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Submissions to The Messenger: 
When articles are requested, a guidance for word count will be given. 
The editorial team reserves the right to cut or edit items submitted.  
If significant changes are made, a copy will be sent to the writer for 
approval.  Any items received after the deadline may be carried 
forward to a future edition, as appropriate. 

The editorial team will try to achieve a balance of 
content which reflects who we are as a Methodist 
Circuit.  
The Editorial Team’s word is final. 

You can read the Messenger, other news and the latest 
information about the Circuit on our website.  

w e s t s o m e r s e t . 2 d ay. u k  

news items for the website should be sent to: 
t.hardiman50@btinternet.com 

The Messenger is published monthly, usually the first Sunday of 
the month.  Items for publication and any enquiries about items 

in this issue should be sent to the Circuit Administrator. 

wsmc2425@gmail.com 
Circuit Office, Alcombe Methodist Church 
Lower Meadow Road - Alcombe TA24 6AN 

01643 705689 
Forthcoming copy deadline: 

Tuesday 18 May 2021 
The Editorial Group meets monthly in advance of publication. 
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PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

 

Alcombe, Bossington, Timberscombe  

   Penny Williams 07594 293199 

Brendon Hill     

   Rebecca Edwards 07548 706922 

Minehead and Porlock  

   Margaret Lintern 01643 706150 
   

Watchet and Roadwater  

   Rev Jane Sperring 01984 631054 

Williton      

   Rev Nick Lakin 01643 705175 

 

 

ADMINISTRATOR 

During May, Jean will continue to cover for some 
of the Admin duties.  Contact her on her home 
number, personal email or Minehead email if you 
have any admin queries. 

Superintendent Minister 
Reverend Nick Lakin  

nicholas.lakin@methodist.org.uk  
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Marianne North was a Victorian 
plant hunter and prolific painter. She was born in 
1830 in Hastings. As a child she spent lots of her 
time travelling with her family to their homes in 
Hastings, Norfolk and London. A friend of her 
father was the Director of Kew and during her visits 
to the Palm House developed a love for exotic 
flowers and plants. She was a talented painter and 
during a family trip thorough Europe studied flower 
painting and botany. She received a large 
inheritance when her father died and began her 
solo travels around the world.  

All this was accomplished while travelling alone in 
Victorian dress. Unusually for a botanical painter, and 
especially one who was travelling, she painted in oils. 
Her first trip from 1871 to 1872 was to the United 
States of America, Canada and Jamaica. The painting 
here was done in 1871 of wild flowers around New 
York. Towards the end of her life. she presented her 
life's work - 832 paintings - to the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew. 

Watchet’s  

Sesquicentennial  

Anniversary ... 
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A Warm Welcome to Readers of The Messenger  

Magazine of the West Somerset Methodist Circuit 
 

 

Serving the rural communities of West Somerset, our 

Circuit has churches at Alcombe, Brendon Hill, 

Minehead, Porlock, Watchet and Williton.  Methodist 

worship or meetings also take place at Bossington, 

Timberscombe, Roadwater and Washford.  Our 

churches work together as well as with other 

denominations through various local ‘Christians 

Together’ and ‘Churches Together’  arrangements.  

 

The theme of our May Messenger is ‘Called to Grow’.  

As we emerge cautiously from Lockdown, may we 

grow in confidence and in faith as we work to nurture 

each other in the new world that awaits us. 

 
The name May is the modern-day 
English adaption of the Latin 
word Maius, which has origins 
going back to the time of the 
ancient Greeks. They named the 
month of May (or Maius) after the 
Greek goddess of growth. 

 

https://prints.kew.org/collections/marianne-north


4 

Staff Letter - ‘Called to Grow’ 

 
 
 
Dear friends, 

Very recently I received my ‘note to preach’. I’d 

like to try and tell you a little about how I came 

to ask for my note, but it’s not easy as actually I could write 

a book about it. So, I have attempted to illustrate it using a 

dramatic script. 

Before I continue though, keep in mind that there is no de-

fined beginning or end to the conversation I have been hav-

ing with God about the matter of training to preach. It has 

been a perfect merging of my physical being and spiritual 

awakening that is still ongoing and I do not feel I am aiming 

for a ‘goal’, just simply that at this moment in time this is 

right and true to me. The dialogue to follow is a bit of fun 

really but may give some idea of how it has felt for me. 

