspect of 

our worship, without putting a burden on 

any one person 

Along with everyone else, we look forward 
to the masks coming off and the singing 
raising the roof!  Our other activities in the 
church building will be affected for some 
time to come by the hall being in use as a 
vaccination centre.  The flexibility of the 
worship area will be put to good use! 

Alcombe Methodist Church 
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A Methodist Way of Life – part 3 

 

The ‘Our Calling’ document of the Methodist Church is a 

summary of what the Methodist Church believes and affirms 

about the faith we share as Methodists. It identifies four key 

aspects of our life as Methodists. These four aspects are 

Worship, Learning & Caring, Service and Evangelism. We 

have already focused on Worship and Learning & Caring in 

previous editions of the Messenger.  

So, to explore the third area of Our Calling – Service … 

The Our Calling document states that as far as we are able, as 

people called Methodists, and with God’s help, we will help 

people in our communities and beyond; we will care for 

creation and all God’s gifts; we will challenge injustice. 

Let us think about each of these aspects of our faith in turn. 
 

We will help people in our communities and beyond. To 

be helpful to one another seems to be an innate human 

response for some people. Being helpful to others gives our 

lives purpose and perhaps even meaning. During the period of 

the coronavirus there have been many instances where people 

have sought to help their friends and neighbours and so these 

relationships have grown and developed. So, as we consider 

this, perhaps it is helpful to identify how we are seeking to 

help others in our communities and beyond. What do we do to 

be helpful? What has particularly helped you in your service of 

others? It is as we help others that we are able to show God’s 

love for those people. We might do this personally, if that’s 

appropriate in these difficult days. We can also help others by 

making contributions to organisations who are seeking to offer 

help to others by, for example, making contributions to the 

foodbank, or sending money to groups like All We Can, who 

are seeking to support others in different parts of the world. 

Are there things that have hindered you in your service of 

others? Are there things you can do to overcome these 

hindrances? 
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We will care for creation and all God’s gifts. Recycling is 

common practice in West Somerset. As we recycle our 

waste, so we help the environment and care for creation. 

Reducing our use of power and fossil fuels, by using LED 

lights or walking instead of using a car where we are able 

can help too. Are there other ways that you care for God’s 

creation? We all have different gifts, skills and experiences 

for each of us is unique. In these days of a global pandemic, 

what we do and how we live has been restricted. But that 

doesn’t mean that our lives are ‘on hold’. There are still 

many things we can do to use the gifts each of us has. God 

has given each of us gifts of time, treasure and talents. How 

are you using the gift of time that God gives you? Are you 

conscious of making decisions how you use time in these 

strange days of lockdown? What, for you, is treasure? How 

are you using the treasure that you have been given by God? 
 

We will challenge injustice. What do you understand by 

the term ‘justice’? In what ways are some things unjust? Are 

justice and fairness different or similar?  Is God concerned 

about injustice in the world? What issues of injustice are you 

currently concerned about? What are you doing in response 

to these concerns, and what are you currently not doing? 

Social holiness is a foundational doctrine of the Methodist 

Church. What do you understand by this term? To learn 

more about Social Holiness, search online for ‘Wesley on 

social holiness’ and follow the Methodist.org.uk link. 
 

The calling of the people called Methodists is to be a good 

neighbour to people in need and to challenge injustice. Take 

a few minutes now to sit quietly in an attitude of prayer and 

ask God to speak to you, by the Holy Spirit, about what you 

do to serve people in need, the different ways you care for 

creation and the ways you challenge injustice – and listen 

deep in your heart for what the Holy Spirit is saying to you … 
 

May we all be a blessing within and beyond God’s 

Church, for the transformation of the world. 

Nick Lakin  
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CRICKETING INS AND OUTS  by Robert Green 

 

In keeping with this month’s theme I have been asked to 
explain some of the Ins and Outs of cricket.  It is a simple game 
played by two sides on a pitch in the middle of a field!  At each 
end of the pitch is a wicket.  One side goes in until they are out 
and then the other side goes in until they are out.  Each side 
has eleven players and a drinks waiter!  There are three types 
of player – Bowlers and Fielders play against the Batters. 