     With love and blessings, Becca. 

 

God: Haha, you enjoyed that didn’t you Becca! Writing that 

piece for Word in Edgeways … you loved it didn’t you? 

 

Becca: Yes, I suppose I did. I felt a bit buzzy and excited, 

but honestly don’t make anything of it because it’s no big 

deal at all! 

 

God: There it is again … the prayers you wrote and said for 

the service today, you REALLY enjoyed that didn’t you? 

 

Becca: Yes, I did, I really did. Especially as it made me feel 

closer to you and that buzzy feeling was there again. Any-

way, I’m pretty busy so I can’t stop to think about this at 

the moment.  

 

God: So …? 
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Knights Templar  

Community Church School News 

 

“Be the best they can be, with a thirst for learning, 
a zest for living and a spirit of kindness.” 

 

 I was thrilled to be asked to go into the school 
before Easter to do the Easter assemblies. It's been a 
year since I have been in and it was lovely to see the 
children's faces, although the younger ones, of 
course, didn't know who I was! I am now going to go 
into school each Wednesday to lead assemblies which 
will be a joy as I have so missed seeing the children 
each week. 

 A lot of work has been done to welcome back the 
children to school and each classroom now has a 
designated reading area and a spiritual / RE space. 
David Frowde, our head, and I, met with Karen 
Sancto from the Bath and Wells diocese (virtually) 
this week. We are hoping to start up Open the Book 
again and possibly an after-school club using that 
material and doing Messy Church type activities. This 
of course will all depend on how Covid restrictions are 
lifted over this term. However, if anyone is interested 
in helping out with this please do contact me so we 
can start planning.  

 Our Core values are - Hope - Belonging - 
Commitment - Love - and we are hoping that we can 
find - perhaps the more unusual Bible stories - to 
explain these values. Our work as a whole can be 
described through John 10:10: Jesus said, "I have 
come so that you may have life, and life in all its 
fullness" . 

   Jane Sperring 
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The wheat and the tares in me 
 

I start with a ‘brilliant’ idea 
Then someone throws a bucket of cold water 

The words I use are well-meant with good intentions 
But they are heard with only half an ear 

And spoilt 
The meaning is lost 

The meaning misunderstood 
From the ‘brilliant’ idea 

 

Not that way 
Not in those terms 

Not if you are going to laugh 
At my good idea 

And if it has flaws [or might that be tares?] 
Perhaps it could be shaped 

Into a slightly different form 
 

This perfect child 
The seed of the future 

Will be shaped by the knocks and joys of its life 
By ideas trampled on 

By goals mocked 
And then when it shoots up into LIFE 

What a base it has grown 
What excitement it finds 

When for itself 
It finds 

Whichever way it turns 
There are blessings to be discovered 

Avenues to be explored 
Our Lord Jesus Christ enters in 

To the wheat and tares of my life. 
 

See: Matthew 13: 33-35, 36-39 
(written following the 7th April Bible study) M. 
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Becca: Look, I know what you are hinting at and I can’t do 

it. I don’t know enough about the Bible, I’m not very good at 

talking in front of people and no one would want to hear 

what I have to say. Sorry! 

 

God: Ok.  But—can I just say this? I’ve noticed you’ve be-

come better at listening to me.  

 

Becca: Yes, I’ve noticed that too. I have also noticed that 

you have listened to me and answered my prayers. Thank 

you, I really am grateful.  

 

God: Well, remember when you were only a child and you 

told me you wanted more, you wanted to find your true self 

and you wanted to be closer to me. I listened to you then, 

and I always answer prayer. 

 

Becca: Yes. I understand. Thank you, I love you. 

 

A SHOT IN THE ARM … 

Alcombe Methodist Church is pleased to be able to 

offer the use of its hall to the NHS for inclusion in the 

ongoing vaccination programme.   

We have agreed to be flexible in our own use of the 

premises to allow this to happen.  If you are a 

keyholder for the church please enter only by the 

carpark door and respect any signs / barriers which 

may be in place. 
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You have helped us enormously by donating those items which 

we needed most and ensured that we never once ran out of 

items required to fill the food parcels.   

In the last five months we have distributed around 2,500 bags 

of ambient temperature food; fresh fruit, vegetables and eggs; 

household and toiletry items; and Festive Christmas and Easter 

bags. Since the foodbank will still have an ongoing role to play 

during the financial fall out of the Pandemic and any further 

outbreaks of Covid-19, we value your continued contributions 

which provide a lifeline to local families and individuals. 
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Lectio 365 Night Prayers. 

  

Lectio 365 is a FREE daily 
devotional resource that helps you 
to pray the Bible everyday. The 
App can be downloaded to your 
phone or tablet. The App has now 
the added feature of Lectio night 
prayers, these prayers are a 
helpful way to pause and be still at 
the end of the day, noticing where 
God has been present and inviting 
God’s peace in preparation for 
sleep. 

WATCH THIS SPACE! 

  

Details for summer holiday club and summer 
camp will be available in the next edition of 

the Messenger. 
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News 
 
Administrator: 
 
As the Circuit Staff work on appointing a new 
Circuit Admin person, please hold this process in 
your prayers.  This is a pivotal role in our Circuit, 
helping the other staff and the churches to fulfil 
their ongoing responsibilities. 
 
 
 
New Local Preachers—coming soon! 
 
Penny Williams, known to you as our Lay Pastoral 
Worker, is exploring her call to preach and has 
moved from ‘On Note’ to ‘On Trial’.   
And Becca Edwards, our Children and Families 
Worker, is currently ‘On Note’ with her Trial service 
due to be at Alcombe Church on 30th May. 
 
They are supported in their preparation of worship 
by their Mentors, Lynne Wooldridge and Jean 
Armin, respectively.  Nick Lakin is their Tutor at 
monthly sessions, and they  are both working their 
way through the coursework in their own time.  
Please hold them in your prayers as they explore 
this call to preach, that they may grow in 
confidence and in faith.  
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To meet current regulations, please book your place at a 
service, by using the contact details below: 
 

Minehead Methodist Church: 01643 703597 
mineheadmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Watchet Methodist Church: 01984 639942 
joy.rownes@btinternet.com 
 

And from 23 May 2021: 
Alcombe Methodist Church: 01643 703597 
arm1n_adm1n@btinternet.com 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am 
  

6.30pm 

Service at Minehead, T Hedgecock 
Service at Watchet, J Sperring (HC) 

Zoom Worship, N Lakin 

Wed 5th 7.30pm Zoom Bible Study Group 

Thursday 6th  7.00pm Zoom Prayer and Worship 

Friday 7th 7.00pm Quiz time, with Robert, on Zoom 

Sunday 9th 10.30am 
  

6.30pm 

Service at Minehead, M Lintern (HC) 
Service at Watchet, N Lakin 

Zoom Worship, N Lakin 

Thurs 13th  7.00pm Zoom Prayer and Worship 

Sunday 16th  10.30am 
  

6.30pm 

Service at Minehead, N Lakin 
Service at Watchet, L Wooldridge 

Zoom Worship, J Sperring 

Wed 19th 7.30pm Zoom Bible Study Group 

Thurs 20th 7.00pm Zoom Prayer and Worship 

Sunday 23rd  
Pentecost 

10.30am 
  
  

6.30pm 

Service at Minehead, T Woods 
Service at Watchet, P Williams 

Service at Alcombe, N Lakin (HC) 
Zoom Worship, M Lintern 

Thurs 27th 7.00pm Zoom Prayer and Worship 

Sunday 30th  
Trinity 

10.30am 
  
  

6.30pm 

Service at Minehead, C Longhurst 
Service at Watchet, T Hedgecock 

Service at Alcombe, J Armin 
Zoom Worship, N Lakin 

Our Circuit’s Plan of Worship  
and events during May 2021 
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Michelle Obama on growth and hope 

In his autobiography, ‘A Promised Land’, former 

President Barak Obama describes how his wife, 

Michelle, was able to make connections with children at 

a London school that she visited in 2011. 

‘At the school she talked about her own childhood and the 

barriers she’d had to overcome, how education had always 

provided her a path forward.  The girls — working class, 

many of them of West Indian or South Asian descent —

listened in rapt attention as this glamourous woman insisted 

that she had once been just like them … later, an economist 

would study the data and conclude that Michelle’s 

engagement with the school had led to a noticeable spike in 

the students’ standardised test scores, suggesting that the 

message of  aspiration and connection made a true and 

measurable difference.’ 