Bowlers begin proceedings by swinging or bouncing into action 
bowling the ball to the other side’s batters and trying to hit the 
wicket.  Elegant, sartorially, often with their seams up but 
sometimes get into a spin.  They get over this after bowling six 
balls, though sometimes they bowl no-balls!  They are an 
amorous lot and have been known to bowl a maiden over! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Batters are strange – they go out to be in and when they are 
out, they come in.  They wear numerous items of protection and 
have various styles - openers, top order, middle order, tail-
enders, rabbits and, finally, ferrets (who go in after the 
rabbits!).  With a front foot and a back foot, their sole aim is to 
score runs by hitting the ball past the fielders and running to the 
other end of the pitch.  If they get in they are not out but, if 
they do not get in and the wicket is broken, they are out and 
have to go in!  If they hit the ball to 
the edge of the field, they don’t have to 
run because that scores four, or six if 
the ball hasn’t bounced. 
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Fielders are even stranger.  Some are on and some are off!  
Some have short legs and some have square legs!  Some dress in 
slips while others prefer to take cover!  They run about the field 
trying to stop or catch the ball and even run to the edge of the 
field to fetch it back.  One special fielder called a wicket-keeper, 
wears gloves even on a hot day.  He doesn’t actually keep wick-
ets but spends most of his time walking from one end of the pitch 
to the other stumped for something better to do.  At the end he 
never says “Good bye!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Umpires are the sole arbiters of the game and decide whether a 
batter can stay in or, with the use of a finger in the air, is out.  
Sometimes an umpire has an opinion about a batter’s legs.  (A 
bowler sometimes has an opinion about the Umpire!).  Generally 
clever, they know the rules and can count to six.  Usually, there 
are two, one has a square leg, and they tell the players when it is 
time to play and when it is over.  Notwithstanding two on the 
field, nowadays, important matches, have a third umpire who sits 
in the pavilion watching a programme called ‘Hawkeye’ on televi-
sion.  When asked, he tells the other umpires whether they got it 
right or wrong. 

So ‘Howzat?’.  Well, I declare!   Any questions?  Send them IN! 
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Well the weeks are rapidly rushing by and the end of the school 

year is fast approaching. What a challenging year it has been! I 

do not think any of us expected to be living under restrictions this 

time last summer when the whole change of life felt like a novel-

ty. No longer a novelty, but there is hope at the end of the tun-

nel.  

It is sad that as a school which prides itself as having an “open 

door” policy, where people and relationships are valued, that we 

have been forced to operate with doors firmly closed to 

“outsiders!”  

We have seen another year pass, marked by the absence of  

school trips, our residential, visits to the Methodist or St Decu-

man’s Church, Christmas plays or concerts, carol or Christingle 

services, sports day, parents evenings, fund raisers or Leavers’ 

events.  

It would be easy to see everything in a negative light, but work-

ing with children is one of the best jobs in the world. They bring 

enthusiasm, creativity, laughter, happiness, challenges, excite-

ment and joy to their learning and this rubs off on all those who 

are this side of the “open door” working with them.   

I feel genuinely proud of the way that our children have learnt to 

adjust, how they have carried on regardless and how happy our 

school is, in-spite of restrictions, masks and hand gel!  

Knights Templar Community  
Church School & Nursery, 
Watchet  
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I am fortunate to have a strong team of colleagues, whose 

mission is to do the best we can for our children, to give 

them the best level of care, learning opportunities, life ex-

periences and moments to create memories.  

As we gear up, to say goodbye to our eldest children who 

are about to move on up to Danesfield, we think of all the 

opportunities that lie ahead for them. We want them to be 

ambitious, to have dreams and aspirations and to go out 

into the world and make a great contribution to society. 

At the other end of the scale we have our very newest 

children about to leave nursey and to start school with us 

in September. It is always so exciting to have the new fac-

es and names join us in our reception classes. There is 

much to be grateful for as we all approach the summer 

holidays, which I will confess, we are all heading towards 

with open arms! We are also able to look forward to the 

new school year in the autumn and hope that all the extra 

things that have been put “on hold,” can once again be-

come a reality. Stay safe and well and we look forward to 

welcoming you back into our school! 