Michelle Obama has recently reconnected with those 

London schoolgirls she first met 10 years ago, albeit by 

video call.  She told them:  

"Conversations like these keep me optimistic. Meeting all of 

you, watching your growth. You all give me hope. No matter 

how high you get or how smart you are or how successful, 

life will throw you things that you're not necessarily 

prepared for. And if you know how to get yourself through it 

you will succeed."  
 

We don’t need to be ‘presidential’ to have conversations 

which will enable others to aspire to greater things and 

enable them to grow. 

13 

Your Messenger 
 

The Editorial Team would like your views on The Messenger 
and any ways it can be improved.  
 
Below are a few specific questions but if you have any other 
comments please let us have them. 
 

Comments may be sent by email to 
clivelonghurst@me.com; by telephone to 01643 
224620 or by post to: 

 
Messenger Survey 
10 Warden Road 
TA24 5DS 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Editorial Team 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Do you find The Messenger too long, too short or just 

about right? 
 

Do you prefer to receive your Messenger by email or in 
printed form? 

 
What is the most interesting feature in The Messenger? 
 
What is the least interesting feature in The Messenger? 
 
What new feature(s) would you like to see? 
 
How would you feel about a few carefully selected 

advertisements appearing in The Messenger with any 
revenue being used to offset printing costs? 

 
Do you have any other comments about The Messenger 

in its present form? 

mailto:clivelonghurst@me.com
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PLYMOUTH AND EXETER  

DISTRICT DAY    

Saturday 22 MAY 2021    

“Focus on India” 

10.00 Opening Worship 

10.20 The District Partnership with the Diocese of Cuttack, N India 

10.40 Bible Study with a Difference 

11.10 – 11.30 Coffee Break 

11.30 The Christian Hospital at Berhampur 

12.15 Indian Dancing [bring a scarf and push back the furniture – or 

just sit and watch!]        

12.45 - 1.30 Lunch Break 
 

1.30 Hinduism – Principles and Practices 

2.10 Crafting Mandalas - for the mandala colouring sheets, please go 

to      https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dt_Frx21x-

MqSNgxC6r7OjNPaARaOTQt/edit or contact 

daveelainebanks@googlemail.com   

2.45 Resources 

2.50 Closing Worship 

3.15 End  of day - Wind down chat [and tea from your own kettle?] 
 
. 

The day will include a number of Breakout Rooms,  
so there will also be the opportunity to chat, and to discuss the talks 

 

Joining the Zoom instructions -  please book in via Louise Martin: ad-
min@pemd.org.uk  and then she will send out the link etc. 
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Fishers of people! 
 
In Luke 5 1-11 we are told about when Jesus 
called his first disciples. Jesus asked the disciples 
to become ‘fishers of people’. This game is fun and 
not too easy … see how many paper people you 
can get! 
  
You will need: 
  
1 bowl for each player 
1 Straw (please try not to buy  
   plastic ones!) for each player 
Paper cut outs of people – a large ginger bread  
   person cutter would be ideal to draw around. 
A pencil 
Pair of scissors 
A timing device (phone / egg timer) 
  
First of all make cut outs of people using the 
gingerbread person cutter or a template to draw 
around, then cut them out. You will need around 
10. 
  
Lay the people on a table, for little children a 
coffee table lower down might be best. Each 
player has a bowl and a straw. Set the timer to 1 
minute and start. Each player uses the straw to 
suck up the paper people and drop them into their 
bowl. The player with the most people at the end 
is the winner. 
The game can be made easier by cutting a little off 
the straw to make it easier to suck air through. 
The game can also be made harder by decreasing 
the time allowed and increasing the paper people. 
  
Have Fun!! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dt_Frx21x-MqSNgxC6r7OjNPaARaOTQt/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dt_Frx21x-MqSNgxC6r7OjNPaARaOTQt/edit
mailto:daveelainebanks@googlemail.com
mailto:admin@pemd.org.uk
mailto:admin@pemd.org.uk
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A Methodist Way of Life – part 1 
 
 
The ‘Our Calling’ document of the Methodist Church is a summary of 
what we believe and affirm by identifying key aspects of our life as 
Methodists. These four aspects are Worship, Learning & Caring, 
Service and Evangelism. We will focus on each of these aspects in 
this and the next three editions of the Messenger.  
 
So, to begin – Worship:  The Our Calling document states that as 
far as we are able, as people called Methodists, and with God’s help, 
we will pray daily; we will worship with others regularly; we 
will look and listen for God in Scripture and in the world. Let 
us think about each of these aspects of our worship.  
 
We will pray daily. As we know, prayer is more than putting our 
hands together, closing our eyes and then telling God things that he 
knows already. One of the classic attributes of God is omniscience - 
that means that God knows everything. Really understanding this 
and taking it to heart has the power to radically transform our 
prayer life. Our prayers can never be for the purpose of telling God 
anything because God knows everything already. The purpose of our 
prayer is to allow God to transform our lives: God is in the 
transformation business. Every story we read in the Bible is about 
people’s lives being changed in some way because nothing stays the 
same when God is present. As Brother Lawrence profoundly stated, 
‘Prayer is the practice of the presence of God.’ When we are aware 
of God’s presence with us – when we pray – God’s transformation 
takes place. When we adore and praise God for who God is, then we 
see ourselves as we truly are, that we are human and God is divine. 
  
The purpose of our prayers can never be to get God to do what we 
think God should do. That is to put ourselves in God’s place. The 
purpose of our prayers is always to make us more aware of God’s 
presence with us so that we can better understand God’s purposes 
for us and for the Body of Christ, the Church.  
 
Of course, we bring our requests to God. That is a natural human 
thing to do. But we do that so that we can better understand 
ourselves and our own thoughts and desires. God already knows 
everything there is to know about us – God knows us better than we 
know ourselves. In prayer, God helps us to discover more of who we 
truly are so that we might live our lives more like the women and 
men God created us to be. We are to present our anxieties as prayer 
requests to God and then leave those anxieties with God.  This is 
where we find a peace that is beyond our understanding, 
remembering that we are human and God is divine. 
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We will worship with others regularly. During the pandemic, 
our lives have changed from what we used to think of as ‘normal.’ 
To worship regularly with others usually meant physically going to 
a church building at a set time to join with other people in a 
service of worship. These strange and difficult days of pandemic 
have made that impossible. Even as we start to open our churches, 
the nature of communal worship will be different, at least for a 
while. We need to wear face-coverings and not sing – which will be 
so hard for Methodists who are ‘born in song.’ We cannot talk with 
others; doors and windows will remain open and we will maintain 
social distance.  
 

These things are for the very good reason of keeping us safe, but 
they are not what we are used to. Many of us have experienced the 
joy of sharing in Zoom worship from our homes. After a faltering 
beginning, some are now saying they prefer Zoom services to 
services held in a church building. In Zoom worship we are 
together, united, though physically apart. It has shown us that 
there are different ways for us to share worship. I wonder what 
God will have for us in the future? Time will tell. In the meantime, 
are there new things that you could do to worship with others 
safely? What is God laying on your heart? 
 

We will look and listen for God in Scripture and in the world. 
To look and listen for God in Scripture, we need to be reading our 
Bibles, either on our own, or in a group. The Wednesday evening 
Bible study group allows people to share their thoughts with one 
another – look out for other opportunities to share the Bible 
together in a way that works for you. As we move out of the 
current restrictions, we are planning more Bible study groups to 
help us fulfil this part of Our Calling. It is also really important for 
us as Christians to read our Bibles on our own and get to know 
more of God, more of Jesus Christ our Lord, and more about the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  
Internet resources can help us here, too. There is an ever-
increasing amount of wonderful Christian material on YouTube and 
other internet sites.  Emails and social media allow us to share 
together in our Christian discipleship – growing in faith as we read, 
reflect and share the things we have learnt. One of our members 
has been producing a daily reflection and prayer throughout the 
pandemic which is appreciated by so many around our Circuit and 
beyond, as part of their worship life. We have a living faith and 
God is active in all the world, through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes God will surprise us. Where have you noticed God 
active in the world around you? At the current time, do you feel 
closer to God or further away from God? Why is that? 
Take a few minutes now to sit quietly in an attitude of prayer and 
ask God to speak to you, by the Holy Spirit, about the worship that 
you offer – and listen deep in your heart for what the Holy Spirit is 
saying. 

Nick Lakin  