Kind regards  

David Frowde  

Headteacher  
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150th Anniversary 

Watchet Methodist Church  

(opposite the railway station) 

21st and 22nd August 

 

Saturday 21st 10am to 4pm 

An exhibition of the history of the church. 

Light refreshments available all day 

Saturday 21st at 7pm  

An evening of entertainment 

Sunday 22nd August 

10.30am Sunday service  

led by Rev Brenton Prigge 

4pm Circuit service  

followed by tea and anniversary cake! 

Everyone welcome  
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Watchet’s  

Sesquicentennial  

Anniversary ... 

On 13th July 1871 the world’s first cat show was 
held at Crystal Palace in London and changed 
the cat status forever. Before the show cats 
were nothing but street animals and rodent 
exterminators and Harrison Weir who started 
the show thought that years of neglect and ill 
treatment had made cats self-reliant.  

He drew up a set of standards and divided the 
cats by breed and size to attract the upper 
classes. He knew that if those people started to 
care for cats everyone else would follow. 
Siamese, Manx, African, Persian, Long haired, 
Short hair, Scottish wild and polydactyl cats 
were shown and judged.  

A staggering 200,000 people came to see these 
exotic cats and it changed the perception of 
cats forever and they became the much loved 
family pets we know today.  

(A polydactyl cat is one with one or more than 
usual toes on its paws!) 
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Are you looking for the perfect gift for someone special? Not 
sure what to get for a birthday? Don’t buy them socks, 
chocolates, or another useless gadget – give them a 
bespoke, personalised gift which changes lives.  

Our new online Extraordinary Gift shop allows you to 
create a customised card that is the perfect gift for any 
occasion – birthdays, graduation and even anniversaries. 
They can also be a meaningful way to send sympathy, or 
celebrate and honour the life of someone extraordinary.  

Every card you order helps our local partners transform 
lives. From helping families in rural Zimbabwe access clean 
and safe water, to supporting teenage mothers in Malawi to 
return to school and access education, the Extraordinary 
Gifts you order will make an incredible impact on vulnerable 
communities.  

Order now and let someone know how much they mean to 
you. To order personalised Extraordinary Gifts for your loved 
ones today, simply visit our website at  

https://gifts.allwecan.org.uk or call us on 0207 467 5132.  

 

Church School & Nursery, Watchet  
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PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Alcombe, Bossington, Timberscombe  

   Penny Williams 07594 293199 

Brendon Hill     

   Rebecca Edwards 07548 706922 

Minehead and Porlock  

   Margaret Lintern 01643 706150 
   

Watchet  

   Rev Jane Sperring 01984 631054 

Williton      

   Rev Nick Lakin 07594 273812 

 

Superintendent Minister 
Reverend Nick Lakin  

nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk  

The Administrator can be contacted  
via the Circuit Office   

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 9am— 2pm 
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Submissions to The Messenger: 
When articles are requested, a guidance for word count will be given. 
The editorial team reserves the right to cut or edit items submitted.  
If significant changes are made, a copy will be sent to the writer for 
approval.  Any items received after the deadline may be carried 
forward to a future edition, as appropriate. 

The editorial team will try to achieve a balance of 
content which reflects who we are as a Methodist 
Circuit.  
The Editorial Team’s word is final. 

You can read the Messenger, other news and the latest 
information about the Circuit on our website.  

w e s t s o m e r s e t . 2 d ay. u k  

news items for the website should be sent to: 
t.hardiman50@btinternet.com 

The Messenger is published monthly, usually the first Sunday of 
the month.  Items for publication and any enquiries about items 

in this issue should be sent to the Circuit Administrator. 

wsmc2425@gmail.com 
Circuit Office, Alcombe Methodist Church 
Lower Meadow Road - Alcombe TA24 6AN 

01643 705689 
Forthcoming copy deadline: 

Wednesday 16th August 2021 
The Editorial Group meets monthly in advance of publication. 


